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Editors’ Notes

A collection of historical legends may sound paradoxical.
The stories in this collection are partially historical and
partially legendary; some parts are true, some are not.

You will notice real geographical places such as
Badakhshan, Parwan, Herat, Bamiyan, Kabul and Jalalabad.
These cities and provinces have long histories. You will find
real historical names such as Ali Sher Nawayi, Genghiz Khan
and King Jalaluddin. The historical elements in the stories
show us that the stories are rooted in a certain place or certain
event.

But these stories are more than bare historical reports. You
will notice exaggerations and imagination. As stories are
passed on from generation to generation, story-tellers
embellish the original facts. That is why they become legends.
One wonders: is it really true that the daughter of King
Jalaluddin betrayed her father’s empire to Genghiz Khan? Or
could Rabia Balkhi really have written a poem with her own
blood? The bloody deaths and resurrection of the two brothers,
Ashegan and Arefan sounds too fantastic. Could two people
actually fall in love years before they ever met?

The stories are steeped in emotion. One wonders why there
are so many passionate love stories rooted in actual places in
Afghanistan. Treachery and revenge, murder and battle are
constant themes of these legends. Indeed, these stories provide
splendid research opportunities for scholars to explore the
myths that have developed through the centuries and to search
out the historical elements within these stories.

We have collected these historical legends from various
sources. One helpful resource was the English book by Barrett
Parker and Ahmad Javid, Fables from Afghanistan (Amristar,



India, 1972). Dr. Ahmad Javid (1927-2002) had a passion to
collect and document the cultural history of Afghanistan. He
was a professor in the Department of Literature at Kabul
University for many years and served as president of Kabul
University for a short period. Ahmad Javid’s son, Mr. Akhshid
Javid, who lives in London, granted us permission to adapt and
reprint these stories.

Also, Homayun Hotak, editor and translator with Operation
Mercy, has spent many hours in the Public Library of Kabul,
browsing through Afghan culture magazines. We thank the
Public Library of Kabul for their cooperation in this project.
We also thank who have done research and written in detail on
certain legends for sharing their stories with us.

Op-Mercy Afghanistan



The King of Two Swords'

Centuries ago when the Arab conquerors were attacking
Kabul, the Hindu “infidels” were bravely trying to protect their
temple grounds.? The story is told that one of the Arab Muslim
heroes fought valiantly with two great swords, one in each
hand. During the attack on Kabul, as the Arab warrior fought
against the defenders of the city, his head was cut off some
distance east of the city at a place now called Shah-e Shahid
(martyred Kking).

As the legend goes, even after his head was chopped off,
the warrior continued to fight, wielding his swords with fearful
devastation along the banks of the Kabul River. Here he fell at
last and died. This legend is commemorated by two graves,
one at Shah-e Shahid where his head is supposedly buried, and

! Adapted and reproduced with permission from Images of Afghanistan
(Oxford University Press, Pakistan, 2010) and Barrett Parker and Ahmad
Javid, Fables from Afghanistan (Amristar, India, 1972).

2 Arab warriors first raided the area of present-day Kandahar and then went
into central Afghanistan around 700 AD. Hindu kings continued to rule the
Kabul area as vassals to the Arab conquerors well into the 8th century.



one on the banks of the Kabul River near the mosque named in
honor of him, the Mosque of the King of Two Swords
(Masjid-e shah-e do shamshera).

These two grave sites have become shrines where Muslims
go to pray for special needs. On certain days of the week,
devotees will light candles in the evenings and place them on
the walls around the shrines. Traditionally, it was seen as an
honor to be buried in the vicinity of either of these graves.

Vocabulary

Chop off GRS akad
Conqueror  g=ié

Infidel Ot 2 9 A
Warrior PECAEY
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1. How did the Arab warrior fight his enemies?

Questions

2. Why are there two graves, one at Shah-e Shahid and
the other at the Mosque of the King of Two Swords?

)R KK X

The Wall of Kabul?

Anyone who has visited Kabul will notice the ruins of an
long, ancient wall stretching out like an elongated dragon
along the ridge of the mountain, Sher-e Darwaza. The wall
begins at Artal Bridge and stretches all the way to Bala Hissar.
It is believed that the the wall dates back to the Hephthalite
era, when king Zanburak Shah ruled this area and Kabul was
his capital. Today one the peaks of the mountain is named
after this ruler, Mount Zanburak Shah.

According to the legends, this king of Kabul, who lived
about a hundred years before Islam, was cruel and always
suspicious of others. Fearing an enemy could attack him and
his domain, he decided to surround Kabul with huge walls.*
Two great gates were planned - one at Dehmazang to the west
of the city, and the other toward Bala Hissar in the southeast.
The top of the wall, which offers a splendid view of present-
day Kabul, follows the crest up the Sher-e Darwaza Mountain
and then descends to the ancient fortress, Bala Hissar, the

® The story is used with permission from Images of Afghanistan (Oxford
University Press, Pakistan, 2010) and Barrett Parker and Ahmad Javid,
Fables from Afghanistan (Amristar, India, 1972).

* The wall is generally attributed to the 6™ century AD after the fall of the
Hephthalite rulers. Subsequent empires restored and added to the
construction until the 18" century, after which it has fallen into ruins. See
Nancy Dupree, An Historical Guide to Kabul (Kabul, Afghan Tourist
Organization, 1972), 99-100.



remains of which are still present.> According to the people of
Kabul this wall has a ghastly history, which explains why it
was never completed.

The king was an absolute monarch and reputed to be the
greatest oppressor of his time. His subjects detested him. On
the day he began construction of the wall, he forced all the
people to come and join in the work. Nobody dared disobey
him, disagreeable as it was, because the king maintained a
very strict watch. Without hesitation he eliminated anyone
who was lazy or weak. If a person could not maintain the pace
of the work, he simply had him immured alive in the wall. The
people worked as hard as they could, with the cries of those
imprisoned in the walls ringing in their ears, until they were
silenced by suffocation and death.

® Another fantastic legend suggests that the wall is the back of a huge
dragon which came down the mountain to drink from the river below but
died along the way. If one uses his imagination, he can see how the wall
resembles the back and tail of a monstrous dragon.



The wall was nearing completion when a dramatic event
interrupted the work. Among the hundreds of workers was a
young man about to get married. He was as terrified as the
others and did not dare ask any favors from the king. His
betrothed sternly reproached him for this, accusing him of
being spineless. She refused to accept his docility and finally
worked out a bold plan.

Shortly thereafter, the young girl was seen digging on the
wall. She arrived with a determined air and explained that she
was replacing her brother who had suddenly fallen ill. Calmly
and courageously she went to work. In the meantime her
fiancé, frightened at the whole idea, hid in his house and tried
not to think about what was happening. He regretted having
made a bargain with his betrothed, because he held himself
responsible for her plan. The dreadful spectacle of poor people
being “cemented” in the wall haunted him. However, the work
continued and the days passed by. In the meantime, his valiant
young betrothed faithfully continued the task that she had
imposed upon herself.

One day the king visited the construction site. With rage
and fear in their hearts, the workers continued their work.
Making careful inspection, the king rode by majestically,
surrounded by his mounted retinue. As he examined the
massive wall which he liked to call his own work, he noticed
the young girl. She promptly drew her veil across her face as
the king approached. The king called her over to him, asking
why she had veiled her face, “Just a few minutes earlier you
were working with these men and you were uncovered. Why
did you cover yourself now?”’

She replied, “These are not men!”
“Why?” asked the indignant king.

“No, they are not men!” replied the girl. “If they were men
they would not let themselves be treated like slaves without



attempting a revolt. 1 am only a poor woman, but I will not
submit to your cruel laws.”

She then grabbed a large rock and heaved it at the king. It
struck him in the middle of the chest, knocked him from his
horse and killed him. A wild shout spread throughout the
crowd as they immediately rushed together without signal or
warning. They attacked the shocked courtiers who were staring

il 5 47
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at the dying king lying on the ground. The courtiers had no
chance to defend themselves as the crowd massacred them on
the spot.

The news of this incident spread immediately throughout
the bazaars of the city. The oppressor and his courtiers were
dead, destroyed by his own people. The population of the town
descended from the hill and abandoned the wall. It was never
completed. Everybody celebrated, not only over their
liberation but even more over the wedding of the young
courageous heroine who had sparked the revolt.



The brave girl was called Sumhi (moon). After this
liberation, the people nicknamed the mountain, Asamah in
honor of Sumhi. Gradually the name of the mountain changed
to Asama-i and it is still called by that name today.

The wall has been demolished numerous times due to
different civil wars and natural disasters. It is said that the wall
has been rebuilt three times so far. First, it was rebuilt and
strengthened by Babur in the 16™ century. It was rebuilt a
second time by Shah Abdali and his son Temur Shah in 18"
century. In the 19" century, during the reign of Abdul Rahman
Khan it was rebuilt a 3" time.

Vocabulary

1. Demolish GRS Q1A (a8 Ol g

2. Fortress ol Aalh ¢ S

3. Hephthalite era B il s

4. Oppressor S g allla

5. Paranoid Sl

6. Suffocation 483 (i gald

7. Imure GRS Jgmana (a1 0T ) g Jlga 2
Questions

1. When was the wall of Kabul first built?

2. What did the king do to anyone who did not work hard
enough?

How did Sumhi rescue the people of Kabul?
4. Why do we call the mountain, Mount Asma-i?

xR KK X



Rabia and Baktash — Love between a
Princess and a Slave®

Rabia, known as Rabia Balkhi, was the daughter of Kaab,
king of Balkh, Sistan, Kandahar and Bost provinces, probably
around 950 AD. Rabia is considered to be the first Persian
woman poet and a contemporary of the great Persian poet,
Rudaki, who lived in Khorasan. However, the story of Rabia is
the tale of a faithful woman caught in a tragic triangle between
her kind father, her cruel brother and her lover. Many writers
and poets have written stories and fables about Rabia’s tragic
life and her passionate love for her brother’s slave, Baktash.
Her fate was death.

Rabia was Kaab’s only daughter. Rabia was said to be very
beautiful and petite. Moreover, she had a lovely voice and
spoke with extraordinary talent. Her inspiring poetry touched
the heart of everyone. Her father was especially attached to her
and constantly thought about her future. Realizing her unusual
talent, he called her “Zain-ul-Arab” (the beauty of Arab).

When Kaab was on his deathbed, he summoned his son
Haris and entrusted his beloved daughter to him, saying,
“Many princes have asked me for Rabia’s hand in marriage
but no one is worthy of her. If you find someone worthy, do
what you think is best to make her life happy.”

Haris accepted his father’s words and then succeeded his
father as king. He loved his sister very much and she became
dearer to him than his own life.

But destiny played another game. One day Haris hosted a
big feast in honor of having succeeded to his father’s throne.
The feast was held in one of Balkh’s beautiful, fertile gardens.

® Adopted from Dari text.



The surroundings were exquisite: lush green lawns, dazzling,
colorful flowers and a quiet, fresh stream flowing among the
trees and flowers.

The king’s throne was placed on a high balcony. King Haris
sat on the throne with such radiance, as if he were the sun
itself. Elders and courtiers saluted and congratulated the king.
Everyone was enjoying the party. Servants and slaves glided
around the royal throne like jewels, graciously serving all the
guests. Among all the servants there was one unique young
man, valiant and unusually attractive. He shone like the moon
among the stars. Everyone admired his looks. He was the
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guardian for the king’s treasures, a special and most
trustworthy servant of the king. His name was Baktash. When
Rabia heard about the feast, she climbed on to the palace roof
to watch the event.

As she observed all that was going on, her eyes suddenly
fell on Baktash who was standing near the king, always at the



king’s service. Sometimes he served the king, his face glowing
with beauty, sometimes he played the rubab, singing like a
nightingale. When Rabia saw the attractive young man, a spark
of love ignited in her heart. She fell helplessly in love with
him. From then on, her nights knew no sleep and her days no
comfort. A storm of thoughts and longing overcame her. She
wept profusely and her heart melted like a candle.

After a year of intense sorrow and grief, she grew faint and
became bedridden. Her brother called for the royal physicians
to treat her but all was in vain.

Rabia had a special maid as her confidant. She was not only
kind and compassionate, but also very clever and intelligent.
With her wit and cunning, she was able to convince Rabia to
reveal her secret. Rabia poured out her heart to her maid,
telling her everything about her love for Baktash.

Rabia asked her maid to approach Baktash and let him
know of her heartache. But he must not disclose this secret to
anyone else. Rabia also wrote a letter to her beloved. She
sketched a portrait of herself in the letter and sent it off.

And so, finally the maid informed Baktash of everything.
When Baktash saw the letter along with the beautiful sketch of
Rabia, he was overcome by such passionate love for her it was
as if he had known her for years. He burned in love for Rabia
though he had never seen her.

Baktash responded to Rabia’s letter with his own message
of love. When her maid told Rabia that Baktash also showed
strong affection for her, she was delighted and tears of joy
welled up in her eyes. From then on, poetry flowed from her
pen day and night. She sent them to her beloved and Baktash
grew more passionately in love as he read her poems.

