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A. Sayce , the Cambridge ancient history, Vol III, P.
13 -186

Guyard, Stanisla- J. A.xv (1880), 540-3

Adontz, Histoire ancienne de I’ Armenie
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Corpus inscriptionum Chaldicorum, edit. by C. F-
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15 An Urarto Inscription

beside the source of the Agh Chay river.This river is at
the foot of the Sabalan ranges which is near Sarab. The
inscription is 125 by 85 cms and contains 13 lines. The
last one however is worn out.

This inscription is regarded by the local farmers as
a sacred place and is respected as a sanctuary. The dust
is deemed sacred and as they touch their face with it a
hollow is perforated in the centre of the inscription.

Mr. Zendahdel stated that this inscription is called
by the natives ‘“One thousand nails”, snd Mikhchelou
which is attributed to the cuneiform Urartu handwriting-



TWO FURTHER INSCRIPTIONS

Two further inscriptions in Urartu handwring were
discovered in another section of Azarbayejan, Iran. The
discovered was Mr. Najafgholi Zendahdel, an officer of
the Corn Administration, Tabriz - Regretfully he was
unable to take the photograph of the copy of them.

1. The first inscription discovered at Bazliq, one of
the six boroughs of Sarab Section, is limited from the
north to the Sabalan mountains, from the south to Harris
borough, from the east to Aghmion and from the west to
Yengcheh: -

In his letter to me Mr- Zendahdel has pointed out
that in the Razliq village, Sarab, in one of the valleys
overlooking Sarab, in which a river named Posslar
flows, there is a mill 6 kilometers from another village
called Dizaj . An inscription in Urartu handwriting is
carved on the right bank of the river two kilometers
from the mill. The farmers regard it as a talisman and
are afraid to pass by it- The characters of this inscription
are covered with moss, yet most have remained safe.
This inscription is 125 by 80 cms and 9 lines are carved
on it. In each corner a mark, resembling an oval cartouehe,
is carved Mr. Zendahdel presumes that it might be a royal
seal- Deteriorations of the 9 th line are more visible than
the others. Each line of this inscription is separated by a
straight line -

2. The other inscription discovered by Mr Zendah -
del is in the Nashteban village at the Qarahkooh valley



13 An Urarto Inscription

Who ever demolishes this inscription,gives any damage
to it, or breaks it up may the God Khaldi root him out
by the aid of the Air God (Heaven), the Sun God, and
other Gods, and let him retain no name for himself under
the Sun. I am Roussa, the son of Arguishti, the powerful
king of countries, king of the Biaini countries, king of
kings, and the Sovereign of the Toushpa city-



The -I:'[istor—ywof Ur;’td T 12

The photograph of the inscriptior issued in‘‘Ettela’at”,
dated Feb. 4th, which was found before by Dr.Faravashi,
University of Tehran, is an Urartu inscription but, reg-
retfully I have to advise you that this is not a newly
discovered one-

Count Canips, the Attache of the German Consulate,
Tehran,discovered this at Makou in 1910.This inscription-
was carried to Makou from the village Bastam,16, kilome
ters to the south-east of Makou, and installed in a bridge-
He gave a photograph of it to General Houtoum Schind-
ler, who sent it to Prof. A. H. Sayce at London and the
latter printed it in the Royal Asiatic Society digest,
London, in 1912.

Again,this inscription was printed in 1955 by Fredrick
-Wilhelm Konig in the book on Khaldi inscriptions. Eur-
thermore Mr.G- A. Melikishvili released it at Moscow in
1960 in a book on cuneiform Urartu inscriptions.

I have made a translation of it on the basis of what
was deciphered by Konig and Melikishvili and believe
that the translarion is correct. It is to be noted that the
old Makou which is now called Bastam was originally
called Roussa city. '

TRANSLATION OF THE INSCRIPTION

Roussa, the son of Arguishti, erected this high temple
for the God Khaldi- By the power of the God Khaldi,
Roussa, the son of Arguishti, speaks:-

This highland was void and nothing was erected
thereon. As the God Khaldi has ordered me, I erected
a building here and called it the city of Roussa- Roussa,
the son of Arguishti says:-



11 An Urarto Inscription

SPECIFICATIONS OF THE INSCRIPTEON

This inscription is in Urartu characters and was
carved by Roussa, son of Arguishti, one of the kings of
the said people in Urartu cuneiform handwriting - The
colour of the stone is green, the formaton is of sedimen-
tary stones, and the form of it is oblong - It is 72 by 56
cms, thickness 11 cms, and weighs ahout 110 kilograms.
On the surface of this inscription 16 parallel lines are

