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1- Bazand.

2- Mafafh al- ‘ulam, 70, tr. in Bosworth, ‘Abu ‘Abdallah Khwarazmi...’ 154, cf. 164.

3- On bathq/bithg, see the comments on the word’s use by Abl Yisuf given by E.
Wiedemann, ‘Beitriige zur Geschichte der Naturwissenschaften. X. Zur Tecbnik bei den
Arabern’, in Aufsdtze zur Arabischen Wissenschafisgeschichte, ed. W. Fischer
(Hildesheim, 1970), i, 279-80. The same word or its root would appear to lie behind the
name of the river channel or canal in the neighbourhood of WEsit.mentioned by
al-Baladhurf, Futﬁl.z al-buldan, 289, as al-B.zaq, in the local Aramaic speech, al-B.sag.
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1- Cahen, ‘La service de Pirrigation en Iraq’, 123-4, 135-8.

2- Mafafth al-“ulizm, 69, tr. in Bosworth, ‘Abi ‘Abdallah Khwarazmi..., 153.

3- Malaju.

4. MayLajp?

Sygo 4 SHULS U4 3 b gl paome i galid Ol n Ol g a4 L LD
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6- See H. Zimmer, Akkadische Fremdwdrter als Beweis fiir babylonische Kultureinfluss

(Leipzig, 1915-17), 45; Salonen, Agricultura mesopotamica, 133-4; von Soden,

Akkadisches Worterbuch, i, 592.

7- Salonen, Die Wasserfahrzeuge in Babylonien nach sumerisch-akkadischen Queuen ...

Eine lexikalische und kulturgeschichtliche Untersuchung (Studia orientalia, Societas

orientalia fennii:a, viii/4) (Helsinki 1939), 19: AKK. sapinatu, Hebr. SSpinZh; Syriac
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2. u-§ wxast Zurwigahan, u-§an wigahift &w ad bid n€ manad. u-§an
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appadan wiganan k& pad dast kird, ud pad hr& rdzan karan ké dast né
kird. '
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5. ... bozad az imTn harwin &€ abar ho dyad, kad amah harwin zanam
kli, kad yi§6-iz, ma§iha, amah harwin xwadiy, darifdag bid, awiyon
nimayed abar ho ki-$an tawayon bazakkar grift, u-$an padmozad suxrag
kan]'ﬁg, u-§ grow pad dasn dad, ud namaz barénd... prxnyd' wazénd kd
dér ziwah amah masiha. u-§an bid 6 dalag sanad...
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pila¥is... pursad kil pad wizar §ah ay pad kadag yakob ud pad t8xm sragl?
tarkuman razwar kird passox & pilatis kli-m $ahrdarift né az im 3ahr ast.
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F.W.K. Miiller, Handschriften-Reste in Estrangeio-Schrift aus Turfan.
Chinesisch-Turkistan, [I aus dem Anhang zu den APAW 1904, 36.
C. Salemann, Manichaelsche Studlen I, Mémolres de L'Academie Impériale des Sciences de
St-Pétersbourg, VIIle Série, VIII 10, 1908, 18.
W. Sundermann, pp. 394-95.
M. Boyce, A Reader in Manichaean Middie Persian and Parthian, p. 130.
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3. ... abyu$ awitadd ud hirodos §3k'... padmozad padmdZan u-§ pusag
pad sar awestad. & namaZ asénd sar-i§ frayundénd, pad nad Zanénd pad
zanax ud rumb, pad ho ¢a¥mpadi§t wafénd, ud wazend ki-man frawén,
Sahrdar masiha.
4. bid hré yawar fromay ayad, ud hré yawar kaft ahénd nigiisar, ¢&
wisp Zaman Cihrag ud waZan wxa$ pad warZz wuzurg ‘u-$an .wardéd.
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1. ... kird dartfdag ad bazakkaran ham. adyan pilatis muhrag nibist,
abraigaw yonaw ud fromaw, u-§ az ho dar aguxt.” ud nibéséd ku &d ast
yi¥6 naray, yehiidan §ah. ké-2 im padfursah, heéb zanéd ki gawendag
abar ho né windad.
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1. Wiyraséd, bradaran, wizidagan, pad im r6Z gyan&n boxtagift, pad
mihr mah pad saxt Cafardas, kad parnifrad yi§d baypuhr.

2. nigah karéd, harw bay amwastan, kil kad gad Zaman an’ﬁmién pad
mard puhr frawadad i§magan, ud 8yj'd" ho bazag ammog xwaday. daf
padmuxt, hamafras bud ahénd. ayust az abar dwades gahan, 6 dam
adarén Zahr réxt 0 zadagan, ud padrayad ho maran tast. yehadan, masist
bay ispasagan, daf omusad.
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F.C. Andreas and W.B. Henning, Mitteliranische Manichalca aus Chinesisch-Turkestan 111,
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M. Boyce, A Reader in Manichaean Middle Persian and Parthian, pp. 127-28.
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Sundag kaft, padizihr axazénd abar mard puhr. bazagift andesénd, zir
wigah amwardénd pad droy. dudfarr satan, ké ¢id ayust 6 fré$tagan, hd
wxad aift 0 tarag && maiiha.

kird-u$ barag iskariota abzaftag, frihstom amwast aZ abZirwanagan.
* nimad-i§ pad dastfar i0&sag, 6 duSmenin abespurd baypuhr. abestawad
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darifdagiftig basah
1. .. yi§6 wasnad niyag® wizidagan wizid. warm adurén frasistan
kamad, ki hamag S$ahr pad adur hawdh. Sahréar aryaw wx&bé&h
padmozan izwast, ud pad s€zdift bid agas O satdn. hampad zamig ud
asman wilarzad, ud sammaél kaft o iéfrz'm. tarkuman rast bud abax$ahiSn
roSn wasndd, & duSmenih xazad. biid-i§ sanad az Zafr ahrewar & ho

wydg® abrangift az kil Osaxt.
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1. ... pad rastift baypuhr ast. ud pilatis wyéWurd kii az winoh aZ im
baypuhr goxan ab&yad ah€m. kattridnan ud istratiydtan az pilatis framan
oh padyrift, kil im raz andarz daréd ud yehiidan wxad dahénd padkésag.
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2. bid aBdesed kli pad ewsambat, pad murywag sar, ayad miryam,
$alom, miryam, ‘ad abarig was Zanih. u-$an bodazar wxa$ nerd awurd.
nazd 6 daxmag afnaft ahénd. u-3an ... fréstag ...
3. ... weénéd warZ, padlZag wigahift kird miryam, $al6m, ud

&
arseniyah, kad do fréstag 6 hawin pursénd ki ma #iwandag ad murdagan
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F.W.K Miller, 34-36.
C. Salemann, 9.
M. Boyce, A Reader in Manichaean Middle Persian and Parthian, pp. 126-27.
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1- Proto-Indo-European 2. ‘dyeu-pater-
3. "tauta- 4 “weik-
5- dem- , 6- pater-
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3- "bhares- 4- yewo-
L *