O night breeze! Take my message to my beloved
Tell that gracious one to take my body and my heart



With one look, O handsome one, you shattered my heart
Like Ali who captured the fort of Khyber in one attack
You are like the brilliant moon and I burn in love, shine on me

Is the pain of your love not enough, that you torture me with
separation?

My beloved torments me, but I accept it all from him,
Because what can one gain from an unfaithful lover?

Time passed, but their love story remained secret. Then,
one day Baktash recognized Rabia and immediately fell at her
feet. But instead of responding with empathy and warmth,
Rabia reacted to him coldly. She was very upset at his flippant
behavior. She rebuked him, dismissing him without any talk of
love.

Baktash was devastated. What did all those letters of love
mean if she was treating him like this? He said, “My dear!
What is this? You are driving me mad with your wonderful
poems of love, and now you reject me as if I’'m a stranger™?

Rabia replied, “You do not understand my secret. You
don’t know how precious this flame of love is that burns in my
heart and engulfs my senses. It’s not something physical. This
love is deep in my heart, it is spiritual, not a lustful or fleshly
love that hungers for carnal pleasure. It is enough that you’re
the subject for my burning love and the confidant for my
secrets. Do not touch me or I will reject you like a stranger.”

Rabia went on her way, leaving the slave even more
passionately in love after he had heard her words. Rabia
continued with writing affectionate poetry for Baktash, in this
way expressing and releasing some of her intense emotions.

Rabia’s brother Haris became a powerful dictator and ruler.
Being both her brother and an autocrat, he made some plans
for his sister’s future.



One day the passionate Rabia was walking around in her
garden and reciting her poetry. The subject was Baktash.
Suddenly she noticed that her brother was listening to her. She
immediately changed the subject and the name, but her brother
suspected his sister had a secret he didn’t know.

About a month later, enemy troops invaded Haris’ domain.
Haris gathered his armed men and attacked the invaders with
ferocity. Baktash courageously fought beside the ruler with a
sword in each of his hands. But unfortunately, Baktash
suffered a stabbing injury in his head. The enemy was about to
capture him as their hostage when suddenly a sword-wielding
rider, whose face and body were covered, dashed upon the
scene. The rider slashed his way through the battle field,
beheading numerous troops until reaching Baktash who lay
wounded on the ground. The rider heaved the injured Baktash
on the horse and carried him to safety. Then in an instant, the
rider disappeared. No one recognized who this brave rider was.

This brave fighter was none other than Rabia. She risked
her life to save Baktash’s life. But when she disappeared, the
enemy troops flew into a rage. Like a massive wave, they
hurled themselves against the Balkh troops. Haris’ troops were
about to suffer tragic defeat, when the king of Bukhara with
his troops rushed to their aid and rescued Balkh. Had the
Bukhara army not joined the Balkh army, no one would have
survived. After defeating his enemy, Haris returned to Balkh
as a conqgueror. He ordered that the brave rider whose face had
been covered should be found and brought to him. His
messengers looked everywhere but they found no trace of the
rider, as if the rider had been an angel from heaven.

That night Rabia was very worried about Baktash’s injury.
In her heart she longed for him. Not able to sleep, she sent him
a letter. The letter was like a balm of relief for Baktash as he
wept with joy. After a few days Baktash completely recovered.



One day Rabia happened to meet Rudaki, the renowned
poet of that era. As they discussed some of their poetry with
each other, Rudaki was amazed at her incredible talent in
poetry. When he found out about her secret love, he
approached the Bukhara king, the one who had helped Haris in
battle. It so happened that Haris entered the Bukhara court that
very day to express his gratitude for the king’s timely

assistance. A royal feast was held in the court. Poets and other
officials were present too. The king asked Rudaki to recite his
poetry. Since he had learned some of Rabia’s poems, he
recited these as well.

As the party grew livelier, the king became fascinated with
these new poems and inquired who had penned them. By now
Rudaki was drunk and taken in by all the excitement. Unaware
of Haris’ presence, he revealed Rabia’s secret love with
Baktash, explaining that these poems belong to Kaab’s
daughter, who is so passionately in love with her brother’s
servant that she can’t sleep nor eat. She does nothing but write



charming love poetry to her lover and secretly send them to
him.

Hearing of his sister’s love affair, Haris pretended to be
totally inebriated, acting as if he had not heard anything. But
when he returned to Balkh, he was enraged and looked for a
way to shed her blood and wash away this shame. As for
Baktash, he treated Rabia’s poetry as precious treasure,
keeping them all in a special place.

Baktash had a friend who turned out to be a traitor. He
discovered Baktash’s secret love and exposed it. After he
found the letters, he took all of them to the king. Haris was
beside himself with fury. In rage, he immediately ordered that
Rabia be killed. First, he had Baktash thrown into a pit and
then he set out have Rabia put to death.

He ordered that she be taken to a bathhouse. They were to
cut the veins of her hands and lock the door securely. Behind
the closed door, Rabia wept. Her heart burned with sorrow.
Slowly the blood drained from her body and spread over the
floor. She dipped her finger in her own blood and wrote her
final poem of love on the wall.

As the wall colored with her blood, her body grew pale.
Just as the wall had no more room for more poetry, no blood
was left in her body. The wall overflowed with her poetry as
she dried up as a lifeless shell.

The next day when the servants opened the door of the
bathhouse, they found Rabia’s body covered with blood. They
washed her and then buried her. They found the bathhouse
wall filled with heart-wrenching love poetry. The greatest lines
of all were ...

| wish to God that you fall in love someday
To someone hard and cold, not someone kind
To know the pain of love and separation



When you suffer in love, you understand my way

Some time later, Baktash managed to escape from his
prison. One night he raided Haris’s bedroom and killed the
ruler. Then he dashed to Rabia’s grave and put an end to his
own life with a dagger in his belly,

Vocabulary
1. Bathhouse  alea
2. Carnal (e
3. Destiny BT g Ciand
4. Devastate OIS QA (S gEIu
5. Exquisite £ s g deuls
6. Foray Jelad U g cdls
7. Inebriate G99 O 9A o ¢ S Chua
8. Petite NEHISTS
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10. Drain G cdlald
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Questions

How did Rabia see Baktash for the first time?
2. Who was the great poet that Rabia met?

Is it acceptable for a princess to fall in love with a
slave?

4. Did Haris do the right thing by ordering Rabia to be
killed? How should a ruler respond when he faces
shame?
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Adam Khan and Durkhanai - Love in
Pashtun Lands’

Many years ago in the time of Akbar the Great, ruler of the
Mughal Empire, two tribal leaders lived in neighboring
villages in Pashtun territory, Asan Khan of the Yousufzai tribe
and Tozu Khan of the Mattakbel tribe. For many years these
leaders did not have any children. But a holy man visited their
villages and left gifts of fresh dates. After they ate the dates, in
due time they both fathered children. Asan Khan had a son
named Adam Khan and Tozu Khan had a daughter named
Durkhanai.

Both children were sent to school at their local mosques
where the mullahs taught them the Koran and other studies,
such as mathematics, philosophy, and law. In addition, Adam
Khan became a fine rubab player. Durkhanai grew into a
lovely young woman, a renowned beauty of her tribe. One day
Adam's teacher was unable to answer one of Adam’s questions
and suggested that he travel to the next village and ask the
mullah there for the answer. When Adam arrived at the
mosque of this village he met Durkhanai and thought she was
the loveliest girl he had ever seen. He spoke boldly to her,
found himself deeply attracted to her, and fell in love with her.

The years passed and Adam Khan became one of the
leading young men of his tribe. One day a wedding was held in
Asan Khan’s village and at the reception a young girl named
Tutia danced before the guests. She was pretty and from a
good family, so Asan Khan chose her as a wife for Adam. In a
few months Adam and Tutia were married, as was the custom
of the time, despite his love for the beautiful Durkhanai.

" The story is used with permission from Images of Afghanistan (Oxford
University Press, Pakistan, 2010).



Some time later Tozu Khan, the father of Durkhanai, chose
a husband for her from one of the prominent families of their
tribe. Durkhanai, however, was devastated because of her deep
and abiding love for Adam Khan. Nevertheless, the wedding
ceremony proceeded and Durkhanai became the bride of
Paion. When Paion came to his bride, she warned him that if
he touched her she would kill herself. Thereafter, she spent
most of her time in her room.

One evening Durkhanai was invited to a party at the home
of one of her oldest and closest friends. There she saw Adam
Khan who had been invited to play the rubab. Despite the
years that had passed, the two rediscovered their deep love for
each other. In desperation they planned to run away together.
A few days later, Adam Khan, accompanied by a band of his
young fellow tribesmen, secretly met Durkhanai and took her
away with him,

When Paion discovered that Durkhanai had run away with
Adam Khan, he gathered together a group of his friends and



went in pursuit. The two groups of tribesmen met in a large
field near a high mountain pass that leads to the north. They
fought a bitter battle that lasted more than three hours. As the
sun went down the field was covered with many dead and
wounded men, among them Adam Khan. Paion carried Adam
back to his village, but he died two days later. He was buried
at a place halfway between his village and Durkhanai’s
village.

Durkhanai was taken back to Paion’s home. She refused to
be his wife, but agreed to stay in his house. As the weeks
passed Durkhanai became more and more frail and began to
lose her strength and beauty. One night she left her room and
made her way to the tomb of Adam Khan where the next day
Paion found her body. Durkhanai was buried in the same tomb
with Adam Khan. The people say that those who wish to play
the rubab well must select wood for the rubab-pick from one
of the trees that grew over Adam Khan’s grave.

Vocabulary

1. Frail SALSE g o
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4. Pursuit s Sy 9 el
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6. Territory Cra )
Questions

1. Which tribe was Adam Khan from? Which tribe was
Durkhanai from?

2. What was Adam Khan famous for?



3. How did these two people, Adam Khan and Durkhanai,
meet?

4. Why did Durkhanai refuse to be Paion’s wife?
L I

The Forty Maidens®

Gul Bagh (Garden of Beautiful Flowers) is a lovely valley
situated on the southern side of Kabul River, about eight miles
from Kabul city. A shrine known as the tomb of forty maidens
is located near this valley.

Many years ago, the men of Kabul had been trying to dam
the river so they could irrigate their fields. They were
unsuccessful to halt the flow of the river. One day forty young
women showed up, who were on their way to a picnic. They
said to the men, “All of you have tried very hard to dam the
river; now let us try.”

The weary men smiled and said, “Well, if you think you
can succeed where we’ve failed, go ahead and try.”

So the young women tied their flowing robes around their
waists and set out to work. Slowly but surely, they were able
to dam the river. As they were working, a hunter and his dog
came to the shore and watched the women work. The young
women noticed the hunter and uttered a prayer to God, “If this
man has come here to look at the river and the dam, fine. But
if he has evil intentions in his mind towards us, Almighty God,
deliver us from any harm from him.” At that moment, there
was a sudden roar of thunder and the hunter, his dog and his
weapons were turned into stone. They have remained as stone
ever since.

® Adapted with permission from Barrett Parker and Ahmad Javid, Fables
from Afghanistan (Amristar, India, 1972).
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The young women finished their work with excitement and
zeal. They knew God was helping them. When they had
dammed the river and were about to leave, a band of
unbelievers (infidels) suddenly arrived at the river, ready to
attack the women.
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Once again the young women cried out to God, “Rather
than fall into the hands of these unbelievers, Almighty God,
save us and take us yourself.” Immediately the sky grew dark
and thunder crashed everywhere. The wind roared through the



trees and the mighty river nearly washed away the newly-built
dam. The unbelievers fled to the mountain and when the storm
calmed down, the forty young women were found dead on the
river bank near the dam they had built.

They say that you can view the stone image of the hunger
and his dog in Gul Bagh. And nearby you can see the tomb of
forty innocent young women. Today this tomb is cluttered
with banners and flags.

Vocabulary
1. Dam @l 519 idlu AL ol Ay
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Questions

1. What did the forty women do that the men had not
been able to do?

2. Why did the hunter and dog turn into stone?

3. According to the legend, how did God help the
maidens?
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Fateh Khan of Bost®

Many, many years ago, the king, Aslam Khan reigned over
the city of Bost. Today, the ruins of Bost lie near Lashkar-gah,
in Helmand Valley. Although Aslam Khan ruled merrily and
his people lived in prosperity, the king had one great sorrow.
He had no son. This became a serious impasse to him.

On a certain day a holy man arrived in Bost and gave the
king a bushel of special apples. Aslam Khan and his queen, as
well as the prime minister and his wife, each ate an apple. The
king distributed the rest of the apples to the other members of
his court. Lo and behold, after some time, the queen gave birth
to twin sons. The minister’s wife also gave birth to twins, a
son and a daughter. Amazingly, children were born to each of
the court members as well.

These children of the court grew up and became young,
handsome men and beautiful ladies. The minister’s daughter,
named Rabia, was exceptionally beautiful. One of the king’s
sons, Fatah Khan fell in love with Rabia and they were
engaged to be married.

As in many places, young men of the royal court knew little
else but pleasure and sport. One day as the young men were in
high spirits and fooling around, they watched the young ladies
carrying jugs of water on their heads from the city well. In jest,
the young men, including Fatah Khan, shot arrows into the
water jugs.

® Adapted with permission from Barrett Parker and Ahmad Javid, Fables
from Afghanistan (Amristar, India, 1972).



