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Introduction VI

Two manuscripts of the Mehman-name
are known to the editor:

1) A manuscript In the Nur-e-Osmaniye Lib-
rary in Istanbul (No. 8431), dated 915
H. (1806 A.D.). This manuscript is the
basis of the present edition

2) A manuscript belonging to the Instituts
for Oriental Studies of the Academy of
Sciences of Uzbekistan (No. 1414)

| 1. The reader_ is advised to consult the corrections and re-
marks, p. 359 ff. before reading the text.



INTRODUCTION

Mehman-néme-ys Bokhara, by Fazlol-
lah-e Ruzbehan-e Khonji, the author of
Alam ara-ye amini,! was completed in 1509
at Herat, and i1s here published for the
first time. Of its fifty four chapters,
thirty elght are concerned with the his-
tory of Mohammad Khdn Sheybdni, that is
to say, his background, his conquests, his

lands, his campaign against the qazags,
his return to Samarkand, and his visit to

Mashhad and Tus. They cover some four-
teen months of the Sheybanid ruler's reign.
Thirteen chapters deal mainly with the-
ological and legal matters. Of the remain-
ing chapters, two are autoblographical, andI
one 1s introductory. The work is made all
the mcre interesting by the valuable in-
formation ebout Turkestan which can be
gleaned from it concerning the geography
of the area, the daily life and social cus-
toms of its people, and 1ts religious and

secular monuments.

1- Persia in A.D. r478-1490. An abridged transiation of
Fadlullih b. Rizbihdn Khunji's Tarikh-i ‘Alam-ir-ye Amini,

by V. Minorsky, .London 1957.
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