5- grano- 6- vara
* * W

7- Vyeug 8 g ou-

9- “owi- 10- “ex™o-
- *w

11- porko- 12- k"on-
* Y *

13- wlk"o- 14-  rtko-
* W -

15- ag”hno- 16- kas-

17- ‘gero- 18- or-

19- "ayes- 20- "ghel-
- * w

21- arg- 22- vpex

23- Veme 24- "viwebh

25- ‘\/syu

26- Calvert Watkings, "Indo-European and the Indo-Europeans”, The American
Dictionary of the English Language, 3rd edition (New York: Houghton Mifflin
Company,1992), pp. 2081-93.
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4- P.Giles
5- Carpathians
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9- P. Giles, The Cambridge History of India, ed. E.J. Rapson, 6 vols.(Delhi: S. Chand
& Co., 1962),1,61.
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J.P. Mallory, In Search of the Indo-Europeans (London: Thames and Hudson,
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2- T. Burrow, The Sanskrit Language (London: Faber and Faber, 1955), p. 65.
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4- REE, "Indo-Iranian Languages”, the New Encyclopaedis Britannica, 1993,
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" 7- Giles, pp. 6263, 8- Mitaonl
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1- par3asatar 2- artaSumara

3- tudratha 4- Suppiluliuma

5- Hittites 6- Matiwaza

7- indara 8- mitras

9- nadatia 10- Burrow, pp.27-28
11- devé- 12- 4sura-

13- yajfia- 14- hétr-

15- s6ma-

16- Arthur Anthony MacDonell, A Vedic Reader for Students (Madras: Oxford
University Press, 1976), p. xi. 17- Dravidian
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1- désyu-

2- JJAB.VB. et al, "Hinduism", The New Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1993.
3- .rgveda- 4- Burrow, p.31 v
5- jana- 6- rdja-
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10- Arthur Anthony MacDonell, A History of Sanskrit Literature, 3rd ed.(London:
William Heinemann, 1909), p.158. o
11- MacDonell, A Vedic Reader for Students, pp. Xxvii-Xxviii.
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Di-ti zéin4j i-td )Aqale-ser daavd bukadidi, §ahid n4s-
idi . Har dd kadydd4-ver]d badsidi, kadynda-mardi ba-
qéstidi. Kadytd4 mir-qazaba duydds, bafirmaste: »Jaqile
viskafs , nisfa {-tA z&n4jd, nisfi uith fAdse«. [t )= zdna-
kin, ki 4 hirfd besnavasts, hi¢ gib néze , uitd bend kide
Bgir®e kudwen vA yi-ss@rd zesen ki: »Mdhze yid4 mi Ja-
B8l¢ naskafid; Agdr kadytda-méardi han-re, min mi Jaqal
thpajem. Kadydd4 jaqin bukdds, ki hén JiqAle madr-z;
Highl# fad huna, uitd §ill4q bezé va birdna kade.
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f-ta mardik ba i-ta zandj ykjli dusti daré U zanaka
bag6fts: »Min tire yejli dis diiriem, min yajiem safdr
b#sem, ti Angaslird mire fadxen, har vagt & angostara
man dindm, tire jid avirgeme Un bagéfte: »Man Angi-
Stara tire fadndzem : har vigt ki agghsta nigd kuni, dini,
mi dngdstir ti dast dihin® , marxe jAd avarf, td mare &y-
gOStar baydsli, man {ire faindeme.
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3 gl 22K 518 60 u-”\eb“wﬁw-"f S 3 (5 2N
.r)l.U by s
X
f-a duz buso i-a zan®. H4rdi bagirdwste hiddi pa:]dxi

nakude. Sab-yan biddr babéste, bugofte: »Aj mérdsj, mio

rliz-e rodinal hitti natanzem pxjdd kuden, th xaji shb-e
tariki pxjd4 bihkunic.
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[ var i pira mardak i-ta aqiz-ddre-Jir nisté ba
f-ta pi¢é usantir i-ta hindavana bdq ned ba . A marddke
ru-be-rii haf-has danz pille-pillé hindavanén véje bid. Pira
mirddik yGre-yire goéfti: »Atddja, ti qadrata qarbdn be-
seem! a hindavanina ba 4 darast-rae i-1a barfka 1a, 4 aqiiza
ba 4 kutiki-ree i-ta ddre ba 4 pilleek! yilq bukddi«. Ha-16
ki ha gijaldne-daran dubd, -8 aqliz Jee ddre-ser baekefte,
pird mirdike killee biignssle , yin bavirde . Bidara pira
mirddk da disti  yé-s@ra bigifle , bigofte: »Xtd4ja, ti
hikmAata §ikur! édgar 4n, aqfize-Ja, hindiivans baboste bf,
mi kélle miqza valé kadie.
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Maamiad-& Maamid dd-td beerfiran i-td kuds-rd Sodnde
bid. Maamid bidé i-1a fandog zimine-ser kefté, Maamada
niddn baed#. Maamud didlli babdste findéqi usdds . Maa-
mid bagéfte: »Fandéqg mi-sin -e«. Maamad bagofs: »Ni,
fandéga man jx zamineser pejdd bukidem, tire fain-
dem«. Ha-16 ki hasin daavé giftinds bid, a$ins .xalae-
pes#r asinii bidé, buidovasts , bamé, asdna sivd bukuids,
bugofte: »f-ta piéé sibar bukunid, mén al4n $imé-mijan
kiadgtda-mndrdi kun#me«. Xale-pesadr fGnd6qa yd-giz-dmri
biiskané , findéqs pists nisfa fad# Maamada, nisfa fadz-
Maamudi, fandéqe maqzia dargide yzG-dahane-mijan; ba-
g6fts: »Nisf-e pust ti-$in, nisf-e past-am ni-in, bagije fin-
déq mi hig-e kidztda-mirdic,
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7- Sir Monier Monier-Williams, A Sanskrit-English Dictionary, Oxford, 1990, P.879.
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F. Mojtabai

THE IRANIAN BACKGROUND OF THE JUDEO-
CHRISTIAN CONCEPT OF RAZ / MYSTERION

The Judeo-Christian concept of mystérion has been studied by
several scholars either in ijts relation to the Greek mystery
religions’ or as an idea which rose and developed out of a "purely
Semitic background".?

In this paper I want to suggest another possibility which calls
for careful consideration.

The fact that the word mystérion itself in the Septuagint is, so
far as the original texts show?, the Greek translation of the

1- Cf. R. Reitzenstein, Die hellenistichen Mysterienreligionen, Leipzig, 1927; and Ch.

Guignebert, Quelque remarque sur la perfection (telciosis) et ses voies dans le miysiére paulinien,
Rev. Hist. Phil. Rel. 8, 1928, pp. 412-429.
In 1936 D.Deden regrets that "la position actuelle du problem n’a guere change depuis
vingt-cinq ans"; and gives reference to H.A.A. Kennedy, St. Paul and the Mystery-Religions, .
dans Exp., t.3, 1912, p.289 ss. et A. Schweitzer, Die Mystic des Apostels Paulus, Tubingue,
1930, p. 27 ss. Cf. his article, Le "Mystere" Paulinien, in Ephemerides Theologicac
Lovanienses, 13, 1936, p. 405.

2- Cf. D. Deden, ibid.; and also R.E. Brown’s articles, The Semitic Background of the New
Testament Mysterion, part I, Biblica 39, 1958, pp. 426-448; part II, Biblica 40, 1959, pp.
70-87, and The Pre-Christian Semitic Concept of "Mystery”, The Catholic Biblical Quarterly,
vol. 20, 1958, pp. 417-443,

3- Cf. R.E. Brown, "The Pre-Christian Semitic Concept of "Mystery", p. 417, and .,
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Persian loan-word raz (borrowed into the biblical Hebrew and
Aramaic) has not received the attention it deserves.

| Why raz?Was the content of the word so new or so strange that
it could not be detached from its form?Was it a fad to use Persian
words for religious concepts? Was it merely a coincidence?

The significance of the concept in Judaism (and later in
Christianity) is so great that we can not ascribe this word-
borrowing to a mere coincidence. Nor can it be an unconscious
adoption. Words have meanings. Ideas may travel without their
lingual forms, but the latter always carry all or most of their
contents with them.