The girls were enraged and complained to Aslam Khan.
The king was disgusted at his son, and when Fatah Khan
joined his father that evening, Aslam Khan refused to let him
sit at the desterkhwan. The enraged Fatah Khan stormed out,
gathered his friends together and left the city that very night on



horseback. He took Rabia with him, as well as her brother and
his twin brother.

When Aslam Khan heard that his son had left Bost, he was
deeply grieved. He sent his messenger after them with a
desperate plea — if you are determined to leave Bost, please go
to the city of Mecca.

But before Fatah Khan saw the message, one of the young
men on horseback slyly changed it to say that they should go
to India. And so, they journeyed to India, traveling for many
days until they came to a Mughal town ruled by a Muslim
king. The young men decided to stay at the king’s castle near
the town. They drove out all the villagers and settled in their
homes.

Some time later, as the Muslim king’s caravan passed by,
the young men who were like hooligans attacked the caravan,
stole all the goods and killed the caravan driver. Furious at this
assault, the Muslim king assembled his troops and attacked
Fatah Khan and his men. The battle between them was long
and intense. Finally they called a truce, but shortly thereafter,
Fatah Khan assaulted the king’s men again. Once again, the
Muslim king of the Mughal town attacked Fatah Khan, this
time more brutally.

When the bloody battle was over, Fatah Khan and all of his
men had been slain. Rabia approached the Muslim King,
asking him where she could bury Fatah Khan’s body. The king
grieved for the beautiful but lonely lady. He told her that she
could bury Fatah Khan in the grounds of the castle, so that the
gardeners would constantly tend the grave. Moreover, he said
that she could stay in the castle as long as she desired.

The legend says that Rabia spent the rest of her life in the
castle, caring for Fatah Khan’s grave. When she died, she was
buried in a grave near Fatah Khan.



Vocabulary
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Questions

1. What was Aslam Khan’s first problem? What was his
second problem? And then, what was his third
problem?

2. How did Fateh Khan and his friends behave to the
young ladies of Bost?

3. Why did Fateh Khan leave Bost?

How did Fateh Khan behave in the Mughal town of
India?

KO ROk K
Bagram’s Quicksand and the Cave -
Legend One*

According to legends, the ancient city of Bagram was built
by Alexander the Great. The city is still famous for Buddhists

10 Adapted with permission from Barrett Parker and Ahmad Javid, Fables
from Afghanistan (Amristar, India, 1972).



statues. Along the range of mountains near Bagram, one hill of
golden sand stands out, known as the hill of quicksand
(literally: running sands). Some people in the area used to say
that Imam Hanif Ghazi lives deep inside the hill.

The hill of quicksand is one of the most striking and
magnificent sights of this area. The golden sand glistens and
sparkles in the sun, as can be seen nowhere else. The legend
says that the reason it is called the hill of quicksand is because
even if the sand is blown away by the winds, it will return (run
back) to its source.

At the foot of the hill, there is an entrance to a cave which
no one dares to enter. The people in Bagram talk about a
young girl who once entered the cave.

She was a very unhappy girl. Her mother had died and she
was forced to live with her step mother who disliked her and
punished her frequently. One day the young girl was gathering
fresh grass near the cave, along with some of her friends.
When she saw the entrance to the cave, she was drawn to it
irresistibly. Still holding the fresh grass in her chador, she
entered the cave. As she went further in to the cave, the cave
became filled with golden light that grew brighter and brighter.
On all sides she saw men working as if they were preparing for
a great journey. In the distance she heard the sounds of drums.
As she went deeper into the cave, she eventually came to a
large room, where a man was seated on a dazzling throne. He
was surrounded by a company of courtiers and soldiers.
Horsemen in splendid armour approached the throne, to the
sound of drums and clash of cymbals.

From a distance she heard a clear, kind voice address her,
“My child, come forward and tell me how you have come
here. Do you wish to stay or do you want to return to the other
world?”



The girl replied, “I must return to my stepmother, but I
would like to ask one favour from you, sir. Before | return,
please say a prayer for me.”

The people of the area believe that man was Imam Hanifa.
He smiled at the girl and prayed for her, adding, “I have a
request of you, too. When you return to the other world, | beg
of you to say nothing of what you have seen and heard here
today.”

The girl promised, and in what felt like an instant, she
found herself on the side of the hill, with fresh grass in her
chador.

She hurried home sensing that life was very different from
before and that much time had passed by. Her stepmother
seemed much older and was shocked and bewildered to see
her. She demanded that the girl explain where she had been.
The girl replied that she had been collecting fresh grass which
she carried in her chador. Her stepmother yelled at her, “This
is impossible. Many years have passed by. Your friends who
were collecting grass with you returned a long time ago.
They’ve all married and have children by now. Now, girl, tell
me what you have been up to?”

The stepmother insisted that the girl explain where she had
been. She threatened to punish the girl if she did not speak up.
The girl desperately tried to think of something to say but she
could not satisfy her stepmother.

Reluctantly she started to talk about the cave and how she
had entered it.

Suddenly she felt a paralyzing sensation come over her
legs, as if they were stiffening. She looked at her legs and
sensed that they were turning to stone. She wept in panic,
urging her stepmother not to ask for more information. Instead,
the old woman grabbed a camel’s whip and threatening to beat



her, told her to continue. Perhaps the girl did not fully
understand the danger she was in. She had always obeyed her
stepmother and so she obeyed her again. As she kept on telling
her story, gradually her legs, her arms and finally her entire
body turned into stone.

To the stepmother’s horror, the girl had turned into a cold
stone statue.

Years ago, some of the older people in the area who were
living near the cave said that when they were young their
elders had talked of a stone statue of a lovely girl who was
carrying grass in her chador, and every spring the grass in her
chador was fresh and green.

From Fables of Afghanistan

Vocabulary
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Questions

Describe the running sand (quicksand) of Bagram.
What did the girl see in the cave?
Why was the stepmother so cruel to her step-daughter?

el N -

Why did the girl turn into stone?
L I



Bagram’s Quicksand and Hanifa —
Legend Two''

The area known as Reg-e Rawan is located to the north of
Koh-daman valley, between two mountains, Miyanshakh and
Koh-e Zargar. These two mountains are north of Bagram city.

A large amount of fine sand lies between these two
mountains and which can be seen from far away. The local
residents have an amazing legend about this sand. When a
storm blows through the area, people watch the sand as it
moves over the stones and makes remarkable sound, like the
sound of leaves and branches on a windy or stormy day.

The shrine-keeper of the area will explain that when you
put your ear to the entrance of a ruined well, you can hear this
strange sound of the moving sand. The shrine keeper believes
that this is the sound of holy warriors (mujahidin) who have
gone down into the well for rest and refreshment before they
attack their enemy.

This shrine has an underground room called chel-khana
(forty rooms). Its entrance is located near the well. The
underground room leads to a narrow corridor which was used
as an underground water way. When you enter this corridor
you can hear the sounds of a horse neighing.

The legend spread among people of this area goes back to a
battle fought by the warrior prince, Hanifa, the son of Hazrat
Ali and Bibi Hanifa.

A certain pagan was living in the area. He had disobeyed
the rules of Islam and was using the area of Reg-e Rawan as
his stronghold. At that time prince Hanifa was a young man,
but he had inherited military prowess and bravery from his

! Adopted from Dari text.



renowned father. He decided to defeat this enemy. Hanifa
gathered his troops and led them toward the enemy. The prince
was young and not familiar with the ways of battle. It was
custom that when two armies were about to fight each other,
the commanders of the opposing troops would enter the battle
ground and boast of their own feats as well as those of their

ancestors. Prince Hanifa did not know who his famed father
was, nor was he aware of this custom. The enemy’s
commander rode on his horse before the two watching armies.
Shaking his sword high in the air, he proudly and loudly
shouted out his ancestors’ names, boasting of all their great
battle feats.

When he was finished he waited for his rival. But there was
not a word from Hanifa. The pagan sheathed his sword and
cried out, “A hero like me does not waste his time with a
person who does not know his name and knows nothing about
his ancestors.”



When he heard this mockery, prince Hanifa was very
ashamed and deeply disappointed, though he made sure no one
saw him weeping. He left the battlefield and went home. He
sat near his mother and asked her to bake some bread for him.
His mother, Bibi Hanifa, loved her son very much and had
always wanted to tell him about his great father and his feats
of bravery. However, according to a promise she had made
with Hazrat Ali, she was not willing to reveal this secret. The
poor woman tried not to ask him about the battle and not to
upset her son even more. When the bread was ready, she took
it to her son. Instead of taking the bread, the prince held on to
his mother’s hand and said, “I will not let you go until you tell
me my father’s name.”

His mother wept. She could not bear it anymore. “Your
father was Hazrat Ali, the son of Abu Talib. Go and with
honor, declare you father’s name and defeat the one who has
insulted him.”

Shocked at what he had heard, Hanifa kissed his mother’s
hands. He apologized to his mother for making her so upset.
Then he rushed back to the battlefield and soon retuned with
great success and victory.

Vocabulary
1. Entrance Jada
2. Neighing ) A
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1. When the wind blows over the quicksand, what
happens?

Questions

2. When enemies met to battle, what was the custom of
the commanders?

3. Why didn’t Hanifa respond to the pagan warrior?
4. Who was Hanifa’s father?

5. What are the similarities and differences between the
two legends of the quicksand of Bagram?

XK RO

The Two Brothers, Asheqan and
Arefan®

The tomb is situated in Old Kabul at the foot of a hill
known as Char-darwaza. The two men who are buried in this
tomb were named Ashegan and Arefan, sons of Zobair. The
story goes back to the time of the first Arab invasion of Old
Kabul. The Arab general named Abdul Rahim had appointed
Zobair, known for his kindness and goodwill, as the head of
Kabul administration.

Arab historians tell us that King Aradj, the Hindu ruler of
Kabul at that time, refused to abdicate the throne, and so
continued his rule even though the Arab Muslims were present
in the city. Abdul Rahim, the Arab general, urged Zobair to
convert the king to Islam.

12 Adapted with permission from Barrett Parker and Ahmad Javid, Fables
from Afghanistan (Amristar, India, 1972).



One day Zobair attended a royal gathering of dignitaries in
Aradj’s palace The king welcomed Zobair warmly and asked
about his sons, Ashegan and Arefan. It is said that the Hindu
king appreciated Zobair’s administrative skills, as he
genuinely wanted to build a strong kingdom. However, Aradj
was not ready to change his religion, and said that he would
only consider adopting Zobair’s religion if he could perform a
miracle.

As Zobair was about to leave the royal gathering, some of
the dignitaries asked the king about the new oven that had
been constructed. The king led his guests to his courtyard,
where he showed them a great outdoor oven. At this point, the
king suddenly asked Zobair, “If your two sons were thrown
into the oven for an hour, do you think that your God could
save them from the heat?”

Without hesitiation, Zobair replied, “Yes, I am sure of it.”

So the king responded, “Let’s try an experiment. If the test
is successful, I will accept your religion.”

The king ordered the oven to be heated and then sent the
two children into the oven. Everyone waited for an hour near
the oven, though Zobair held himself apart without showing
any anxiety.

After an hour, when the oven door was opened, to
everyone’s astonishment, the two children walked out of the
oven, each one holding a narcissus flower in his right hand.
They presented the flowers to the king, who was deeply moved
by their graceful disposition. Keeping true to his promise, the
king adopted the new faith.

The king’s authority over Kabul increased after this event.

It is said that shortly after this event, another miracle
occurred to Zobair’s sons. The two boys had a baby goat
which became their companion in the games they played. One



day their father Zobair was entertaining a guest for dinner.
When he realized they had no provisions, he ordered that his
sons’ baby goat should be sacrificed for the meal. Very
reluctant to kill his sons’ faithful playmate and not wishing
them to witness its death, he ordered that Ashegan and Arefan
play somewhere else.

o l lim' : _

As he was cutting the goat’s throat, he saw the older son,
Ashegan rushing towards him with horror on his face. Shocked
at the sight, Ashegan ran to tell his brother what had happened.
Arefan said, “Don’t ask me about the goat, because its dead.”

Ashegan didn’t understand how Arefan knew this.
Suddenly, without warning Arefan grabbed a knife and retold
the scene of the sacrifice so vividly that he cut his own throat.
Horrified at the sight of blood, Asheqgan picked up the knife
and cut his own throat as well.

When the parents discovered the bodies of their two young
sons, their grief was unbearable. Nevertheless, they knew they



had to display a carefree attitude to their guest. In order to
explain their children’s absence, they said that the boys had
gone to play elsewhere. Their guest demanded to see the
children. He didn’t accept Zobair’s explanation and refused to
eat till the children had returned.

Finally the parents explained the horrific tragedy to their
guest. The guest insisted to see the children’s bodies. After he
had examined their bodies, he carefully rubbed their heads
with his own saliva and breathed into their mouths.
Immediately breath returned to the two boys, and they quietly
rose up to play. Everybody was relieved and so the guest and
the parents enjoyed the dinner with great delight.

When the guest was about to leave, he said goodbye to the
two children and added, “From now on you two are a living
guarantee against any epidemic that might break out in
Kabul.”

