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conceptual core of his sociology is a vision of
social classes & the cultural forms associated
with these classes.

In this research the influence of cultural
capital on the lifestyle of new and old middle
class are investigated.

To understand Bourdieu’s view of classes it
is first necessary to recognize a distinction
among four types of capital: Economic capital,
Social capital, Cultural capital, Symbolic
capital, that differences observed is such that
we can distinguish between the family’s
university professors and the businessmen.

The main research hypothesizes is:

Life style differences are observed
between family’s new middle class and
traditional middle class.

We have used survey research method
and questionnaires to measure the research
variables and collect the necessary data.

Key words:

Old middle class, new middle class,
cultural capital, life style (taste, leisure)
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A View of sociological studies
about middle class in Iran

Dr. Parvin Sazegara1

Abstract

Social class is one of the most interesting
& important issues in the social sciences.
Beccause many of the phenomena which we
study are very different classes.

¢ \Who are the new middle class?
¢ \WWho are the old middle class?
¢ How do they live?

¢ How life style’s theire?

In this research the in fluence of social
class on life style of new & old middle class in
Iran are investigated.

Also Bourdieu has explored many topics the
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Iran’s social order has changed in the
transition from a traditional to a modern
society.

Modernity and the Presence of a new
middle class alongside a traditional one have
wrought change and differentiation in Iranian’s
lifestyles.

With an eye to the theories of Pierre Bourdieu
and making use of the indices of “taste” and
“leisure time” this book answers the general
question:

Given equivalent economic circumstances, to
what extent has cultural capital differentiated
these two classes?