In the Septuagint, mystérion (as the Greek translation of raz)
occurs only in the postexilic books!; and, as we shall see, it is of
especial significance in the apocalyptic writings.? Therefore, I
think, a few words about the appearance and growth of certain
ideas in postexilic Judaism, their background and their relation to
Iranian religious concepts may throw some light on the question
we are discussing.

After the Babylonian exile the Jewish nation had virtually lost
her independent existence and, except for brief intervals during
the Persian domination and the Maccabaean period, she was
facing intolerance and suffering persecution. But at the same time
there was a hope among them that God will not leave His people
in the hands of the enemies and that their bondage will come to
an end. They were assured that their glorious past will be restored
under a Davidic kingdom.? First, when Zerubbabel, a descendant

= Footnote 3 on the same page. Also C.F.D. Moule’s article in The Interpreteter’s
Dictionary of the Bible, New York, 1962, p. 479.

1. Cf R.E. Brown, ibid., p. 417.
Z- Including those of the Qumran sect.
3Cf3sa. XI: 1 ff,, Mic. V: 2 ff., Jer. XXTII: 5 ff.
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of David, was appointed governor of Jerusalem by the king of
Iran, and later, during the Maccabaean revolt, the nation’s hope
for freedom rose to the highest point; but soon, as the Psalms of
Solomon 17:6-9 reflect, a dark despair again fell on the soul of the
people.

The prophecies of the prophets had failed. For the Jews the
present had nothing but suffering and humiliation. They could
only look into the past and remember the glorious days of Moses,
/Solomon and David, or project their hopes into the future and
wait for the coming of a miraculous hand to destroy the evil
powers and establish the Kingdom of God.

It is in this period, and under the present disasters, that a new
genre of literature starts growing within certain Jewish circles and
new ideas, different from those of earlier times, take hold of the
people’s mind.

The Davidic king who, in the earlier times, was expected to
come as a mighty warrior, set his throne in Jerusalem and destroy
the enemies of Israel, now becomes the supernatural and
eschatological Messiah, the agent of redemption, who will appear
at the end of the days to inaugurate the new age.! The end is
near. The dead will be resurrected and judged. The righteous will
recejve eternal life and bliss, the ungodly will be burnt in hell. This
earth is inhabited and dominated by Satan and his demonic
powers, and the present age of misery, sin and death is his age.
But the powers of darkness and evil are not lasting. They will be
destroyed by the powers of light, and the eternal Kingdom of God
will be established in the age to come.

The abundance and spread of the writings dealing with these
ideas during the period of subjugation show the extent and

1- Compare Ps. 2:9 with, for example, Ps. Sol. 17:27-39.
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strength of their sway over the minds of the Jewish people. D.S.

Russell writes,
"The evidence points rather to the fact that apocalyptic was a fairly
strong current in the mainstream of Judaism in the years
immediately before and after the beginning of Christian era. ...
Reference in the Church Fathers and in later rabbinic writings
confirms the widespread influence of apocalyptic and suggests that
those apocalyptic books now extant are only a fraction of what must
have been at one time a very considerable literature. The discovery
of the library at Qumran with its profusion of the apocalyptic type
of literature is further graphic indication of the significant part

played by apocalyptic during this whole period."!

These writings are distinct from the Jewish canonical books in
form and spirit, and though they have not been regarded as
Scripture (Excepting the O.T. Book of Daniel and the N.T.
Revelation), their influence on the later developments of the
Jewish religious life and their significance in the formation of the
Christian thought and creed can hardly be exaggerated. In this
connection R.H. Charles writes,

"No attempt to study Christianity in its origins can dispense with a
knowledge of this literature. ... Christianity came forth from the
bosom of Pharisaic Judaism, and in apocalyptic literature this form
of Judaism found its essential utterances. ... Thus Jewish apocalypses
not only supply a history of religious belief in the two pre-Christian
centuries, but they also fill up the otherwise unavoidable gap in the
history of Jewish thought, and constitute the living link between the
prophetic theachings and jdeals of the Old Testament and their
fulfilment in Christianity."

1- The Method and Message of the Apocalypric, pp. 28-29.
2- Quoted in H.T. Andrews, An Introduction 10 the Apostgphal Books, p. 52.



THE IRANIAN BACKGROUND... A\ A%

In fact, all these new trends bear striking similarities to the
main concepts of Iranian religions. How far the latter have been
influential in the appearance and growth of these ideas is a
question which has been hotly debated by western scholars, and
has received answers in various degrees of negation or
affirmation.! The controversy, however, has made the problem
complicated. But the following facts, if taken into consideration,
may lead us to a better understanding of the question:

1- The appearance of certain ideas (mostly dualistic, apocalyp-
tic and eschatological) and their developement within a particular
period of the history Jewish thought is so sudden and abrupt that
the presence of a foreign factor becomes highly probable.

2- Their similarities to the basic features of Iranian religions is
striking.

3- When Persian loan - words such as raz (which is being dealt
with in this paper), nahcir (= hunt, in The War Scroll 1:10, 13,
etc.)?, §inab (The Hymn Scroll III: 29)3 judicial terms in the
Talmud (such as vavariyan and prsiémng i. e. pursi$nama)%, names
of demons such as ASmodeus (in the Book of Tobit 3:8-17) and
Ariman (in the Talmud, Baba Batra 73°), some of which have
evident religious connotations, find their ways into the Jewish
literature, why should one try to deny the introduction of certain
ideas from the same sources? As professor R.N. Frye says, "The
adoption of foreign words indicates that with the words often
ideas and conceptions also have been borrowed."s

1- Cf. J. Duchesne-Guillemin, The Western Response to Zoroaster, 68-69.

2- Cf. 1.P.de Menasce, in Vetus Testamentum, 6 (1956), 213 ff.

3- Cf. J.P.de Menasce, "Un mot Iranien dans les hymnes", Revue de Quemran, 1 (1958),
1334,

4- Referred to by Prof R.N. Frye in an unpublished paper, titled "Iran and Israet”. Cf.
Babylonian Talmud, Erubim 62.

S- Ibid
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4- Historical evidence shows that during the postexilic times the
Jews have been in close contact with Iranians. Among other facts
in this connection, one may mention various biblical satements,
Ezra’s and Nehemiah’s careers in the Iranian court, etc.

5- Their relations have, in this period, been more friendly than
otherwise (so much so that Cyrus receives the status of "messiah",
i.e. Yehowa’s anointed).

6- Iran was a tremendous political power in those times (except
for the short interval of the Seleucid rule), and political
supremacy usually leads to cultural domination.

7- During this period the emotional life of the Jewish people,
because of their disasterous historical situation, was such that they
would eagerly embrace an ideology of redemption which could be
found in Iranian religions.

The scope of this paper does not allow me to discuss and
elaborate the above points fully. But none of them, I think, can
seriously be questioned. They provide a desirable ground for the
student of the "diffusionist" school to face his opponent of the
“internal developement” or "coincidence" theory.

As any unbiased observer may notice, it is not simply the
"similarities of notions" which suggest the existence of a flow of
ideas from Iran into the Jewish world. There are other factors -
historical and psychological - too which should be taken into
consideration.

Apocalypse is the revelation of mystery. These two notions stand
in close relation to each other. In this connection D. Deden
writes,

"Dans sa phase initiale, peut-on dire, le mystére est exclusivement
en Dieu et unconnu 2 tout autre, non seulement aux hommes, mais

méme aux Puissance (I Cor., I1.8; cf. Eph., II, 10). Dieu se choisit
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alors des hommes privilégi€ qui regoivent la communication
premiere du secret. Cette communication, act souverainement libre
de Dieu, est désignée par un mot technique special (apokalypsis,
apokalypteion, phaneroun).!