Ashegan and Arefan lived happy and useful lives, helping
others. They died of old age, one shortly after the other. They
were buried in the tomb which is called Masjid of Ashegan
and Arefan, in Old Kabul.

Vocabulary
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1. Who is Abdul Rahim? Who is Zobair? Who is Aradj?
2. What did Abdul Rahim want Zobair to do?

3. Why did Zobair and his wife display a carefree spirit
after they heard that their sons were dead?

4. Where is the Masjid of Ashegan and Arefan? Have you
ever visited it?

Questions

xR KK X

The Tragedy of Bibi Mahroo"’

Years ago two tribes lived close together near the present
Kabul airport. The land to the east of the airport belonged to
Malik Mir Afghan’s tribe. The land to the west belonged to
Malik Afzal Khan’s tribe. The two tribes lived about two
kilometers apart from each other.

Malik Mir Afghan had a very beautiful daughter, named
“Mahroo.” Malik Afzal had a handsome son known for his
bravery.

One day as everyone celebrated Eid-i Qurban, a few elders
visited Malik Afzal Khan. After lunch and tea, they told Malik
Afzal Khan, “As you know, Malik Mir Afghan and you have
had enmity between each other for many years. Now you have
a young and handsome son and Malik Mir Afghan has a young
and smart daughter. We suggest that these two youth get
married which would remove this hostility and establish a
long-lasting friendship between our two tribes.”

Malik Afzal Khan accepted the elders’ request and joined
them as they went to Malik Mir Afghan’s home. To show their

3 Adopted from Dari text.



friendship and goodwill, they brought some bulls along with
them for a sacrifice. Malik Afzal Khan and their companions
were warmly welcomed by Malik Mir Afghan’s tribesmen.
The tribesmen from both tribes were delighted to hear of the
reconciliation. Finally the enmity between these two tribes
would end. After the meal, Malik Afzal Khan turned to Malik
Mir Afghan and said, “As a way to end our enmity and
hostility and in honor of our holy Eid and the honorable elders,
| request you to accept my son, Azam Khan, as your servant
(son-in-law). 1 have only one son and you have just one
daughter. 1 hope the union of these two young people will be
the seed of friendship between us and the cause for happiness
for all our tribesmen.”

Malik Mir Afghan accepted the request but asked for two
weeks to discuss this issue with his daughter. After that, he
would announce his final decision. All the tribesmen started
shouting and shooting into the air to express their delight. That
evening Malik Afzal Khan and his men returned to their
village.

Malik Mir Afghan fully trusted his daughter and did not
think that she would refuse his request. He called his wife and
daughter and said, “As you know Malik Afzal Khan and | have
had enmity for years. But he came to our home this Eid for
reconciliation. He had one special request. | promised | would
reply to his request in two weeks.”

His daughter said, “I’m so glad that you’ve ended your long
enmity, but please let me know what their request was.”
“Not right now. I will tell you after Eid,” replied her father.

Mahroo was a clever girl and she understood the depth of
his words. She already knew that Malik Afzal Khan had a
young son. Mahroo kissed her father’s hands and said, “Father,
I will wait for your message till the fourth day of the Eid.”



On the fourth day of the feast, Malik Mir Afghan’s
daughter said to her father, “All the girls of the village are
going to the fields to harvest the wheat. If you allow me | want
to join them.” Malik Mir Afghan kissed his daughter’s face
and said, “When I returned from the mosque, I saw a group of
girls waiting for you outside the village. Go and do not keep
them waiting. When you return, as | promised before, | will
tell you Malik Afzal Khan’s request.”

Mahroo thanked her father and left. When the girls reached
the fields each one got busy gathering sheaves of wheat. As
Mahroo was working with the harvest near the end of the field,
she heard two men beyond the trees talking with each other.
Mahroo noticed a young man and an elderly father also
harvesting wheat. Mahroo went close, greeted the elderly man
and asked, “Are you a workman, Baba Jan?”

The old man smiled and replied, “No, my daughter. This is
my plot of land near Malik Mir Afghan’s field, and that young
man, whose back is toward you, is my son.”

“And so, what is your name, Baba Jan?” asked the girl.

He replied, “Khwaja Mohammed and my son’s name is
Khwaja Aziz. And what is you good name, my daughter?”
asked the old man.

“My name is Mahroo and I am Malik Mir Afghan’s
daughter,” she replied.

Hearing her name, Aziz suddenly stopped and turned
around. At first glance, Mahroo attracted his attention with her

lovely face. Immediately he fell in love her. The two tried to
find the opportunity to talk together.



While looking at the two from the corner of his eyes,
Khwaja Mohammed felt it was best to leave them alone. He
said to his son, “My son, I need to get a drink of water and rest
a bit. 1 will be back soon. Please continue gathering the
wheat.”

“All right father, don’t worry,” his son replied.

Mahroo told Aziz, “For quite awhile, I’ve heard about you
from the other girls in the village and from my parents. |
always wanted to meet you. | see that everything | heard about
you is really true.”

Aziz said, “My father is old. I always help him in the fields.
If you want we can meet here every day.” They talked for a
long time about different things.

Mahroo arrived home in the evening. After supper, her
father turned to her and asked, “Dear Mahroo, why haven’t
asked about the other tribe’s demand yet?”



“Father, today was the happiest day of my life, so I haven’t
thought about your suggestion yet.”

Her father asked her why she was so happy. She replied that
she was happy because she had reaped a large area of the field
that day, and then added, “I will go there till the end of the
harvest.”

Her father agreed but added, “You know, Malik Afzal Khan
asked for you to marry his son when he visited our home.”

Mahroo said, “You asked for two weeks time. | also need a
week to think about it.” Her father accepted her request.

The next day Mahroo joined the village girls again. As soon
as she arrived at the field, she saw Aziz waiting for her
impatiently. They met each other and talked for hours. As they
talked, she mentioned Malik Afzal Khan’s demand - that he
had come to their house and ask for her to marry his son. She
added that she had asked her father for a week to think about
it. She added, “I wish we had met each other long ago. Now
my father has given them a promise. I don’t know what our
fate will be.”

Aziz said, “Dear Mahroo, I fell in love with you a long time
ago. I’ve liked you for a long time. My dream has finally been
fulfilled. If you marry with Malik Afzal Khan’s son, you will
be responsible for what happens to me.”

“Why are you talking like this, my dear? I can’t live
without you even for a short time. God is great. We have some
time yet. I’ll do something. Don’t worry,” she said.

“What will you do?”” asked Aziz.

“Don’t worry; I’ll tell my mother that we’re meeting. I’'m
sure she will support us.”

The two continued to meet for several days. One day
Mahroo’s mother told her that someone had come from Malik
Afzal Khan’s tribe that day and asked for her father’s final



decision about Mahroo’s engagement with Malik Afzal Khan’s
son. She added, “Your father asked me if you agreed. I told
him that I haven’t talked with her about this yet. I asked your
father for three more days. He got angry and sent Malik Afzal
Khan’s home. He said he would tell them in three days.”

“Even though Father has lots of wealth, he still wants more
money,” Mahroo said.

“Why you are talking like this, Mahroo? We love you more
than ourselves. We only want your happiness and prosperity,”
her mother replied.

Mahroo said, “But mother, listen to me. A week ago while I
was harvesting wheat, | happened to meet Aziz, the son of
Khwaja Mohammed. I want to get married to him.”

Mahroo’s mother replied with astonishment, “I swear to
God that every woman in this village speaks highly of him.
They say that he is the only one deserves to marry Mahroo.”

“This week we have met each other everyday. I told him
about Malik Afzal Khan’s son. Aziz said that if I married
Afzal’s son he would commute suicide. If Aziz would do that,
then my life wouldn’t mean anything. If you really want my
happiness then please tell Father that he should talk with
Aziz’s father,” said Mahroo.

While mother and daughter were talking, suddenly Malik
Mir Afghan entered the room and said with a smile, “I heard
everything you said.” He kissed Mahroo’s face and added,
“My daughter, I am not afraid of enmity with Malik Afzal
Khan. My only wish and desire is your happiness. | will send
someone to Khwaja Mohammed right away and request that he
and his son come here tomorrow so we can discuss your
marriage.”

Father’s words were far more than what Mahroo had
expected. Utterly excited, she kissed her father’s hand and



with a blush in her face she left the room. That night Mahroo
couldn’t sleep.

When Khwaja Mohammed received the message from
Malik Mir Afghan, he worried, wondering why Malik Mir
Afghan had sent his men so late that evening. Aziz was also
concerned about it. Khwaja Mohammed knew about his son’s
secret visits with Malik Mir Afghan’s daughter. He told Aziz
that he was afraid that it may have caused trouble. He advised
his son to go to one of the shrines the next day, either the
Pacha Saheb or Paimonar shrine. Aziz disagreed and said, “If
Malik Mir Afghan says anything to me, I will tell him to ask
his daughter.”

The next day they both went to Malik Mir Afghan’s house,
each of them deep in thought. They noticed that about twenty
elders were in the guesthouse, wondering why Malik Mir
Afghan had summoned them in this early morning.

After morning tea, Malik Mir Afghan told his guests, “I
have troubled you elders because | want to make an important
announcement. As you are aware I’ve had enmity with Malik
Afzal Khan for a long time. But when they come to my house
during Eid and asked that my daughter marry his son, we
became friends. | asked Afzal Khan for two weeks to think
about the engagement proposal. It is now clear that my
daughter does not want to marry Afzal’s son. She wants to get
married with Khwaja Aziz, son of Khwaja Mohammed. | have
agreed to my daughter’s wish. Each one of you is witness that
Khwaja Aziz is a young man of good character and everyone
in our village is happy with him. So | intend he marry my
daughter.

Malik Mir Afghan said to Khwaja Mohammed,
“Congratulation on your new bride.” Then he presented a tray

of sweets for all the guests. Khwaja Aziz stood up and kissed
Malik Mir Afghan’s hands.



Now it was time for the engagement party. Malik Mir
Afghan ordered musicians to come and a bull to be slaughtered
for the party. Soon, everyone could hear the drums and
trumpet (surnai) from the village. All the villagers, young and
old joined the party.

Malik Mir Afghan sent ten men led by Abdullah with a tray
of sweets to Malik Afzal Khan’s village to inform them of his
decision.

As the horsemen came close, the villagers informed Malik
Afzal Khan of horsemen approaching their village. Malik
Afzal Khan thought that they must be Malik Mir Afghan’s
men with the message of his consent for the marriage and the
sweets as a sign of celebration. To express his excitement,
Malik Afzal Khan ordered his men to fire in the air.

In all this noise, Malik Afzal Khan shouted to his son,
“Congratulation on your engagement! Go and take the sweets
from them.” But the leader Abdullah said, “You are wrong.
These sweets are for Malik Mir Afghan’s daughter’s



engagement with Khwaja Aziz, son of Khwaja Mohammed.
We’re inviting you to take join them for the wedding
ceremony.”

When Malik Afzal Khan heard this, he became enraged.
Taking out his knife from his pocket, he cut his finger and
bloodied the sweets. He said to Abdullah to tell Malik Mir
Afghan, “Let this be a sign that our enmity has started once
again. | swear to seize his daughter on her wedding night and
bring her here by force. If | fail to take my revenge, consider
me a coward.”

When the men returned and related to Malik Mir Afghan
what had happened, he was very upset at Malik Afzal Khan’s
reaction. He said, “Friends, Malik Afzal Khan has revealed
who he really is. It’s not important if he refuses to join our
wedding party.”

The engagement party continued through the night and the
next day. The musicians sang folk songs and the villagers fired
shots into the air to express their joy. Two months later, it was
the time for their wedding ceremony.

When Malik Afzal Khan heard the wedding was to take
place, he planned to take his revenge. During the wedding
ceremony, villagers were visiting with each other, music was
playing and guests were dancing. Everyone was having a great
time. Suddenly gunmen from Malik Afzal Khan’s tribe,
including Afzal and his son, attacked the wedding party like a
thunderstorm. In an instant, they killed Malik Mir Afghan and
Khwaja Mohammed and wounded others. Khwaja Aziz
survived the attack but when he saw his father and father-in-
law’s bodies, he became furious. Together with his close
friends he chased after the attackers. The two rival tribes
fought fiercely. At the bottom of the hill, in front of today’s
airport, Aziz killed Malik Afzal Khan and his son. He climbed
to the top of the hill from where he showered his enemy with



gunfire. Suddenly a bullet hit him, striking his heart. In a
moment, he was dead.

Mabhroo heard the tragic news of Khwaja Aziz’s death, but
was determined to find out if the news was true. She climbed
the hill and saw Aziz lying on the ground. Mahroo screamed
and hugged the body. Weeping uncontrollably she said, “Why
did you leave me on our wedding night”?

Just then, a bullet struck her. She cried, “O God, may you
destroy the home of the cruel one who ruined our happy days.”

While she clung to her lover, she breathed her last.

After the fighting was over, people climbed the hill and saw
the two lovers’ bodies clinging to each other. Everyone wept at
the sight of the two youth whose lives had come to such a
sudden and tragic end.

The burial ceremony was prepared for 6 o’clock that same
day. The mullah who had officiated at their wedding ceremony
(nikkah) a few hours earlier was at the cemetery to perform the



funeral (jinazah) prayers. Two new graves were dug beside
each other. People tried to separate the two bodies, but they
couldn’t. Finally the mullah ordered that they both be buried in
one grave.

