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Abstracts

The Arabic g-phoneme and its Development
in Persian

Dr. A. A. Sadeghi

Al-Jahiz (3rd century of Hijra) and some other early Muslim scholars state
that Iranians, unable to pronounce Arabic /q/, replace it by /k/. Different
examples collected from early and later Persian texts confirm this state-
ment. For example, even today, laglag “stork” is pronounced as laklak in
Persian. While /q/ is pronounced as a voiceless uvular stop sound in Ara-
bic, its modern Persian pronunciation is like a voiced velar stop, having a
fricative allophone between vowels. The reason for this allophonic realiza-
tion seems to be the coalescence of the Arabic voiced fricative velar /v/
with Arabic /q/ in Persian. However, in some southern Persian dialects,
such as Kerméani, Yazdi, Jahromi, Sustari, Kézeruni, and some dialects of
Khorasan, as well as in Tadjik and Afghan Persian, /q/ is pronounced as a
voiceless uvular stop. It is noteworthy that in these dialects the voiced velar
fricative /-y/ also exists as a phoneme, conserving its Arabic pronunciation.
In this paper, the author has traced the successive stages of the introduc-
tion and development of /q/ in Persian, therefore proposing an explanation

for its acceptance as a phoneme in Persian phonemic system.
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