In what follows I shall attempt to study the concept of raz /
mystery in the context of Iranian and Judeo-Christian apocalyptic
thought and show that its réle and significance is identical in both
settings. |

A comparision between some of the main features of the
Jewish apocalyptic thought and those of the Iranian religions
seems to be necessary here. Both of them are dualistic and
deterministic. These two tendencies are very important from our
point of view. Raz / mystery, as we shall see, is God’s redemptive
plan to save His creation from demonic powers. In His
omniscience He has designed it at the beginning.

*Dualism: The Doctrine of "Two Spirits" and "Two Ages".

In Iranian religions, whether Zurvanism, Zoroastrianism, or
Manichaeanism, with their dualistic structure, the doctrine of the
"two ages" and the "two spirits" and the eschatological ideas are so
closely related and interdependent that the removeal of any one
"of them makes the others utterly meaningless.

The Zurvanite myth of creation, as R.C. Zaehner summarizes
it, is as follows:

"When nothing existed at all, neither heaven nor earth, the great
god Zurvan alone existed, whose name means. "fate" or "fortune”. He
offered sacrifice for a thousand years that perchance he might have

a son who should be called Ohrmazd and who would create heaven

1- Art. cit., p. 421.
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and earth. At the end of this period of a thousand years he began to
ponder and said to himself: "What use is this sacrifice that I am
offering, and will I really have a son called Ohrmazd, or am I taking
all this trouble in vain?" And no sooner had this thought occurred
to him than both Ohrmazd and Ahriman were conceived_Ohrmazd
because of the sacrifice he had offered, and Ahriman because of his
doubt. When he realized that there were two sons in the womb, he
made a vow saying: "Whichever of the two shall come to me first,
him will I make king." Ohrmazd was apprised of his father’s thought
and revealed it to Ahriman. When Ahriman heard this, he ripped
the womb open, emerged, and advanced to his father. Zurvan, seeing
him, asked him: "Who art thou?" And he replied: "I am thy son,
Ohrmazd.” And Zurvan said: "My son is light and fragrant, but thou
art dark and stinking." And he wept most bitterly. And as they were
talking together, Ohrmazd was born in his turn, light and fragrant;
and Zurvan seeing him, knew that it was his son Ohrmazd, for
whom he had offered sacrifice. Taking the barsom twigs he held in
his hands with which he has been sacrificing, he gave them to
Ohrmazd and said: "Up till now it is T who have offered thee
sacrifice; from now on shalt thou sacrifice to me." But even as
Zurvan handed the sacrificial twigs to Ohrmazd, Ahriman drew near
and said to him: "Didst thou not vow that whichever of thy sons
should come to thee first, to him shouldst thou give the kingdom?"
And Zurvan said to him: "O false and wicked one, the kingdom shall
be granted thee for nine thousand years, but Ohrmazd have I made
a king above thee, and after nine thousand years he will reign and
do everything according to “is good pleasure.” And Ohrmazd
created the heavens and the earth and all things that are beautiful
and good; but Ahriman created the demons and all that is evil and
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perverse. Ohrmazd created riches, Ahriman poverty.1

The orthodox Zoroastrian version of the myth is given, among
other Pahlavi sources, in Greater BundahiSn (chapters 1 and 3).
Ohrmazd has the realm of eternal light, and Ahriman dwells in
eternal darkness. Ahriman comes to the border of the realm of
light, sees light, is envious, and desires to destroy it. So he goes
back into the darkness and starts fashioning instruments to attack
the realm of light. Ohrmazd, who knows the nature of the enemy
and his plans, and anticipates the imminent struggle, fashions his
whole creation in a spiritual, transcendental state. Then he offers
peace; but the adversary rejects it.

"Then Ohrmazd, in his omniscience, knew that if he did not fix a
time for battle against him, then Ahriman would do unto his
creation even as he had threatened; and the struggle and the mixture
would be everlasting; and Ahriman could settle in the mixed state of
creation and take it to himself.. And Ohrmazd said to the
Destructive Spirit, "Fix a time so that by this pact we may extend the
battle for nine thousand years.” For he knew that by fixing a time in
this wise the Destructive Spirit would be made powerless. Then the
Destructive Spirit, not seeing the end, agreed to that treaty, just as
two men who fight a duel fix a term (saying), "Let us on such a day
do battle till night (falls)."

This too did Ohrmazd know in his omniscience, that with these
nine thousand years three thousand would pass entirely according to
the will of Ohrmazd, three thousand years in mixture would pass
according to the will of both Ohrmazd and Ahriman, and that in the
last battle the Destructive Spirit would be made powerless and that

he himself would save creation from aggression.2

1- The Dawn and Twilight of Zoroastrianism, pp. 207-8.
2- Compare with Daniel, 2: 22
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Then Ohrmazd chanted the 4hunvar, that is, he recited the
twenty-one words of the Yatha ahu vairyo, and showed to the
Destructive Spirit his owﬁ final victory, the powerlessness of the
Destructive Spirit, the destruction of the demons, the resurrection,
the final body, and the freedom of creation from ail aggression for
ever and ever. When the Destructive Spirit beheld his own
powerlessness and the destruction of the demons, he was laid low,
swooned, and fell back into the darkness..."!

This is the first three thousand years, before the struggle starts.
In the second three thansond years, while Ahriman is lying
confused in the dark, Ohrmazd gives material shape to his
creation which hitherto existed in spiritual form, and assigns
archangels (Ame3a spantds) to guard various elements in the
material world.

The third three thousand years starts with the seventh
millennium which is the beginnig of the battle, the earliest history
of man, and the intermingling (gumici$n) of the good and the evil.
Ohrmazd’s creation is assaulted and defiled by the evil spirit and
his demonic host. Corruption, disease, death and sin invade the
world; reptiles and noxious creatures are spread everywhere.

The last period is the time of the saviours. It starts with the
revelation of "the Religion" to Zarathu$tra, and at the beginning
of each of its millennia one of the posthumous sons of the
prophet appears in the world to strengthen the religion and
support the good. Finally, at the end of the Old and the beginning

"... he knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with him."

And also with the Qumran Manual of Discipline, IV, 18-19, "But in His Mysteries of
understandig ... God has set an end for the existence of Perversity; and at the time of
the Visitation He will destroy it for ever."

1- Bundahizn, 1. 11-15, translated by R.C.Zaehner in The Teachings of the Mag, pp. 37 - 8.
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of the New Age, comes the saviour Sofyant, the last son of
Zrathuitra. These last millennia are, in fact, the prelude to the
coming age of Ohrmazd. At the end Ahriman and his demons are
destroyed, the dead are resurrected, the Judgment will take place,
and eternal life in eternal bliss will begin.

The antiquity of the myth with its doctrines of the "Two Spirits”
cannot be debated. We can find confirmations for it in the Gathas
and the later Avesa (Yasnas 30:3-11, 48:6, 43:12, 35:3, 57:25, etc.)
Aristotle refers to Oromasdes and Areimanios', and Theopompus?,
according to Plutarch (Isis and Osiris, chapter 47) relates the myth
in a version comparable with the versions mentioned above.

From these various versions the following information can be
gathered up:

a) The course of the world is predetermined in Ohrmazd’s omniscience

(harvisp-akasih) and according to his divine plan.

b) The present world is invaded by demonic powers, and the power of

darkness makes war against the power of light.