Since then, the hill has been called Bibi Mahroo Hill and it
is called by that name to this day.

Vocabulary
1. Burial ceremony O ol ya
2. Enmity i
3. Feast e
4. Reap GRS g8
5. Reconciliation 1) g aallaa
6. Refuse S Ay
7. Sheaf of wheat L
8. Suitor BELIWPES
9. Take (one’s) revenge ¢H881, 343 alii)

Question

1. Which two tribes had enmity with each other?

2. How were they going to end this enmity? Do you think
this is a good way to make peace?

3. Who did Mahroo want to marry?

4. Why did Malik Mir Afghan accept his daughter’s
desires? Should he have forced her to marry Malik
Afzal Khan’s son?

5. What happened at Mahroo and Aziz’s wedding?



6. Could the attack from Afzal Khan have been
prevented? How?

xR KK X

Zeba and Sher Khan - Telepathic
Love'*

This story, told by people of Kapisa and Parwan, dates back
about 500 years. It originates from the district of Darwaz, a
populous and prosperous area of Badakhshan at that time.

The ruler of Darwaz was a kind man, but died when his
family was still young. His wife, Sharaf Banu, known as one
of the most learned women in the area, trained her children -
six sons and two daughters - so that each one became an expert
in a field of knowledge. Sharaf Banu was also a poet and not
even the famous calligraphers of Takhar and Badakhshan
surpassed her beautiful handwriting.

Ezzat Khan, the eldest son of the family, was a respectable
learned man and an excellent craftsman in wood craving. He
lived with his wife and children in a fort next to Sharaf Banu’s
fort.

Naser Khan, the second son, was a kindhearted farmer and
well-known for his skill in architecture. He owned some of the
best breeds of oxen and cows on his farm.

The third brother was Mohamed Agha, a brave horseman
and a champion wrestler in the whole region. He usually won
the buzkashi games in the area and his horse was known

1% Recorded and written by Gul Ahmad Shefta, translated into English
by Sabzikar



throughout Badakhshan. A man of good taste and a skilled
danbora player, he was also a reputed hunter of partridges,
wild deer and mountain rams.

The younger twin brothers, Pat Khan and Abdi Khan, were
both well-built and industrious. They always worked their land
and raised cattle together. They married two sisters from the
land of Kishim.

The two daughters were called Dur Banu and Gul Banu.

Sharaf Banu’s youngest son was Sher Khan, a well-built
and handsome youth with a kind heart. Since he was the
youngest and had not yet married, his mother paid close
attention to him. Sher Khan had studied in the madrasa of
Takharistan and was a poet like his mother. He kept to himself
and showed little interest in horse-riding. He used to share his
crops with the poor. Sharaf Banu had prepared a wooden loom
for him to weave fabric and keep him busy. He weaved some
of the finest silk, cotton and woolen clothes.

Sher Khan was often silent and sad which bothered the
family. One day, he unveiled an astonishing secret to his
mother and his teacher Mirza Noorudin. He said he had been
in love with a lovely girl for many years but had never even
seen her. However, he visited her regularly in his imagination
and heard her speak from a distance. His elder brothers
thought that he was obsessed with spirits, while others
considered him mad or a plain liar. His teacher, however,
believed it was possible to have an extrasensory relationship
with somebody, even from a long distance.

Mirza spent more time with his student and asked him some
specific questions. Sher Khan told him about strange
conversations he had with the girl. He said, “For years now
I’ve had these imaginary thoughts. When I am in the meadows
or at work on the loom or walking among the fields, suddenly |
hear a girl talking to me, with a very musical and tender voice.



One day she called, ‘Sher Khan, Sher Khan! Do you hear
me? I’m Zeba, your Zeba, come to me.’

I called back, ‘Zeba, my beautiful Zeba, where are you?’

‘Where are you Sher Khan? I'm with you, I'm always
thinking of you.’

‘My beautiful Zeba, I'm in Darwaz. Do you hear? In
Darwaz!’

‘Where is Darwaz?’
‘Darwaz is in Badakhshan up in the north.’

‘Sher Jan, I don’t know where Darwas is. I’'m in Shutol, do
you know where it is? Shutol! It’s a beautiful valley, I think
it’s in Parwan. Dear Sher Jan, come south, towards me. Look
for me and find me. I’'m waiting for you. I can’t live without
you any longer. Oh Sher Jan, do you love me?’

‘Zeba Jan, I’ve been madly in love with you for years, but I
can’t find you. Are you alive like others? Do you breathe?’

‘Sher Jan, I’'m sure you must be real like me. Why don’t
you find me?’

‘I will find you Zeba!’

Sher Khan urged his teacher to take him seriously and help
him. Mirza Noorudin assured him that he was not mad and
would try to help him. He introduced his young friend, Hakim
Bay, who was a trader and traveled to many different cities, to
Sharaf Banu. They asked Hakim Bay if he knew a place called
Shutol in Parwan. Hakim Bay remembered that when he was a
young boy, he had accompanied his father to Parwan for trade.
They had climbed a mountain and from the peak viewed a lush
green valley covered by tall oak trees on both sides. The owner
of the place had said that the green valley below was called
Shutol. Mirza Nooruddin reassured Sher Khan that there really
was a place called Shutol in Parwan.



As the relationship with Hakim Bay and the family
developed, he got engaged with Dur Banu, Sher Khan'’s sister,
with the blessing of the entire family just before he left for
Baharak for more trade.

One pleasant spring evening, the entire family joined Mirza
in the great fort to discuss an important matter. Sharaf Banu
suggested that their family should leave Darwaz and choose a

better place to live to the south large enough for her children
and grandchildren to settle. After discussing the matter
throughout the night, they finally decided to move south. Sher
Khan was the happiest of all. The following night, Sher Kan
visualized his beloved Zeba again. Sher Khan said,

‘My darling Zeba, where are you? Do you still remember
me?’

“Yes my Sher Jan. If I don’t remember you, who would |
remember!’

‘Dear Zeba, I’'m so glad. My mother has decided that we
should all move south. We are coming down there.’



‘Zeba, why don’t you speak? What’s happened? Oh dear,
now that I’m so happy, you’re quiet!’

Zeba didn’t answer.

‘Sher Jan, I can’t speak. I’'m so overjoyed. I feel you are
coming near to me. Come, my dear, come!’

‘We’re coming. We will soon leave this place.’

‘Sher Jan, my mother knows everything. She knows that
I’m not mad but a healthy girl.’

‘But my mother still does not believe it, yet we are coming
to you Zeba!’

One clear spring morning, the people of Darwaz heard bell
chimes swinging around camels’ necks. Women and children
murmured as Sharaf Banu and her sons and their servants
sadly looked back at Darwaz. The caravan began to move, 182
persons, with 200 horses, 34 cows and oxen, eleven flocks of
sheep, fifteen camels, five bulls and about 400 fowl along with
bundles of clothes, house-ware, food and other necessities.

During the two months of travel the large family crossed
valleys, plains and mountains until they reached the foothills
of the snow-covered Khawak Mountains. They were weary
from the long travel on horseback. Hakim Bay, who knew the
way, had led them. When they entered the green Panjsher
valley, the Khan of Panjsher, welcomed the family warmly and
entertained them as guests for a week. As they started on their
way again, Sher Khan, lost in his own world, kept whispering
with Zeba who asked him,

‘Sher Jan! Where are you? Come.’

‘My dear Zeba! I'm so excited, we’re getting nearer. We
are near the snow-covered pass of the Khawak and Panjsher
valley, which follows the roaring Panjsher River.



‘I am so glad the distance between us is getting shorter. I’ve
told my mother you’re coming. Sher Jan, my mother doesn’t
laugh at me anymore when I tell her about you. I’'m really
happy and so lucky.’

‘Oh Zeba, if I had wings, I would fly towards you.’

‘No, Sher Jan. Don’t rush. I feel happy with every step you
take. I’'m waiting.’

Sharaf Banu watched her son talk to himself and worried
for him. As the caravan moved along, at one point, Gul Banu
signaled to them from the end of the valley, urging everyone to
hurry up. The horses galloped ahead and crossed the rocky
paths till they reached the end of the valley where Gul Banu
was waving at them. She pointed to the beautiful green valley
down further down, which stretched as far and wide as the eye
could see. Two silver-colored rivers, cutting their way through
the rocks, joined together and continued to flow through the
cool green valley.



“This area attracts me, mother,” said Gul Banu. “What a
beautiful valley, like Baharak, your birth place. It feels like
we’ve reached Baharak in Badakhshan.”

“Yes, very much like Baharak,” said Sharaf Banu.
“Whatever this place may be called, I’ll call it Gul-bahar after
my daughter Gul Banu and my birth place Baharak. We’ll stay
here and build up this lovely valley, Gul-bahar. Green and
ready for farming as far as the eye can see. And beyond this
valley, at the foot of those hills, | see another beautiful valley
which I’ll call Dur-nama after my daughter Dur Banu. Let’s
settle down, here in Gul-bahar and Dur-nama.”

The family built its first fort on a hill called Kohna Deh (old
village). Each son went to a certain part of the valley to plow
the land and build his own house. Ezzat Khan settled near the
river. Naser Khan started his work near a small mountain. The
twin brothers, Pat Khan and Abdi Khan moved to a lovely
gorge in the valley. Sharaf Banu selected a place at the end of
the valley where the river was wide and shallow for Mohamed
Agha. And Sher Khan planted an orchard near his mother’s
fort. They planted hundreds of mulberry trees and set up a
wooden loom for weaving in one corner of the orchard. Sharaf
decided that each of her sons, Ezzat Kheil, Naser Khan Khail,
Pat Khail, Abdi Khail and Sher Khan Khail should arrange a
night of marriage celebrations for her daughter, Dur Banu.

Once again Sher Khan heard a voice ...
‘Sher Jan, Sher Jan!’
‘My dear Zeba, we are so near to you!’

‘Sher Jan, why don’t you come? Don’t you wish to see
me?’

‘I want to see you! I can’t bear being separated any more.
I’1l see you soon.’



‘I’'m waiting for you. I feel you. I think I can touch you,
Sher Jan, please come soon, I’'m getting sick. I want to see you
close. | want to clasp your hands in mine.’

‘Oh Zeba, I don’t want anything to happen to you. I’ll hurry
as much as possible.’

‘Do you promise?’
‘Yes, I do. I swear, please wait for me.’

Sher Khan was very worried when he approached his
mother. He pleaded with her that they should move further.
After she counseled with Mirza Nooruddin and Hakim Bay,
they decided to move towards the Shutol valley in order to
please Sher Khan.

On the following night Sharaf Banu, Mirza and Sher Khan
mounted their horses and led by Hakim Bay, they followed the
way to the twisted valley of Shutol. It was difficult terrain.
After several hours of painstaking riding they reached Shutol.
At this point, Hakim Bay didn’t know where to go, which
particular part of Shutol they should proceed to. Just then Sher
Khan’s secret dialogue with Zeba began again.

‘Zeba Jan, which path shall we take?’
‘Sher Jan, take the path to your right.’

Now, with Sher Khan in the lead, they proceeded to the
right. Sharaf Banu wept quietly to herself, because she thought
her mad son was heading nowhere. Yet she was ready to
accept hardship so her son could be happy.

Once again Sher Khan heard Zeba’s musical and melodious
voice,

‘Sher Jan, look at that mountain, beside that large lavender
rock. Do see that house painted in white?’

“Yes, my darling. I can see it. A tree stands in front of it.’



‘I’m in that house. Be quick my dear, because I wish to see
you. I’'m dying to see you. If you delay, I don’t think you’ll see

b

me.

‘No, no Zeba, please wait. We are very close.’

7 e 4

Sher Khan asked his co-travelers to head towards the white
house near the lavender rock, with a tree near the door.

When they reached the house, on old man and woman came
out to welcome them. The old couple asked them what they
wanted. Mirza Nooruddin asked the old man if he was Zeba’s
father. Amazed, the old man asked him what he meant by this
question. Of course he was her father, but who were these
strangers?

Without waiting for them to answer, Sher Khan rushed into
the house and shouted, ‘Zeba, my own Zeba, where are you?’

Sharaf Banu, Mirza and Hakim Bay could not say a word
when they heard a faint voice from inside the room, ‘Sher Jan
come in, I’'m here. I’'m sick. I can’t get up.’



When Sharaf Banu went inside, she noticed a beautiful but
weak girl lying on bed. When the girl saw her she asked Sher
Khan who the lady was. With tears running down her cheeks,
Sharaf Banu introduced herself as Sher Khan’s mother. She
planted a tender kiss on Zeba’s forehead. She now believed
that a girl named Zeba really did exist, and that her son was
not mad. She watched with amazement as the two lovers stared
at each other.

The two smiled for the first time.

They celebrated Sher Khan and Zeba’s wedding ceremony
the same night as Hakim Bay and Dur Banu’s wedding in Gul-
bahar valley.

Zeba was faint and weak no longer. Her success in love

cured her illness. She became a most beautiful girl as her name
Zeba means.

The following night, the two brides left for their new homes
with their husbands. Sharaf Banu smilingly advised Sher
Khan and Zeba not to pass on their story of imaginary,
extrasensory love to their children, but to keep it as a secret.

