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ray and ra’y

A. Khatibi (abkhatib39@gmail.com)
A. Ghaemmaghami (qgaemmagami56@yahoo.com)

Abstract: In spite of what may come to mind, New Persian (I, is not from Arabic i,. It

is found as ray ‘wisdom’ in Manichaean Middle Persian. This word is the same as
Avestan ray(i) ‘wealth, magnificence’, which owing to be juxtaposed with x"arnah-/ farr
in some Av. and MP. “formulae”, has absorbed different meanings of farr like ‘wisdom’.
Numerous evidences in Shahnama and MP. texts prove this fact. In the meanwhile, these
proofs can show some of the former researchers’ mistakes in reading and interpreting
some verses of Shahnama. Nevertheless, inasmuch as NP. |, was homonymous with Ar.

&', it took on the meanings of the Arabic word and therefore the meaning of NP. ., has

greatly widened.
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