¢) The demonic power is not eternal and will eventually be destroyed by

the power of ligth.

d) The world of creation has to go through two different ages: this

age, which is invaded by the powers of evil, and the age to come, which
is the ideal kingdom of Ohrmazd, eternal and free from Satanic powers,
when everything will be renewed (frasokereti).

Now when we turn from the Iranian myth to the apocalypses,
we find the same pattern and the same ideas, as if adopted and
adapted to the new setting. Rudolf Bultman, describing Jewish life
during the time when the apocalypses were being vritten, says,

1- Cf. A. V. William Jackson, Zoroastrian Studies, pp. 29-30, 69, and 159.
2- 4 th century B.C. '
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"Under the impact of present disasters as well through Babylonian
and Persian mythology, the Jewish world view was modified along
the lines of a pessimistic dualism, though without abandoning the
doctrine of creation. This earth, the scene of so much distress and
misery, sickness and death, sin and violence, is the habitat of evil
spirits with Satan at their head opposing the sovereignty of God."

This dualistic tendancy is the main feature of the Jewish
apocalyptic literature. It can be clearly seen in all these writings,
particularly in books like The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs
(Test. of Joseph XX:2, Test. Sim. V:3, Test. Naph. II:6, etc.) All
the essential ideas of the apocalypses are, in fact, dependent upon
it. The doctrine of the "two ages", the idea of the saviour,
resurrection, judgment, and the final redemption, out of this
context would seem meaningless. The part Satan plays in this
drama is as imporant as that of God himself. In fact, it is Satan
who renders all these events inevitable. In the Old Testament
Satan (Whose name occurs only three times, and in the post-exilic
writings_ Job I, Zech. 3:1-9; 1 Chron. 21:1) is simply the
messenger of God and carries out his commands. It is in the
apocalyptic writings that he becomes God’s rival and enemy. H.H.
Rowley writes,

"In the older literature of the Old Testament, angels figure as the
messengers of God, but here (in the Book of Daniel) we find the
differentiation of their functions, and the attribution of names to
them. Elsewhere in the Old Testament we find the Satan, with a
defined function, but it must be remembered that at first this was
not a proper name, but merely a title defining the function of a
member of God’s heavenly court. He was the Adversary, a sort of

1- Primitive Christianity in its Contemporary Seuing, p. 82,
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Public Prosecutor at the bar of divine justice, until he became
thought of as the embodiment of the evil he had to expose, and his
office of adversary became his name, Satan.”!

Later in the same book, discussing the angelology of The
Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, he adds.,

"Here in the Testaments Beliar has become a person, who stands
over against God, the embodiment of evil as God is of goodness.
God is the Lord of Light, and Beliar is the Lord of Darkness......
Moreover, Beliar has under him spirits who obey his will (T. Iss. vii.
7), and apparently the seven arch-spirits of evil, corresponding to
the seven archangels (T. Reub. ii. 1f.), belong to his court."

Satan’s position is identical with that of Ahriman as against
Ohrmazd; and at the end he will be bound (Test. of Levi, XVIII:
12) and thrown into the fire (Test. of Jud. XXVIII:3), just as, at
the dawn of the New Age, Ahriman’s power will be destroyed,
and he will be thrown back into the darkness and gloom
(Bundahi$n, XXXIV: 23).3

The dualistic tendency is even more prominent in the Qumran
literature. Two of the most important documents discovered at

1- The Relevance of Apocalypric, p. S1.

2- Ibid., p. 63.

3- One may compare the seven Amesa Spamuds (Bounteous Immortals) and their
corresponding evil spirits with the apocalyptic archangels (Uriel, Raphael, Michael,
Saragael and Ramacel) and archdemons (cf. I Enoch 20:2 ff. where their names and
functions are mentioned; and also the Test. of Ruben 2, concerning the Seven Spirits of
Deceit).

In the Talmud the parallels are closer. There are angels who are guardians of the
wind, water, fire, rain, night, day, animals, men, etc. "There is not a stalk on the earth
that has not its angel star (mazzal) "(Gen. Rabbah X) is compatable with Bundahiin
XXVII: 24: "Every single flower is appropriate to an angel." The- Talmudic passage -
also reminiscent of the idea of fravalis.
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Qumran, namely, The Manual of Discipline and The War of the
Sons of Light Against the Sons of Darkness, have a very strong
dualistic coloring. The Manual’s doctrine of the Two Spirits is so
close to that of the Avesta (Yasna 30) and other Zoroastrian
writings that reading the one immediately reminds of the other.
The Manual reads as follows:
"... Before things came into existence He determined the plan of
them; .. Now, this God created man to rule the world, and
appointed for him two spirits after whose direction he was 10 walk -
until the final Inquisition. They are the spirits of truth and peversity.
The origin of truth lies in the Fountain of Light, and that of
perversity in the Wellspring of Darkness. All who practice
righteousness are under the domination of the Prince of Light, and
walk in ways of light; whereas all who practice pérversity are under
the domination of the Angel of Darkness and walk in ways of
darkness.... All of the spirits that attend upon him are bent on
causing the sons of light to stumble.... It is God that created these
spirits of light and darkness and made them the basis of every act,
the (instigators) of every deed and the directors of every thought.
The one He loves to all eternity, and is ever pleased with its deeds;
but any association with the .other He abhores, and He hates all its
ways to the end of time.... Between the two categories He has set an
eternal enmity. Deeds of perversity are an abomination to Truth,
while all the ways of Truth are an abomination to perversity; and
there is a constant jealous rivalry between their two regimes, for
they do not march in accord. Howbeit, God in His inscrutible
wisdom has appointed a term for the existence of perversity, and
when the time of inquistion comes, He will destroy it for ever. Then
truth will emerge triumphant for the world, albeit now and until the
time of the final judgement it go sullying itself in the ways of
wickedness owing to the domination of perversity. Then, too, God
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will purge all the acts of man in the crucible of His truth, and refine
for Himself all the fabric of man, destroying every spirit of
perversity from within his flesh, and cleansing him by the holy spirit
from all the effects of wickedness.... For God. has apportioned’ them
in equal measure until the final age, until “He makes all things
new”." (English translation by Th. H. Gaster in The Dead Sea
Scriptures, pp. 50-53).

This passage from the Manual seems as if it is a Zurvanite
interpretation of the famous Gatha of Zarathustra (Yasna 30)! in
Jewish terminology. The Gathic verses may be quoted here:

3
Now at the beginning the twin spirits have declared their nature,
The better and the evil,
In thought and word and deed. And between the two
The wise ones chose well, not so the foolish.
4
And when these two spirits came together,
In the beginning they established life,
and non-life, And that at the last the worst existence should be for
the wicked,
But for the righteous one the Best Mind.
5
Of these two spirits, the evil one chose to do the worst things,
But the Most Holy Spirit, clothed in the most steadfast heavens,
Joined himself unto Righteousness;
And thus did all those who delight to please the Wise Lord by
honest deeds.

1- K G. Kuhn, in "Die Sektenschrift und die iranische Religion", (Zeitschrift filr Theologie und
Kirche, 49, 1952, pp. 296-316) compares it with the Gathic verses; Henry Micbaud, in
"Une mythe zurvanite dans un des manuscrits de Qumran® (Vems Testamentum, 5, 1955,
pp. 137-147) compares it with the Plutarchian version. "
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6
Between the two, the false gods also did not choose rightly,
For while they pondered they were beset by error,
So that they chose the Worst Mind.
Then they hastened to join themselves unto Fury,

That they might by it deprave the existence of man.!