Zeba answered, “Our love was clean and selfless love. It is
better for us to tell it to our first son so that the story will live
on in the hearts of the coming generations.”

Whenever you ask natives of Shutol about their origin, they
will immediately answer, “Originally we came from Darwaz.”
And the love story between Sher and Zeba remained on the
tongues of (was spoken of by) the people for years to come.

Vocabulary

1. Architecture tera b
2. Calligraphy  AaUad ¢ on g (s
3. Extrasensory dsera gubual 3 b



4. Faint (A8 il il

5. Imaginary  Jus

6. Loom Sl o€ s

7. Meadow J e

8. Oak tree bl il o

9. Orchard o5 gL

10. Partridge <SS

11. Plain Ol 9 Cdia

12. To plow 10 e A S Al

13. Visualize Cidlu ) gualia

Questions

1. Where is the valley of Shutol?
How many sons and daughters did Sharaf Banu have?

3. Why was Sharaf Banu worried about her youngest son,
Sher Khan?

4. Who was Mirza Nooruddin? Who was Hakim Bay?

How did Sher Khan and Zeba communicate with each
other?

6. Why did the family move from Badakhshan to
Parwan?

7. Do you think imaginary, extrasensory communication
is possible?

X OR R K X

The Tragic Fall of Ghulghula®

> Adopted from Dari text.



The city of Ghulghula spread out across Bamiyan province
to the south of the two Buddha statues. The king, Sultan
Jalaluddin Khwarazam-Shah, also known as “Khuda Banda”
(the servant of God) was the last ruler to govern Ghulghula.
Ghulghula was the last barrier for Genghis Khan in his quest to
reach and invade India. Genghis was determined to remove
this obstacle from his path. This magnificent city was
completely devastated in 1221 AD by the great Mongol
conqueror, Genghis Khan and his cruel army.

The king of Khwarazm, Sultan Jalaluddin, was known as
kind and gentle ruler, and the subjects in the nation, farmers,
craftsmen, and merchants, lived in prosperity and peace. The
people of Bamiyan loved and respected their king, expressing
loyalty and devotion to him. The king’s youngest wife, very
beautiful and loved by the king, had died recently. She had
given birth to one daughter.

Jalaluddin had many daughters but none of them compared
to Laily Khatun, his youngest daughter. Not only was she
attractive and beautiful, but also extremely intelligent. She
enjoyed considerable influence over her father because he had
given her special position and authority.

In every affair of his kingdom including major decisions,
the king asked his daughter’s advice and input. He trusted her
judgment and wisdom. The courtiers grew jealous which led
them to plot her downfall. But the clever Laily Khatun
managed to deflect every scheme against her as she knew their
intentions.

If the young princess was even slightly suspicious of a
courtier, she immediately asked her father to remove the
courtier from his position. As a result, many high ranking
officials were banished to remote areas of the king’s domain.

Inside the palace the courtiers, disposed against the
princess, continued to plot her demise. On one special day the



princess became more aware how serious the courtiers were in
their conspiracies, when her father asked her for advice about
his upcoming marriage. She soon realized that this marriage
was cooked up by her rivals’ efforts. She did not approve of
this marriage at all. With a new queen in the palace, she
realized that her position would be in danger. She tried to
prevent her father from getting married, but it did not work.
The king was determined to get married.

The princess despaired when she realized she couldn’t keep
her father from the marriage, especially when she found out
that her father had sent a messenger to the Ghazni kingdom to
ask for the new princess’ hand in marriage. Laily withdrew to
her room to ponder the new situation.

Suddenly an idea came to her mind. She immediately sent
a messenger to her father, the king Jalaluddin. She mentioned
the beautiful garden where the king had often taken refuge
during sad periods of his life. He had built this garden with
special care and attention. She asked him to build a new palace
for her where she could take refuge away from the affairs of
the court.

The king responded positively to his daughter’s request
which he thought could perhaps remove the misunderstanding
between them. Laily requested that she supervise the architects
and builders of the new palace. The king accepted this request
as well. And so, in the center of this beautiful garden they built
a magnificent palace with four massive watchtowers and high
walls surrounding it. The king decided to hold a big party in
honor of his daughter when she entered the new palace.

As the day of celebration arrived, the capital city of
Khwarazmshah stirred with excitement and activity. During
the celebrations, an old woman with a wrinkly, dirty face
appeared in the crowd. The guests recognized her as the
princess’ special maid. She knew how the proud princess felt,



even better than Jalaluddin. She told the crowds that the
princess had suddenly become sick. In fact, Laily’s condition
Was serious.

The sad news of the princess’ illness quickly spread across
the city and soon reached the king. Jalaluddin anxiously went
to see his daughter. When he entered her room and saw his
daughter’s sunken eyes, he was touched and deeply pained.
Ignoring his royal and powerful position, he knelt beside his
daughter’s bed.

Very worried at his daughter’s sudden sickness, the king
told his messengers that he was delaying his daughter’s move
to the new palace. He summoned his sages and doctors who
were soon busy caring for his daughter throughout the day.
However, despite their efforts, the princess’ condition did not
improve.

Days passed and the princess grew desperate from her
illness and loneliness. She asked her father for permission to
move to her new palace. With tears in her eyes, she said,
“Despite all that you’ve done, I'm not getting better. I am
doomed to misery. Why I shouldn’t make use of my new
palace? Its beauty and lush gardens will be a great place to
rest. Also | can watch and enjoy the entire city from the palace
windows. I’'m sure I won’t be there for long.”

She moved to her palace. Everyday she sat high up on the
palace and watched the beautiful view around her. She gazed
at her father’s palace for hours, where she had spent many
happy moments of her life. But Jalaluddin did not ask her
advice for government affairs anymore. He knew that her
talent and wisdom had been tarnished. The beautiful young
girl was now isolated from the rest of the royalty and the
courtiers.

One spring day a holy man traversed the long road from
Herat to Bamiyan with seven of his followers and settled in the
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When the king approached the holy man, the man asked the

him for healing. His fame spread through the valley and
king to sit down. Before the king could mention his concern, a

reached to the king. Despite objections from the court officials,

Bamiyan valley. The people of Bamiyan brought their sick to
the king decided to meet the holy man personally.



rider covered with the dust and sweat, suddenly appeared from
the Ghulghula palace bearing the incredible good news that his
daughter was healed.

Jalaluddin wept with joy, not knowing how to thank the
holy man. The king hurried back to his palace by foot and
hugged his daughter. She was really healed! The king was
speechless as he caressed her feet softly.

Now that princess had recovered, there was nothing to keep
the king from his marriage plans. His messengers were soon
on their way to Ghazni where they were warmly welcomed.
Jalaluddin planned to go to Ghazni as soon as possible to
arrange for his marriage and bring his new queen back to his
court. He appointed his wise minister, Amir Omar Khordi, as
his deputy and departed to the Ghazni’s court with other
officials. The young princess was shocked and upset at her
father’s sudden decision. Again she hid herself in her palace
and planned to take revenge on her father. She spread false
rumors to destroy the reputation of Omar, the king’s deputy.

One summer day something terrible happened, which shook
the stillness of the valley. People heard that cruel Mongol
aggressors led by the great conqueror, Genghis Khan, were
marching to Ghulghula. The people knew that death and
destruction lay before them. This threat gave the malicious
princess a new idea. She looked for a way to negotiate with the
commander of the Mongol warriors and work out a
compromise.

She sent many messengers to Genghis Khan but none of
them ever came back. The Mongol commander killed
everyone, but the princess continued her efforts to approach
him. She immediately killed any servant who refused to take
her message to the enemy. Gradually her palace grew empty.
She and her maid remained alone because the rest of her
servants fled from her cruelty.



Zohak, a city near Ghulghula, had always stood as a
stronghold for Ghulghula, but now Mongol warriors had
surrounded it. Now the cruel Mongol warriors could attack
Ghulghula directly. Princess Laily Khatun jumped with delight
on her palace rooftop as fierce fighting broke out between the
two sides.

Genghis Khan’s warriors, who had not expected such
resistance from Bamiyan, let their horses free in the desert
nearby (This place is known to this day as Genghis desert, near
Kohmard, Dasht-e Safid and Surkh Qala). Having misjudged
this resistance, the Mongols suffered a huge loss and were
facing defeat.

Jalaludddin’s warriors intensified their defense. The entire
city of Ghulghula was terrified at the enemy’s barbaric raids
and rushed to defend their king’s palace. The princess watched
the bloody battle with delight. She impatiently waited for her
father’s warriors to be defeated.

The cruel aggressors, amazed at Bamiyan’s heroic
resistance, wondered if they could defeat the palace’s
strongholds. The Mongol warriors were about to withdraw and
flee. At this sensitive moment Laily Khatun, the daughter of
Khwarazm’s great emperor, King Jalaluddin, committed a
treasonous act, laying the groundwork for the empire’s
downfall by her own doing.

Alas! She sold her father’s great empire to his enemy.
Burning with greed and jealousy, she wrote a letter to the
enemy commander, inviting him to take refuge in her own
palace. She also gave him a sinister plan of how he could enter
her palace by revealing the secret entrance to the palace
through the watchtowers. In the letter she explained how the
Mongol warriors could stage off the Bamiyan defenses by
blocking off the underground streams that fed the city.



The princess tied the letter nervously, but carefully to an
arrow and shot the arrow to the Mongol warriors. The arrow
landed among the warriors and soon found its way to Genghis
Khan. Ghulghula, its palace, watchtowers and defenses, fell in
a few days due to lack of water. Genghis Khan cruelly
revenged the Ghulghula residents and then set up his rule in

the princess’ palace. He warned the princess that she could
save her life in one condition - she must not leave her room.
The greedy princess, disregarding how her father’s empire had
collapsed and ignoring the groans and cries of her people, was
extremely pleased at how she had taken revenge on her father.
Every day she wore her best jewelry and her loyal maid
dressed her up like a bride. She constantly changed her attire,
trying to attract the attention of a Mongol warrior.

A few days passed but nothing changed for the two
miserable ladies. The Mongol solders placed some food in
front of their room every morning, a loaf of bread with special
liquor and water. Although the proud Bamiyan princess and



her old maid didn’t appreciate this treatment, they did not dare
to complain. Gradually they were both overcome with distress,
too afraid to sleep.

Seven days had passed since Ghulghula fell to the Mongols.
One day the two ladies heard a strong knock on the door. Fear
gripped them, but soon they found out that the warriors wanted
to take them along. A deadly silence hung over the desolate
and smoldering ruins of Ghulghula. The massacre of Bamiyan
had lasted for seven days. Genghis had ordered all the citizens
of Bamiyan to be killed, even the animals.

Suddenly the princess’ door opened with a powerful blow.
Two men with horrible faces appeared at the door. One man
entered the room and looked around. Other horrible-looking
men appeared. The princess tried to escape but fear overcame
her and she fell down unconscious. Mongol solders brought
her to the palace courtyard. After robbing her costly jewelry,
they tied her up on the back of a horse. For the first time Laily
Khatun wondered to herself, “What will they do with me? Do |
have the power and strength to make this fateful journey?” The
Mongol commander was heading to “Cheshme Pahlu” spring
to join with his fellow soldiers who had gone ahead. Genghis
Khan and his son Chaghatai Khan rode ahead while ten armed
solders surrounded the miserable ladies.

With every step, the horses trampled over slashed-up
bodies. The rotting smell of human flesh made the princess’
stomach churn and she was about to throw up. With tears in
her eyes, she looked at the destruction of her father’s territory
around her. Everywhere fire and smoke rose from the burning
city. They had not walked long when the princess started to
complain, “Don’t ride your horses so fast. I’'m getting sick, and
the saddle is hard like iron. It hurts my back.”

Genghis heard her loud complaint. He stopped and glared at
the girl with his blazing eyes. He asked her guards what this



noise was about. Seeing his terrible eyes, she fell unconscious
again. Genghis Khan stared at this proud and greedy girl, who
had committed treason against her father and had caused his
powerful empire to collapse. They soon arrived at their base.
Genghis Khan summoned his soldiers and in detail told them
the story of her treason against her own father.

The two dejected ladies stood next to each other, waiting
for their fate. Finally the commander announced the

punishment — stone them to death! Without being able to utter
any response, the two ladies met a tragic death under the
Mongol stones.

When king Jalaluddin, the emperor of Bamiyan, heard that
the Genghis warriors had invaded Bamiyan and that his
kingdom had collapsed, he decided to return to Ghulghula
immediately. But he needed to recruit solders. The news of
how Ghulghula had collapsed reached him during his wedding
party. He canceled the party at once and traveled to Jalalabad.
He gathered new warriors along the way, traveling a long



distance till he reached the beautiful valley of Ghorband. Here
he learned about his daughter’s treason and betrayal. This
news hit him like a thunderbolt and paralyzed him.
Overwhelmed with sorrow and despair, the king died here in
Ghorband. The body of this hero was buried as an ordinary
person in a place called “Dasht-e Safa” (Safa dessert) in the
Ghorband valley.