. . 1
carved and the distance of eachis 3 5-cms-

DECIPHERING THE INSCRIPTION

After the discovery of the inscription , the Central
Council of Celebration of 25th Century From the Founda-
tion of the Empire of Iran, the photograph of the inscrip-
tion, which was printed in the ‘“Ettelaat”’ paper by Mr .
Assadoilah Makouee, was sent for deciphering to Prof .
Dr. Heintz Louschai,the President of the German Archeo-
logical Mission in Iran. The said professor mailed it to
Professor Hintz; the lecturer of the Gottingen University,
Germany. He answerd within a short while to Professor
Heintz who sent a letter to Senator Boushehri, the Vice-
President of the Central Council of the Celebration of
the 25 th Century From the Foundation of the Empire of
Iran. This is transcribed and translated as Follows:-

His Excellency Senator Boushehri,

The Newspaper containing the photograph of the
inscription at Makou , which you favoured me with in
our last visit, was sent to Prof. Heintz at Gottingen who
immediately sent me the following answer:-



INSCRIPTION IN BASTAM VILLAGE

Many years ago an inscription in Urartu handwriting
was installed on the transom of the gate of a castle at
Bastam village, Chaypar borough, Ziaed-din section-one
of the sections of the Khoy city-, two kilometers from

the Khoy-Ziaed-din causeway and sixteen kilometers to
the east-south of Makou.

It is unknown to us why the above inscription was
plucked out from the transom of the gate of the castle.
Later on, the late Hadji Amin Pasha Khan Bayat Makou
who was one of the local landlords, installed it at the foot
of a bridge across the Agh-Chay river in the village
Kessyan, a suburb of the Khoy city.

After the death of Amin Pasha Khan,the bridge was
demolished and his son called Mohammad Sadigh Khan
Bahlouli plucked it out from the foot of the bridge and
carried it to his house at Makou.

My journey there to see the inscription took place
in the summer of the year 1953 upon the recommendation
of the late Salar Lashkar- I was accompanied by my friend
Dr.Eng. Manouchehr Amir Mokri-Although we inquired
about it and stayed there for a few days it was of no avail-

Fortunately during the last year Mr. Assadollah
Mousavi Makouee, the esteemed and learned Deputy of
Parliament from Makou, found this inscription at Makou
and dedicated it to the Education Office of the said city-

The facsimile and details of the discovery were issued in
the ‘“‘Ettelaat” paper and by this means he rendered a

great service to the history of archeology.



An Urarto Inscription

4. In the chariots of the mighty Khaldi, the expedi-
tion (was conducted by);

5. Sarduri, the son of Arguishti,

6. Sardury says ‘‘I conquered twenty-one castles;

7. I, in one day, conquered forty-five (or 44) cities.
Libluini;

8. The city of the king and the fortified city, I
conquered by war;

9. Sarduri, the powerful king, the great king;

10. King of the countries, king of Biaini country,
and the sovereign of the Tushpa city.
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the Seqindel village,a mountaineous district at Arasbharan
(Gharaja-Dagh), five kilometers from Varzaghan . The
inscription is 115 by 47 cms.

The first time professor Dr. Mashkoor gave some infor-
mation with respect to this inscription was in the Iranian
journal “Danesh’ Nos. 5 and 6- 1951. He printed a picture
of %of the inscription. % of the inscription was covered
by a heavy layer of the mould, owing to the remoteness

of the site and impassibility of the way Professor Dr.Mshkoor

was able to have access to this portion of the inscription
in the spring of 1953. Having been guided and accompa-
nied by two mountaineers, he cleaned the mould deposits
on the inscription, took pictures, and made drawings of
the inscription . It is probable- that some parts of the
inscription have been touched or tampered with . Per -
haps some of the characters are not accurate and some
of the cuneiform characters have been tampered with,
defromed, or defaced. It might be that some parts are
neglected or some natural marks of the stone are regarded
as the original cuneiform characters etc.

As we are unaware of the attempts made by the
qualified experts to decipher the writing as it was trans-
cribed by Prof. Dr. Mashkoor, or on the basis of other
evidence we therefore proceed to decipher it from the
cuneiform text and translate it as follows:-

1. The chariot of the God of Khaldi set out;

2. That attacked Kadiauni, the king of Puluadi
(country),

3. (Puluadi) is a mountainous country. By the grace
of Khaldi, the Almighty;



7 An Urarto Inscription

Macuch, professor of Semitic languages in Western Berlin
University and was at that time in Iran, brought me the
good tiding that the inscription was deciphered by the
Soviet scholars. This translation was sent to him by Mr.
Johannes Freidrich, professor of W. Berlin University.