David Winston in a valuable article, after comparing these two
passages, says:
"The dualism of the Manual is marked by three distinctive
characteristics. It moves within a monotheistic framework; it is
predestinarian; and it uses the imagery of light and darkness. Now,
while the dualism of the Gathas is similarly part of a monotheistic
scheme, it is clearly not predestinarian, nor does it use the imagery
of light and darkness. If we turn however, to the Zurvanite

heterodoxy we shall find all three elements."?

Winston’s remark concerning the monotheistic framework of
Zurvanism is undoubtedly right. It can be an answer to Helmer
Ringgren’s statement:

"But there is no doubt that the Qumran dualism bears the stamp of
compromise [between Iranian dualism and the Old Testament
monotheism). The Old Testament doctrine of God was too strong to
be pushed aside by a dualistic conception. The Dead Sea Scrolls
stand here on the foundation of Deutero-Isaiah (Isa. 45:5£.):

I am Yahweh and there is no other,

I form light and create darkness,

1- The Hymns of Zarathustra, translated by Mrs. M. Henning, from J. Duchesne-Guillemin’s
French translation.

2- "The Iranian Component in the Bible, Apocrypha, and Qumran," History of Religion, Vol.
5, No. 2, 1966, p. 202.
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I make weal and create woe.":

Zurvanism should not be taken as an absolutely dualistic
system. It is dualistic within a monotheistic framework _
conforming to the view of the apocalyptists and the writers of the
Qumran scriptures. The Gathic notion of the "twins" also
presupposes the idea of a "father” which corresponds to Zurvan as
the progenitor of Ohrmazd and Ahriman.

Wernberg-Moller? and M. Treves® have raised the objection
that the doctrine of the two spirits in the Manual, as in The
Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, is simply a psychological
notion, and not cosmic .. very much like the Jewish doctrine of
yeSer or good and evil "impulses". But it should be borne in mind
that, according to the Manual, one of the two spirits rises from the
"Fountain of Light" and the other one from the "Wellspring of
Darkness", and this is "God’s inscrutible design"; and also there
are "ways of light" and "ways of darkness", "domination of the
Prince of Light" and "domination of the Angel of Darkness"_
concepts that cannot be taken as merely psychological notions.
They have definitely cosmological connotations which, as H.
Ringgren has pointed out, become articulate in the War of the
Sons of Light and the Sons of Darkness. Moreover, the notions of
the "two ages", and "two kingdoms" which are set forth in the early
apocalypses, already suggest a cosmological dualism.

"... Every eschatology includes in some form or other a dualistic
conception of the course of history and implies that the present

1- The Faith of Qumran, pp. 79-80.

2- "A Reconstruction of the Two Spirits in the Rule of the Community,” Rovue de Quimran,
3, 1961-62, pp. 413441,

3- "The Two Spirits of the Rule of the Community," Ibid., pp. 449-452.

4- Op. cit., p. 76. '
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state of things and the present world order will suddenly come to an
end and be superseded by another of essentially different kind."

D.S. Russell, after quoting the above statement from
Mowinkel’s He That Comes (English translation, second edition,
1959, p. 125), adds,

"The dualistic view of the world, which is characteristic. of
apocalyptic eschatology, finds expression in a doctrine of two ages
which states that “the Most High had not made one age, but two”
(Il Esdras 7:50). Over against “this age’.. with its sin and
corruption, is set “the age to come’... in which evil will be routed
and wrongs will be set right. It is to be observed that these two
phases have overtones of cosmic character which they could never
have had within, say, the context of the Old Testament prophecy.
This present age is in the control of evil powers and has itself
become contaminated with evil and wickedness of every kind."

Determinism:

This dualistic view of time, in Iranian religions, as well as in the
apocalypses, is by its nature, and necessarily, deterministic. God,
ar Zurvan, has set a fixed duration for the present age and the
present world, at the end of which "finite time" (Zurvan daregho
xvadata) joins to its source, "infinite time" (Zurvan akarana).
Then the age of immortality will dawn, and the eternal kingdom
of God will be established.

"Because whatever is now is nothing,

But that which shall be is very great...

And all the present time shall be forgotten...
And the hour comes that shall abide for ever,
And the new world...” (I Baruch, 44:8-12)

1- Op. cit., pp. 266-7.
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According to the Gathas of Zarathustra God has determined,
“at the birth of existence", things that will happen” at the turning
point of creation".

As the holy one I recognized thee, O Wise Lord,

When I saw thee at the beginning, at the birth of existence,
Appoint a recompence for deed and word:

Bvil reward to the evil, good to the good,

Through thy wisdom, at the last turning-point of creation.

At the turning-point where thou wilt come with thy Holy Spirit,
with thy Dominion,

Then, O Wise One, shall Devotion, (moved) by the Good Mind _
By whose deeds the living prosper according to Righteousness _
Proclaim for them the decrees of thy will which none deceives.

As the holy one I recognized thee, O Wise Lord,

When he came to me as Good Mind and asked me:

"Who art thou, whose art thou? Shall I appoint by a sign

The days when inquiry shall be made about thy living possessions
and thyself?" (Yasna 43:5-7)

This deterministic conception of history is a main feature of the
apocalyptic writings.
"That which is determined shall be done.” (Dan. 11:36). "Neither will
He move nor stir things, till the measure appointed be fulfilled." (II
Esdras 4:36). _
According to the Dead Sea Scrolls also, the course of the
world, which is the battle between the powers of light and
darkness, is determined by God and follows His fixed plans.
:*Before things come into existence He determined the plan of them;
and when théy fill their appointed roles, it is in accordance with His
glorious design that they discharge their functions" (The Manual of
Discipline, 1IL: 14) *.... God in His inscrutable wisdom has appointed
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a term for the existence of perversity ...." (Ibid., IV:)!

According to the Bundahi$n, as it has been remarked before,
Ohrmazd fixed a time for battle against Ahriman: "Then
Ohrmazd, in his omniscience, knew that if he did not fix a time for
battle against him, then Ahriman could do unto his creation even
as he had threatened; and the struggle and the mixture would be
everlasting.... Then from Infinite Time he fashioned and made
Time of the Long Dominion: some call it Finite Time.... For Time
of the Long Dominion was the first creature that he fashioned
forth: for it was infinite before the contamination of the totality of
Ohrmazd. From the infinite it was fashioned finite; for from the
original creation when creation was created until the
consummation when the Destructive Spirit is made powerless
there is a term of twelve thousand years which is finite."?

In this connection a short passage from /I Esdras may be
quoted:
"For the world has lost its youth, The times begin to wax old.
For the world-age js divided into twelve parts;
nine parts of it are passed already, and the half of the tenth part;
and there remain of it two parts, besides the half of the tenth part.”
(14:10-13)

Here, besides the dvision of the world age into twelve parts?,
which corresponds to that of the Bundahi¥n, there is another

1- Quotations are both from Th. H. Gaster, op. cit., pp. 50-51, 53.

2- 1:12-24, translated by R.C. Zaehner in Zurvan, A Zoroastrian Dilemma, pp. 314-5.

3- Some sources speak of 9000 parts (Minok i Xrat, 8:9) and some others of 7000 (Bahman
Ya¥, chap. 3). The first figure refers, evidently, to the material creation and the second
to the history of man. In the Test of Abraham, chap. XIX, also, the world age is divided
into 7000 parts on a similar basis.
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point which is reminiscent of Iranian religion. Zurvan, we are told,
has three hypostases: ASoqar (who engenders), Zarogar (who
makes old), and FraSogar (who makes excellent).!