Vocabulary
1. Collapse Oa S Jo gl (AE SN
2. Devotion B 3A )l
3. Doom <l aSa
4. Genghis khan RENRT SN
5. Input S ¢ gdia caly
6. Isolate O 1 (A 59 5ia
7. Paralyzed O el
8. Plot Ak g i
9. Resistance Nk 5 Cuaglia
10. Sage Ula g Jils
11. Stomach churn @ada
12. Treason il
13. Watchtower P XLy e
Questions

1. Why did Genghiz Khan want to destroy Ghulghula?

2. Why was Laily Khatun so special for the king of
Khwarazm-shah?

3. Why did Laily Khatun become jealous of her father?



Describe how Laily Khatun became a traitor.

5. How did jealousy and greed destroy the Khwarazm-
shah empire?

6. Where did the king Jalaluddin die?
LR R I

Let’s Go to Mazar!¢

Mullah Mohammad Jan is an exciting love story of a young
poor man who falls in love with a girl from a high class
family. During the reign of the Timurid king, Sultan Hussein
Baygara (d. 1506), Herat flourished in the arts, poetry and
literature. The royal court boasted an entourage of great
cultural figures, poets, mystics, musicians and a variety of
polymaths. Two of the greatest scholars of this era were the
prime minister, Amir Ali Sher Nawayi (d. 1501) and the
prolific writer Abdul Rahman Jami (d. 1492). The title of the
story comes from the song, “Biya ke burem ba Mazar, Mullah
Mohammad Jan,” one of the most popular songs in
Afghanistan. The story is written by Shamsudin Zareef Sediqi.

(Homayun, who is Shamsudin Zareef Sediqi? Is he from the
Timurid era, or did he write this story during the modern era?)

*hhkkkhkhkkkhkhkkkhhkkhhhkhhhkkhkhhkkhkkhhkhkkihkkkhhhkihhkikhhkkhkihkhkihkikiikkx

It was naw-roz - New Year’s day, the first day of spring.
Poets, scientists, men of learning, officials and other noblemen
and gentry had been given an audience to the court of the great
monarch. They waited eagerly to offer their congratulations to
the ruler and participate in the naw-roz celebrations. The
curtain lifted as an aide announced, “His imperial majesty, the
great monarch, Sultan Bayqgara!”

1o Adapted from Folklore magazine, third issue 1977



Silence filled the great hall. Everyone stood up as the great
Timurid monarch entered, accompanied by his learned
minister, Ali Sher Nawayi.

As the king sat on his throne, Abdul Rahman Jami, Herat’s
great poet and scholar, who was highly esteemed by the rest of
the poets and scholars, rose to his feet to present his naw-roz
congratulations. He recited a sonnet which he had written for
the occasion.

Towards the end of the ceremony a nobleman announced
that graduates of Gawhar Shad School were waiting to enter
the court. The king’s face beamed as the graduates came and
offered their respects to the monarch as he presented awards to
each one of them. One student with a heavy beard and wearing
a long robe attracted the king’s attention. He asked for his
name. The young graduate bowed and said, “Your majesty, my
name is Mohammad Jan. I come from Guzargah Sharif.”

The king presented his award and smiled, “You are already
a mullah. You should be called Mullah Mohammad Jan.”

He bowed again and said, “This is a great honor for me
your majesty.”

Following this, Abdul Rahman Jami introduced Abdul
Ghafur Lari who wished to mention a pamphlet he had written
recently. After receiving permission from the king, Lari stood
up and said, “Today is the first day of spring, the first day of
the year. Since time immemorial, the people of Khorasan have
celebrated naw-roz. Ever since Sultan Baygara was the Balkh
minister and the tomb of Ali was discovered in the village of
Khairan, | have wanted to write a pamphlet about Ali’s body
which [we believe] was brought here by the order of Abu
Muslim Korasani. As we know, naw-roz corresponds with the
occasion of Ali’s succession to the caliphate of Islam and
when the people of Balkh gather on the plains of Khairan to
celebrate the day when the entire area is lush with green
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pasture and fire-red tulips. | thought it would be a good idea to
present this pamphlet to your majesty.”

The king praised Lari and ordered him to present his
pamphlet. Ali Sher Nawayi and other Balkh historians also



commented on Hazrat Ali’s tomb in Balkh. Then Lari
presented his work entitled, “The History of Mazar-e Sharif.”

The audience praised the king and the author for this
valuable work. At the end of the ceremonies, Ali Sher Nawayi
suggested that the people of Khorasan should learn more about
the tomb of the fourth caliph of Islam in Balkh, “Every year
when people celebrate naw-roz we need to organize caravans
to visit Balkh and observe the flag-raising ceremony over the
tomb. This will encourage everyone to pray for the nation’s
prosperity and well-being.”

Everyone agreed that the following year a caravan should
travel from Herat to Balkh to celebrate naw-roz at the tomb of
fourth caliph of Islam, Hazrat Ali. It was on this occasion that
they changed the name of the village, Khairan to Mazar-e
Sharif (the noble tomb).

The king instructed Herat’s great poet and architect to go to
Mazar-e Sharif and complete the magnificent tomb for the
following year.

The devout and religious in the audience hoped that they
could be part of the caravan of pilgrims to Balkh the next year.
Mullah Mohammad Jan, who was standing quietly in a corner
of the great hall, also cherished the hope of joining the caravan
next year.

On the first Wednesday after naw-roz, known as Souri
Wednesday, the young and old of Herat made their way to the
open meadows. This traditional celebration has come from the
ancient Aryans. One ceremony on this day is to drop a coin
into a clay jug and break the jug. Rooted in the traditions of
the ancient Aryans, legends say that people would fill their
jugs with grapes and other fruit and food to keep safe and
edible during the long winter months when everyone rested.
When spring arrived and the jugs were empty, the people



would break them as a way to announce the end of winter and
resting.

Mullah Mohammad Jan left his home Gazargah, to go to
Takht-e Satar where the Souri celebrations were held. Dressed
in his new robe, which the king gifted him, he thought how
fortunate it would be if he could find a good girl to marry. In
the month of Hoot, before spring had arrived, he would take
her hand and the two would accompany Ali Sher Nawayi’s
caravan to Mazar-e Sharif and participate in the flag-raising
ceremony at Ali’s tomb.

When he reached the Qaranful Springs, he said his prayers
near the spring. He stayed by himself till late that evening.
After saying his evening prayers he returned to Gazargah so
his elderly mother would not worry about him.

The first days of the season passed by quickly. Mullah
Mohammad Jan grew more interested in Qaranful Spring. He
was now a teacher in Gowhar Shad School. Everyday after
school, he went to the springs where he said his prayers and
spent time in solitude. He dreamt of marriage and starting a
family. Little did he know that an exciting love was waiting
for him.

One lovely day later that spring, as he left the school, he
subconsciously made his way along Khiyaban road, longing to
reach the springs where he could refresh himself from the
fatigue of the day.

He had just left the village cemetery when he saw some
women and girls returning to their hamlets. He wanted to stop,
but his heart told him to go on. He hastened his pace towards
the spring when he noticed a soft white scarf flapping in the
breeze. It gently landed on his face.

Mohammad Jan held the scarf, only to realize it belonged to
a woman. The scarf’s soft and pleasant fragrance overwhelmed



him. Just then he heard a soft girl’s voice exclaim, “Oh, what
should I do? The breeze blew my scarf away.”

Looking around, he saw a pretty young girl running
excitedly towards him. As she came close, she suddenly



stopped right in front of Mohammad Jan. Their eyes met. His
heart skipped a beat. For the first time in his life he looked at
this beautiful girl, with charming eyes and no veil. And she
was looking at him! They stared at each other. He grew hot.
His face flushed. Excited and nervous, the girl wanted to say
something quickly, but the hot passionate gaze from this
stranger choked her up. She couldn’t utter a word. They kept
staring at each other silently.

Suddenly a woman’s call caught their attention. The young
girl grabbed her scarf and hurriedly ran away to join the other
girls at the spring. Mohammad Jan remained fixated,
overcome with emotion.

That night he could not sleep. His heart was tightly trapped
in love for this girl, a love sparked just by one glance. He
prayed to God all night, wishing that this love would stay alive
forever.

From then on, he went to the springs every day, hoping to
see her again. One day as he was on his way to the spring, he
saw the veiled girl coming his way with a friend. The girl
stopped near him and saluted. Her tender voice so
overwhelmed him, he nearly fell over. Nervously, he dared to
speak, “O pretty unknown girl, for God’s sake, stop a while.”

The young girl stopped and slowly unveiled her face.
Looking at her in hope, he said his voice trembling, “I want to
talk to you.”

Anxious and bewildered, she answered quickly, “Not here,
but wait for me near the Khwaja Ghaltan shrine. But come
earlier.”

Mullah Mohammad Jan knew he could talk with her. The
next day, he left class earlier and hurried towards the Khwaja
Galtan shrine where he stopped and prayed. Just then, he heard



a sweet voice, “May God accept your prayers and fulfill your
hopes.”

The two greeted each other. The girl, Aisha, admitted that
she had fallen in love with him the first time she met him.
Mohammad Jan was thrilled that this lovely girl had accepted
his love. They introduced themselves to each other. She was
glad to hear he was a graduate of Gowhar Shad School and
now a teacher. He learned she was daughter of Jamaludin
Ishag, a wealthy officer living near the cemetery.

Both of them promised they would be faithful to each other
till they could get married. Little did they know of the huge
obstacle before them because of their social difference. They
belonged to two families of very different status. Aisha came
from a very wealthy family and her father was a proud military
officer. On the other hand, Mullah Mohammad Jan came from
a poor family with no connections in society.

Despite all these difficulties Mullah Mohammad Jan
decided to approach the officer and ask for his daughter’s
hand. Accompanied by his father and a number of the elders
from Guzargah, Mohmmad Jan went to Aisha’s house. Aisha’s
arrogant father only insulted them and told them to leave his
house. Being suspicious of his daughter, he forbade her to
leave the house.

The two lovers were now separated, but Mullah
Mohammad Jan continued to go to the spring everyday hoping
to see Aisha. But there was no trace of Aisha. Growing
despondent, the calm school teacher turned into a restless and
distressed recluse.

His fellow teachers and friends knew that Mullah
Mohammad Jan was madly in love. His father became very
concerned for him. He chided his son for having senselessly
fallen in love with a girl who was impossible for him to attain.
But love does not recognize sense.



Although summer came and went, Mullah Mohammad
Jan’s love did not die. As for Jamaludin Ishag, not being able
to extinguish his daughter’s love despite his power and
authority, ordered that she marry the son of another officer
equal to him in rank and in social status. In this way he would
prevent a scandal. He, of course, expected a large dowry
(toyana).

It was at this time that Ali Sher Nawayi was making
arrangements for the pilgrimage to Mazar-e Sharif. Thousands
of people especially scholars, noblemen and military officers
wanted to join in the caravan.

Many people wanted to get their sons and daughters
married so they could join the great caravan as well. Nawayi
had ordered that young married couples should be granted the
caravan privilege without pre-conditions. Aisha’s father
wanted to convince his daughter about this opportunity. He
became kind to Aisha and gave her more freedom. One day
her mother arranged a picnic near Qaranful Spring to please
her daughter. A number of Aisha’s friends were also invited to
the picnic. The young girls sang and danced to the beat of the
daira (tambourine) with great delight. Everyone was having a
great time, but Aisha was deep thought, remembering the
happy days when she had met Mullah Mohammad Jan at this
same spot. Bitterly disappointed, she felt she had failed in her
love because she had not able to resist her father’s order.

A few of the girls asked her persistently to join them in
song. Since everyone was talking about going to Mazar during
these days, Aisha had composed a new song in the memory of
Mullah Mohammad Jan. No one had heard it yet. On that
particular day, as the girls pleaded with her to join them in
song, she took the daira and began to sing with a sad voice,

Bya ke burem ba Mazar, Mullah Mohammad Jan.
Let us go to Mazar, O Mullah Mohammad Jan.



Sair-e gul-e lalazar wawa dilbar jan.”
Let us see the beautiful tulips, O my darling.

Her lovely voice attracted the attention of others nearby.
They asked her to sing it again and again. Each time her voice
grew louder. The girls were so overtaken by her voice as they
danced, completely forgetting where they were and unaware
that her voice attracted many others who were gathering
around them. When she finished her song, they heard a strange
voice, “Wonderful, excellent, my daughter. What a melodious
and attractive voice!”

The girls were shocked. Hurriedly they pulled up their
veils. They panicked. Aisha’s mother and some other women
who were busy cooking nearby came to see what was going
on. Stunned, she saw the great minister, Amir Ali Sher Nawayi
talking with the girls. She recognized him because her husband
had introduced him to her on several occasions and spoken
much about his wisdom and his love for poetry and literature.
In fact Amir was one of the most loved and popular officials
throughout Khurasan, especially in Herat where he lived.
Many people in Herat had benefited from his kindness and
justice. As Nawayi spoke to the girls, they remained silent, not
knowing who he was. Just then Aisha’s mother stepped
forward and addressed the Amir, “You’re Excellency, God
grant you health. Your humble servant is the wife of Jamaludin
Ishaq and this is my daughter Aisha.”

When Aisha realized that the respectable man was Ali Sher
Nawayi, she saluted him and apologized to him. The Amir
who had been immensely impressed by her singing said to her,
“We were walking along the Khiyaban when we heard your
lovely voice. We came to listen. Please tell me, who is the
person you were singing to?”