As soon as I was informed of the translation, I eager-
ly asked Prof. Freidrich to send me a photocopy of the
article on this inscription.- He did not hesitate to send
it to me. and I am indebted to him and deem it expedient
to express my gratitude in this regard-

By reading the article it was understood that G. A.
Melikishvili, the Georgian Urartologist , has deciphered
the inscription from the drawing in my book and has
written an elaborate article on it in the *Vestink Drevney
Istorii, 1960,3p , 3-11”, inthe Russian language. Now app-
lauding and greeting this Georgian scholar, we offer the _
translation of his instructive article:-

“DISCOVERY OF A NEW URARTU CUNEIFORM
INSCRIPTION IN AZARBAYEJAN, IRAN”.
By: G- A. Melikishvili.

Some time ago P. K. Kiknadzi, the Russian Iranilo-
gist, showed me a book History of Urartu People publi-
shed in 1955- by Dr. Mohammad Javad Mashkoor, profe-
ssor at the University of Tabriz. This book has a preface
in the English language by R. N. Frye. According to the
preface a ten lined inscription in Urartu language was
carved on a stone in a mountain, which was unknown
till now. This was' discovered at the north extremity of



The History of Urarto 6

and is deemed to be contemporary with Assyrians and
Babylonians . This relates back to 2700 years ago and
therefore, this inscription is older than the Achaeminians
and the Madian ara and is one of the most ancient inscri-
ptions ever found in Iran-

It is to be noted that the cuneiform characters of the
ancient pars used by the Achaemenians emperors in their
formal inscriptions were not of this type . Generally
speaking , they were the common handwriting of the
civilized nations of Asia and many other nations such
as Sumerians, Accadians, Elamites, Babylonians, Assyri-
ans, Hittites and Urartusand. The Iranians, also, adopted
the said handwriting the same way as the latin characters
are used by the present western peoples -

Each of the above nations, which inhabited Meso -
potamia, Syria, Asia Minor and the highlands of the both
sides of the Zagros mountains , made ameliorations and
alterations in the cuneiform characters borrowed from
other nations . They also increased or reduced the angles
and positions of the characters and made many other
changes according to their environment, time, and taste .

TRANSLATION OF THE INSCRIPTION

After the publication of the book on the history of
Urartu people and discovery of the inscription, it was
expected that one of the Urartologists would succeed in
deciphering the inscription. Neither the European nor
the American Urartologists, of whom I expected more in
this respect, were able to decipher and read this inscrip-
tion. Some two years ago my learned friend Dr. Rudolf



5 An Urarto Inscription

Over and above the inscription on the summit of the
mountain there is a spacious cavein which human mani-
pulation is clearly visible some paray.

It is presumed that once upon a time it was used
as a shelter- In a corner of the cave there is an orifice
resembling a tunnel leading from the top to the foot of
the mountain. This is now filled with stone and clay but
apparently it was used as a corridor.

On the summit of the mountain there are traces of
castle walls. On the posterior part of the north direction,
which looks to the south of Seqindel, there are piles of
ash which are intermingled with clay and pebbles and
covered with a layer of mould-

The elders of Seqindel village narrate from their

ancestors that in the old times there was a castle on this
cliff inhabited by the Armenians to whom the surroun -

ding people referred o for their ironsmith works.

The people of Seqindel regarded the place of the
inscription, as well as the village at its foot, as the abode
of ghosts arnd jinns and were afraid to pass by them during
the dark nights.

THE CHARACTERS OF THE INSCRIPTION

The letters of the inscription are formed of small
and large type triangles in the form of nails. These are
placed next to each other and are distinguished by the
change of directions, differences of the foremost position,
bases and sides of the characters- The writing, which is of
Urartu type, is older than the ancient Parsi cuneiform
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Later on Imade a further trip to the site of the inscription,
took a mould of it, and printed the picture of the mould
in a book called History of Urartu People and Discovery
of an Inscription in Urartu Characters in Azarbayejan
which was published in 1953 .

SPECIFICATIONS OF THE INSCRI1PTION
AND ITS LOCATION.

The inscription is located on a mountain called
«Zaghiror« Ghiah » two kilometers north of Seqindel on
an imperfect conical cliff 5 meters high. The circumfer-
ence is about 4} meters and only one side of it, looking to

the west, is smooth and limpid. The inscription is 115 by
47 cms and 10 lines are carved on it- This inscription is
situated at Seqindel, one of the villages of Ozoomdel, 5
kilometers east of Varzaghan borough, a dependency of
Ahar city -

On the summit and at the foot of the mountain
and the surrounding hills many relics of ancient culture
and civilization, particularly those of prehistoric origin,
are visible. Many graves, which after the locat dialect are
called «Gabouri Qabri» or gravesof «Gabrs» are unearthed
there.These graves are also called the «Graves of Infidels».