These entities represent the birth and death of the universe,
and its rebirth in infinite time-space. So, for the apocalyptist, as
for his Iranian neighbours, "The world has lost its youth". Still
another common theme, rebirth into the New Age, which is
eternal and free from Satanic forces, appears here.

Now let us see what raz/mystérion can mean in the frame-work
of God’s deterministic redmptive plan.
First we consider the concept of raz in its Iranian context. R. E.
Brown, following J. Scheftelowitz and S.Telegdi, says,
"Raz is almost certainly a Persian loan-word in Aramaic and Hebrew
(although in the Persian litersture that we presently possess raz
does not appear until the Pahlavi period, and we can only infer its
existence in the earlier language).*
This is not true.? In fact, the word raz occurs at least twice in
the oldest parts of the Avesta.
1- "kar toi razare, kat vasi
kat va stuito, ka# va yasnahya..." (Yasna 34: 12)
2-"... data xratéu¥ hizvo raithim stoi
mahya razéng Vohi sahit Manangha" (Yasna 50:6.)
1- "what is thy command? What willest thou? What praise,
what worship?..."
- "May the creator of the mind’s force show, as good mind,

1- In Zoroastrian literature fra¥kart is always used for the final rehabilitation. I cannot
accept Theodore bar Khoni’s order which places fralogar before zarogar. I am more
inclined to adopt, with Nyberg, the order given in Yair 14:28. (For 4 full discussion cf.
R.C. Zaehner, Zurvan, a Zoroastrian Dilemma, pp. 219-31.

2- The Pre-Christian Semitic Concept of "Mystery", p. 421, note 22.

3- Raz should not’be explained as related to Sanskrit rahas / rahasyam.
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His precept, that they may be the path of my tongue".!

Razar (raz + suffix - ar, nom. sing. neut.) and razan (raz + suff.
-an, nom. sing. neut.)? both are derived from the root raz (=
Sanskrit raj) = to rule, to order, to regulate.?

Razar has been translated 'regulations” by L.H. Mills%
"Satzung" by Christian Bartholomae’, "guiding principle" by LJ.S.
Taraporewala® and "command" by J. Duchesne-Guillemin.” But in
middle and modern Persian, the meaning of the word undergoes a
modification and comes to mean a "mystery", a thing of which the
meaning or purpose is hidden. This is simply a semantic
developement.

To the minds of the Iranians Ohrmazd’s ordinance (Satzung) is
his mysterious redemptive plan against the demonic powers of
Ahriman. His whole creation, all that has been and all that shall
be, is the realisation of what he has planned in the beginning of
the finite time. History is the realisation of his divine plan, and
creation is the materialisation of the spiritual prototypes which he
has fashioned at the outset. It is only he who knows, in his
omniscience (Xrati harvisp-akas,harvisp-akasih),whathas happened
or will happen at any point of time and space. These are
concealed from others. God reveals his mysteries only to those
whom he chooses. Zarathustra speaks of himself as being chosen

for the revelation:

1- The Hymns of Zarathubra, English version of J. Duchesne-Guillemin’s French translation,
London, 1952.

2- Cf. A.V.W. Jackson, An Avestan Grammar, Boston, 1892, S 336-7.

3- For other derivatives and occurances cf. Christian Bartholomae’s Altiransches Worterbuch,
Berlin, 1961, 1526-27.

4- The Zand-Avesta, part 111 (SBE. vol. XXXI), P.173.

5- Loc. cit.

6- The Divine Songs of ZarathuSra, Bombay, 1951, pp. 388-9.

7- The Hymns of Zarathustra, London, 1952, p.47.
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"To whom will help come through the Good Mind?
To me, for I am chosen for the revelation by thee, O Lord".
(Yasna 46:3)

"From the beginnign was I chosen for this by thee".

_ (Yasna 44:11)
"This thou hast revealed to me, O Wise One, thou who knowest
best" (Yasna 46:19)
"As the holy one I recognized thee, O Wise Lord, When he came to
me as Good Mind, When first I was instructed in your words"
(Yasna 43:11)
"1 will speak of the beginning of this existence, of things which the
Wise Lord has told me, he who knows” (Yasna 45:3)
(The Good Mind:) "I know but this one: ZarathuStra Spitama, the
only one who has heard our teaching” (Yasna 29:8)

Zarathustra is informed of "what shall not be and what
shall be",

"Make known to me what you have, as righteousness, appointed to
me as the best,
That I may join myself to it: from whence comes my inspiration
which makes me learn from the Good Mind, for my remembering,
What shall not be, O Wise Lord, or what shall be" (Yasna 31:5)

Zarathustra speaks of having seen, at the birth of existence, the
things which are ordained to happen at the latter end of days:

"As the holy one I recognized thee, O Wise Lord, When I saw you
at the beginning, at the birth of existence,
Appoint a recompense for deed and word:
Evil reward to the evil, good to the good,
Through fhy wisdom, at the last turning point of creation."
(Yasna 43:5)
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ZarathusStra is in direct communion with Ohrmazd: he sees him
and talks to him, ‘
"... Do thou teach me, O Wise Lord, to proclaim according to thy
spirit, '
Through thy mouth, how the begining of existence came to pass.”
(Yasna 28:11)

"Through the mind, O Wise One, have I known thee as the first and
the last,
And as the father of the Good Mind,
When [ perceived thee with mine eyes as the true creator of
Righteousness,
As the Lord in the deeds of existence” (Yasna 31:8)

He speaks of things and events pre-ordained and

pre-determined by Ohrmazd,
"The signs of the hand which shall bring us to bliss
Are assured to us indeed by you, Wise Lord, as Righteousness,
Together with a visible, manifest help ..." (Yasna 50:5)
"When at the time of the rewards he shall conquer Evil through the
Right,
When the alternative shall be fulfilled
Which was foretold for immortality to both false gods and mortals,
Then shall the salvation (of so many beings) increase thy worship, O
Lord!" (Yasna 48:1)

The number of quotations dealing with these notions can easily
be increased. In the Gathas 45 personifies the Divine Order, the
Divine Plan of creation.! It is according to this Divine Plan that
Ohrmazd creates:

"I will speak of the things which are best in this existence. He who

1- Cf. J. Duchesne-Guillemin, La Religion de 1’Iran Ancien, Presses Universitaires de France,
Paris, 1962. pp. 193-6.
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created it according to Righteousness,” (Yasna 45:4)

As it has been illustrated above, in Zoroastrianism God’s
creation, existence in its totality and from the beginnig to the end,
has been pre-ordained and determined according to His
redemptive, divine plan. It is only He who, in His omniscience,
knows the course and the meanings of events_past and future.
They are concealed from human beings. God discloses them only
to those whom He chooses for the revelation.

The purpose of God’s will and His ordinances, before He
reveals them, remain unknown_a mystery_even to the prophet.

"I entreat you, O Wise One, together with Righteousness, To make
known the purpose of your will, That we may decide rightly

And teach it to all consciences devoted to such as you, O Lord!"!
(Yasna 49:6)

So, the change of meaning in the word raz from "ordinance"
("Satzung") to "mystery” is a natural modification which,
apparently, had already taken place in the second century B.C.
when the writer of The Book of Daniel used it.

In Manichaean Middle Persian it carries most of its Avestic
overtones.
"Bereitet die Seele zur Reinigung vor und haltet dies wahre
Geheimnis [raz] heilig. Verehret die, welche erlost werden, und
lehret sie dies Geheimnis."2
"Dies ist der Weg, dies das Geheimnis [raz], dies das grosse Gebot

und das Tor der Erlosung."

1- All quotation from the Gathas have been taken from The Hymns of Zarathustra, London,
1952.

2- Mitteliranische Manichaica aus Chinesisch-Turkestan, 1, G. 75-81, Andreas-Henning, Berlin,
1934. :

3- ibid.. M. 82-84
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"Offne mir die Gesinnung, das Geheimnis [raz], das Bekenntnis und
den Glauben an sie."!

"What is... to... through those three escapes (?)... For through that
will go out the chosen and all the beneficent, and all who knew the
mystery [raz] and understood the belief.

The Saviour of my soul revealed these things to me..."

A careful examination of the concept of "mystery" in its
Judeo-Christian context will show that in all its main features it is
identical with its use in Iranian writings.

Ohrmazd’s ordinance ("Satzung"), as we have seen, is his
‘redemptive plan for fighting against Ahriman and his demonic
powers. Edwin Hatch who studies the uses of the word
"mystérion" in Judeo - Christian literature makes an interesting
statement which brings to light an important aspect of the concept
common to both raz (Avestan razar) and . its Greek translation
mysteérion.

"It [mysterion] is frequently used in the Apocryphal books. .. In a
majority of passages [it is used] of secrets of state, or the plans
which a king kept in his own mind. This was a strictly oriental
conception. A king’s “councel” was his “sectet”, which was known
only to himself and his trusted friends. It was natural to extend the
conception to the secret plans of God.”

D. Deden confirms Hatch’s statement:
"II [le terme mysterion] désigne d’abord des secrets humains, tantot

secrets d’amis, ... tantot secrets militaires qu'il ne faut pas livrer 2

1- ibid.,, I, M. 219 R 19-20. (Berlin 1933).

2- Boyce, Mary, The Manichaean Hymn Cycle in Parthian, H. VII 9b., Oxford University Press,
1954.
3- Essays in Biblical Greek, Oxford, 1889, p. 57-8.
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Pennemi (II Mach., XIII, 21), tantot secrets du roi (Jud., 11, 2; Tob.,
XII, 7,11). Ces derniers cas sont déja intéressants, car nous savons
qu’il y a souvent parallélisme d’expressions entre la langue de la
cour royale et la langue religieuse, Dieu étant congu comme an
roi."!

In fact, the same idea is suggested by such biblical phrases as
"the secrets of the kingdom of heaven" (Matt., 13. 11) and "the
secret of the kingdom of God" (Mark, 4. 11).

The concept of mystérion in the postexilic Jewish writings,
including Qumran literature, embodies, in general, God’s redemp-
tive plan. It refers, almost invariably, to the events_historical or
eschatological _which are pre-ordained by God. He reveals parts
of His plan only to those whom he chooses, and in different
manners_sometimes directly, sometimes through His Spirit,
sometimes through an angel.

In Daniel (I 18, 19, 27-30, 47.)® we see all these features.

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream is a mystery (raz) of which the meaning
is revealed to Daniel (19) by God (22, 28) "in a vision of the night"
(19). It deals with events, both historical (37-44) and
eschatological (28, 29, 45), which are pre-ordained and "shall be
hereafter".

1- Art. cit,, p. 427.

2- Zarathustra receives revelations directly from Ohrmazd, seeing him and talking to him
(Yasnas 45:3, 28:11, 43:5 etc.), through Vohu Manah (45:6, etc.) and through visions
(Zand i Vohuman Yasn, ch. 1)

3- Raz occurs several times in this chapter. It seems that the author of Danie! used it as a
technical term; for in I11.22 ("He reveals things deep and secret"), where "secret" has its
ordinary sense, he has used mstr, and not raz

Similarly the Greek translators of the LXX seem to have been conscious of this distinction.
Mysl;rion is the invariable translation of raz in the LXX. See R.E.Brown, The Pre-Christian
Semetic..., p. 417-8.

In this paper the writer confines himself only to the LXX passages where Mysterion, and not
other terms such as crypta Or apocrypta are used.
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In the apocalyptic writings the same trends show themselves,
though sometimes in a more elaborated form. Seers are taken to
heaven where they are shown the mysteries of heavenly bodies
and earthly creatures. All these mysteries are parts of the divine
plan of salvation. All that happens follows God’s ordinance and
He knows "all things before they come to pass". Mysteries are
pre-ordained and inscribed on heavenly tablets,

] know a mystery

And have read the heavenly tablets,

And have seen the heavenly books,

And have found written therein and inscribed regarding them:

That all goodness and joy and glory are prepared for them,

And written down for the spirits of those who have died in
righteousness,

And that manifold good shall be given to you in recompence of your
labours,

And that your lot is abundantly beyond the lot of the living."

D. Deden, discussing the concept of mystery in the Book of
Enoch, writes,

"D’abord, le livre d’Hénoch, ...attribue a mysterion le sense de
plan divin. Ce dessin divin et une chose préexistante au ciel, dont
la nature est d’€tre caché, a moins d’une revelation qui le fait
venir au grand jour."

In Qumran literature we have numerous references to the
loan - word raz.* Its meaning and role are the same as in other
Jewish writings. God’s "mystery" is His divine plan and His divine

1- Book of Enoch, 9:11.

2- ibid., 103: 2-3.

3- Art. cit. 431.

4- Cf. Ringgren, op. cit., 60 ff.
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knowledge of what happens or will happen in this age and the age
to come. The course of the universe is fixed and determined
according to the divine plan.
"All God’s times come accofding to His appointed order, which He
has fixed for them in the mysteries of His wisdom.” (Commentry on
Habakkuk, vii: 14).

The eschatological feature and the redemptive character of the
concept is evident in this passage,
"And on the trumpets of ambush they shall write: Mysteries of God
for the destruction of evil" (The War Scroll, iii, 8-9).

Concerning the "evil myseries” of which the Book of Enoch
(chapters 6-11) and Qumran texts (War Scroll, 14:9 etc.) speak,
one should bear in mind that according to the Iranian myth
Ahriman also has his own destructive plans of which Ohrmazd is
aware. (See the summaries of the myth in this paper).

The New Testament concept of mystery is in perfect accor-
dance with the background we have been trying to establish here.
In The First Epistle to the Corinthians (2:7-16) we read, |
"But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God
decreed before the ages for our glorification. None of the rulers of
this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory.. God has revealed to us through the
Spirit.”
Here again we have all the features of the concept "mysterion".
The mystery is decreed before the ages for our final redemption.
It is revealed by God through the Spirit to St. Paul.

This paper is an attempt to throw some ligth on the question of
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the origin and the background of the concept "raz / mystérion", in
Judaism and Christianity. Ramifications of the idea and the role
of Christ in its context lies beyond the scope of the present
discussion. I agree with D. Deden' and R.E. Brown who see the
origin of the N.T. concept of mystey in Judaism; but I wish they
could have seen further possibilities. Brown in both his articles
calls the concept "Semitic". He considers the Hebrew word "sod"
(= council) as the origin of the concept "mystery"? But he
neglects the fact that the whole idea in Judeo-Christian thought is
derived from the Presian loan-word raz (or its Greek translation
mystérion. He ignores, besides, the facts provided in this paper:

1) Ahura Mazda keeps council with Vohu Manah and ASa,
(Yasnas 46: 17; 32:2; etc.) and he is their "father" (45:4; 47:2;
etc.), while in Babylonian myths the God’s counsellors are not his
"sons". The angels of the heavenly council who are "the sons of
God" are exact parallels to Ame§aspantas.>

2) Ahura Mazda also speaks in first person plural, if this can be
an argument at all (see Yasna 32:2; etc.).

1- Art. cit. 427 ff.
2-- Art. cit. 417.
3- See Brown’s argument in The Pre-Christian... p. 418-419.
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