Many articles such as decorated or plain

earthenwares and enamelwares and bronze tools belonging
to the prehistoric people were found there - During my

last visit therée, I found two earthenware pots of that type

which I dedicated to the Faculty of Literature, Tabriz -
Other relics found there were the remnants of demolished

subterranean canals and long clay waterpipes which were
occasionally found by the farmers during ploughing-



SEQINDEL INSCRIPTICN IN URARTU CUNEIFORM
CHARACTERS.

In issues number 5 and 6 of the « Danesh » Journal
released in July 1951, I published the photograph of
one quarter of an inscription together with an article.
I stated that this inscription , which is discovered at
Arasbaran districtof Azarbayejan , is to be deemed of
ancient Urartu relics -

At the same time that article was shown by Dr.
Ghirshman, the Head of the French Mission for the
Scientific Archeological Excavations at Susa and my
learned friend Mr. Mohammad Taghi Mostafavi, the then
Head of Department of Archeology, Tehran, to Dr .
Herbert Paper, Professor of Oriental Languages, Cornelle
University, New York, who at that time was in Iran .
On bhis return to the United States, Dr. Paper showed the
article to Professor A.- Goetze, of the Yale University,
who has been an old collector of Urartu inscriptions.

The latter professor confirmed my idea with
respect to its being of Urartu inscriptions and believed
that the last word of the inscription might be deciphered
and read as <SHANIPA» which means the place in which
the inscription is located. He asked me to send him more
accurate information together with the photograph or
facsimile of the said inscription ,so that he might break
through the old puzzle. As three-quarters of the inscription
was covered with moss and it was not possible to take
copy of the whole insription,I was unable to println the
Danesh Journal more than ;- of it which was clear and

visible.
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On top and at the foot of the mountain , and on mounds
in the Vicinity , remains of ancient Settlements may be found.
The local inhabitanes Speak of ancient graves Which they Call
»Gabur, graves ( infidel in the local dialect, and from Which
they dig Pottery and bronze objects. Mr. Mashkur obtained
Several objecls from the local People and gave them to the
museum of the Faculty Arts of Tabriz) - There is no question that
this is an important Site for archeological Work . The elders
Of the Village of Segindel Say that in ancient times a Castle
inhabited by Armenians existed on top of the mountain and
that People of Surrounding Villages went there to obtain iron
objects . Perhaps this is an echo from Urartu times .

The objects reproduced in Photograph in Mr . Mashkur's
persian text Were found in graves near the Village of Seqindel-
They Provide an interesting link from Arasbaran With Similar

objects from Sialk and from the necropolis of Ajindojin. between
Qazvin and Tehran .

It is to be hoped that archeological Work Will be
undertaken in these important Urartu sites, for little is known
of Urartu culture . This cuneiform inscription is the oldest
found in Iran, Save for the Clay tablets from Susa .

English resumé by
Prof . Richard N. Frye

Harvard University .



The English Preface to
The first Edition by Professor Frye

The Discovery of an Urartu Inscription in
Iranian Azerbaijan (Survey Report)

Mr. Mashkur The professor at the University of-Tabriz
first reported the discovery of a Cuneiform inscription in
Azerbaijan in an article in the persian Journal Danesh vol. 2,
nos. 5 & 6 ( 1330/1950) A photograph of about onefourth of
the inscription , located in the distrisct of Arasbaran, Was printed
with the article . Offprints of the article Were Sent to Several
Scholars, amog them professor A . Goetze of Yale University
Now Haven, Conn. USA , Who Suggested that the inal Word
of the inscription Might be read as Shanipa , the name of the
Site Of the inscription. Since the full text Was not Printed
because of a layer of accumulated earth over three-quarlers
of the inscription , Mr . Mashkur Prepared an expedition to
the site itself Where he Could Work on the inscription en situ .

Because of the remoteness of the Site and the difficulties
of travel to it, Mr . Mashkur Was able to arrange a trip only
in the Spring of 1953 after the Snows had melted and the roads
had dried . With two Comrade, he travelled to the Village of
Seqindel from - the Village of Mushk Anbar . From Segindel the
site of the inscription Was near , he reached it and Cleared
the deposit from the Surface , took Photos , and Copied the
inscription .

The inscription is located in the district of Arasbaran
or Qaraja Dagh near the Village of Seqendel which latter is 5
Kilometers to the east of the administrative Center Varzagan
(42 degrees 39 min- long- and 38 degrees 31 min lat, E, Green.)
The inscription is Carved on a roch in the moutain Called Zaghi
or Ghayeh, 2 Kilometers north of Seqendel On the Sw Side of
the rock is the text, 115Cm - high and 47 Cm . Wide . The
inscription has 10 lines .
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