After a short pause she answered, “May God keep the great
minister safe. Because of your kindness everybody wants to



join the caravan to Mazar and participate in the flag-raising
ceremony at Ali’s tomb. Many girls want to go along, and I
too hope to join that caravan.”

Nawayi smiled and said, “But who is this lucky Mullah
Mohammad Jan who is so much loved by you?”

Before she could answer, her mother interrupted, “Why
don’t you sit down, your Excellency.” She ordered her
daughter to bring him something to drink.

But the wise and clever Amir understood what Aisha’s
mother had in mind. So he said, “You may go, I want to talk to
the girl for a minute.”

And so Aisha freely told the whole story to Nawayi who
thought that Aisha’s marriage with Mullah Mohammad Jan
and her song would really help to promote the caravan. Right
there and then, he decided the young couple should get
married. After obtaining Mohammad Jan’s address and
learning about his condition, the Amir went on his way.



Mullah Mohammad Jan was in utter misery. He had lost his
interest in his school and his teaching. He stopped going to the
Qaranful Springs. He was determined to put this failed love
behind him, as it had brought him nothing but sorrow.

*khkkhkkkkk

One day Nawayi summoned him while he was at his
school. He was worried, wondering why the great Amir had
summoned him. With utter respect he bowed before the Amir,
waiting for the Minister to give him an order. But the Amir
seemed completely relaxed, as if he were the young man’s
father. So Mohammad Jan said, “May your Excellency be at
peace. Here [ am, at your service.”

Very tenderly Nawayi asked. “I have recently heard that
you are not regular at your teaching job these days. | hope you
are not in any trouble, are you?”

Mullah  Mohammad Jan was surprised and answered
helplessly, “Peace be to you. ’'m a humble teacher trying to do
my job under the kind attention of your Excellency.”

“No Mullah Mohammad Jan, please do not hide anything
from me,” said Nawayi. “I’ve learned everything about your
situation.” Mohammad Jan’s heart beat fast, but he kept quiet.
Amir realized his condition and asked, “Why are you silent?
Tell me what news do you have about Aisha?”

Hearing Aisha’s name, Mohammad Jan’s face turned red.
He looked up and his eyes met Nawayi’s gaze. Not wanting
the young man to become more nervous, the Amir explained
everything to him. He then assured him that he would help him
marry Aisha.

Mullah Mohammad Jan couldn’t believe what he was
hearing. Without thinking, he ran forward and kissed Nawayi’s
hand. Having failed so miserably and been insulted so badly,



this patronage from such a great leader was worth everything.
Once again he believed in love, in its power and wonder.

That night he cheerfully told his father everything. The old
man was so pleased that he gave thanks to God.

The great leader, Amir Ali Sher Nawayi himself went to
ask the girl’s hand for Mullah Mohammad Jan. Jamaludin
Ishag was deeply impressed by the Amir’s visit to his house.
Not only did he consent to give his daughter’s hand in
marriage to Mullah Mohammad Jan but he offered to
undertake all the expenses and the dowry. The Amir however
rejected the offer and said that he would take care of
everything.

As winter came to an end, the caravan comprised of
thousand of pilgrims was set to travel to Balkh. Having

finished their wedding ceremonies, Mullah Mohammad Jan,
hand in hand with Aisha, joined the caravan.

On Nawayi’s order, the musicians played the tune, Mullah
Mohammad Jan, as the soloist sang the lovely melody, “Bya
ke burem ba Mazar Mullah Mohammad Jan. Sair-e gul-e
lalazar wawa dilbar jan.”

Mullah Mohammad Jan and Aisha went to Mazar with the
large caravan and joined in the flag-raising ceremony on naw-
roz.

The couple lived together happily for many long years. The
song became famous and has remained alive for centuries as a
rousing folk song in Herat and throughout the country.

Vocabulary

1. Distressed s g Gliu
2. Excellency A cla
3. Exclaim O3 Kb



4. Flag-raising Y oiia

5. Jug (BTN

6. Monarch sy (alu

7. Nobleman 831} s

8. Pamphlet Al

9. Patronage iy 9 Culaa

10. Recluse S a (pdd Ad

11. Solitude Cgld g e

12. Sonnet J#

13. Status alia (Cumua g

14. Summon S (R gad jluaal

Questions

1. Why were officials and students gathered at the royal
court of Sultan Husayn Bayqgara?

2. What new announcement did Ali Sher Nawayi make at
this special naw-roz occasion?

3. What was special at Balkh?

4. Who was Mullah Muhammad Jan?

5. Why did he like to go to the springs for relaxation?

6. According to this legend, who wrote the song, Bya ke
burem ba Mazar, Mullah Mohammad Jan?

7. Have you been to Mazar-e Sharif during naw-roz

celebrations?
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That Same old Donkey ... Amu Karak
Amu Darak"’

Once upon a time, there was an old farmer. For many years
he had not been able to farm very well. One year, it was
particularly difficult year. A severe famine came over the city
and his village. The old experienced farmer knew that if he
planted the usual crops they would dry up from lack of water.
He would have no crop. So that year he planted melons in his
small field. He worked hard to get a good yield from his field.
When the melons were ripe enough to be picked, they weren’t
enough to take them to market.

“I won’t earn much money if I bring them to the market,
and I can’t meet my family’s needs with this little money,” he
said to himself. After much thought, he decided to take his
melons to the king to get a good reward for himself and meet
his family’s needs.

He put the melons into a bag, loaded them on a donkey and
left for the city. On that same day, the king was going out of
the city to go hunting with his courtiers. When the king came
close to the old farmer, he noticed a weak and thin man
loading up melons and heading towards the city. The king felt
sorry for him and asked him to sell all his melons to him.
Since the old man had not seen the king in his whole life, he
did not recognize him. He replied, “These melons are not for
sale, sir. I am taking them to the king. | want to earn as much
money as I can during this difficult year.”

The king realized that the old man didn’t recognize him, so
he insisted again, “Sell your melons to me, take your money
and go home. Are you sure the king will buy these melons?

' Adopted from Dari text.



Are you sure that he will give you as much money as you need
for the year?”

The old man did not like what the man said and replied with
anger, “You must be a rich man or some merchant. Do your
business and don’t meddle with my affairs. I'm not selling
these melons to you. If I take them to the king, I’m sure he will
be generous.”

The king laughed and said, “You’re crazy. You prefer
uncertainty to my cash. Just take my money and go. Don’t you
know that the king doesn’t allow anyone to enter to his court
and besides, he doesn’t have extra money to give you anyway?
If you give him your melons and he won’t pay you, what will
you do then?”

The old man replied, “I’m sure he’ll pay me.”
The king asked him, “And if he doesn’t what you will do?”

The old man answered angrily, “If he doesn’t, I’ll compare
him to my stupid donkey over and over again, and then storm



out of his gate. If anyone asks me what happened, I’ll tell him
the whole story and shame to the king.”
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When the old man finished, the king bid him farewell and
went to his palace. In less than an hour his servants informed
him that an old farmer with melons wants to meet him. The
king told them to bring him in. The servants brought the old
man to the king. As soon as the old man saw the king, he
realized that the man he had met on the road was the king
himself! The farmer was worried and very sorry for what he
had done.

When the king saw how worried the old man looked, he
asked, “Why are you bringing these melons here?”

“So the king will grant me some money for them,” he
replied. “As you know there is famine and I have to take care
of my family.”

The king wanted to test the old man to see how honest he
really was and whether he would deny what he had stated less



than an hour before, so he asked the old man, “And what if the
king refuses?”

The old farmer was an honest man, but standing in the
presence of the king made him tremble. He fearfully replied,
“If he refuses, it won’t matter. I’ll work hard and some how
get through this famine like I have in other years”.

The king laughed again and said, “You worked hard hoping
to receive some money from the king. But if the king won’t
give you anything, what will you do?”

Again the old man said, “Nothing,”
Again the king asked, “And if the king refuses?”

The old farmer was compelled to answer honestly. Even if
he would be killed, he could not lie. He started to laugh and
said, “If he refuses, well ‘aamu kharak aamu darak.'®

The king admired the man’s honesty and for being so bold
to tell the truth and not deny what he had said earlier. Because
of this, the king granted him much money.

The old man lived in peace and prosperity for many years
with the gift he received from the king. And the proverb ‘aamu
kharak aamu darak’ has been used from then on.

Vocabulary
1. Admire GRS (s
2. Famine A SEA
3. Ripe oA Aldy Ly ok 5 g3a
4. To pick o9+ (i
5. Tremble EESE NS

181t is a famous Persian proverb which means “That donkey and those
words | had said.” It means something like “What I said before is still true.
| stand by my word.”



6. Yield Juala ¢

Questions

Why did the old farmer plant melons?
Did the farmer recognize the king on the road?
Why did the king give the farmer a lot of money?

M e

Is it good to always tell the truth even if you would be
killed? Why or why not?

L A e O

Saimuyi and Jalali — Undying Love"

The love story of “Siamuyi (Black Hair) and Jalali” is a
well-known folk story in Afghanistan. Their adventure has
spread from person to person via legends and later on, in
dramas, films, folk songs and poetry (especially charbaiti -
poems with four verses) even to this day. Yet the actual story
remains hidden, as few know what really happened. The
legend is rooted in an actual tragic love story which took place
in the Ghor province many years ago.

It is told that Jalali himself was a poet and he penned
hundreds of lines of poetry. People from Ghor still recall many
of his poems.

When Siamuyi and Jalali were eight years old, they
separately and unknown to each other, dreamed that they
would meet in a certain place as adults. Jalali wrote many
poems that described the beautiful face that he had seen in his
dream. Siamuyi spoke of the face of a handsome young man
she had seen in her dream. At 20 years of age, they met each

¥ Adopted from Dari text.



other by chance. Both recognized each other exactly as they
had seen the other person in their dreams. The story of their
meeting is as follows:

Siamuyi’s father had died years earlier, so an uncle took
care of Siamuyi’s mother and her children. One day the family
traveled to Gazak, in Ghor province, to stay with one of their
relatives. A short time later, Jalali saw Siamuyi and
immediately recognized her as the one he had seen in his
dream. He fainted near Siamuyi’s house. When he regained
consciousness, Siamuyi’s family chased him away as they
feared a scandal.

But Jalali was love struck. He abandoned school and
wandered in the fields, painfully longing for his lost love. He
cries in his poems, as he searches for Siamuyi,

It attacked my body, this army of love

The barmaid serves me a goblet of love
My letter | sent in the name of Siamuyi
Day and night, | write my diary of love

*khkkkkikkk

In Koshk there is an uproar about Jalali
In every bazaar, people talk about Jalali
And Siamuyi’s two braids wrap themselves

As locks of hair around the feet of Jalali

*khkkkkk

Jalili’s mournful songs of love echoed through the
mountains and valleys of Ghor. His tragic story of love
became proverbial among the people. As his love story spread,
his family was compelled to find a way to calm Jalili down.
They sent a messenger to Siamuyi’s family asking them to
give Siamuyi’s hand in marriage to Jalali. But since Jalali’s
family was poor and underprivileged, Jalali’s uncle did not



agree with this u
His obsession with Siamuyi drove him mad. His passionate
love for Siamuyi made Jalali so restless that the family was
forced to move from Gazak and settle in the village of Burj-e
Ashkar. But Jalali’s melancholic condition didn’t leave him.

Finally, Jalali’s family, in search for medical treatment,
took him to the saint, Khalifa Abdul Rahman in the village of



Gazak Qadis. This man was able to soothe Jalali’s painful
condition to a degree.

Oh Khalifa, incurable is my pain of love,
My hope is in God above

O God, have mercy on my wretched love
Less one day my soul leaves my only love

*khkkkkik

Soon Jalali’s desperate love became legendary throughout
the villages of Gazak, Burj-e Ashkara, Hubarhut, Bureniji,
Tarbulag and the entire provinces of Ghor, Badghis and Herat.
Musicians began to sing his love songs.

My Siamuyi wears black clothes tonight

My heart is overwhelmed with sorrow tonight
Siamuyi pays no attention to me

Because she drank from another cup tonight

Jalali spent years waiting for Saimui. As time went on,
Siamuyi got attracted to this strange person. She felt sorry for
Jalali. But Jalali’s difficult situation, the social restrictions of
the community, his poverty and destitution as well as the
gossip of jealous people hindered the two from coming
together. So Jalali continued on in his mad state, wandering
throughout Ghor, Herat, Badghis, Maimana, Sar-e Pul, Balkh,
Bukhara, Samargand, Charjoy (located in today’s Turkmen-
istan) and other places.

From Herat and Maimana to the land of Andkhoy
From Samargand and Bukhara to the fields of Charjoy
I have wandered throughout regions and lands

| have not seen anyone like that of Siamuyi



As his suffering condition grew worse, at long last,
Siamuyi’s family took pity on Jalali. They asked certain local
elders to mediate on his behalf.

And finally Jalali was able to marry Siamuyi.
Siamuyi was flying about as a dove
She flew through the deserts and mountains above
Jalali lay in ambush and threw out a trap
Finally he seized her as an eagle seizes a dove

As fables normally end, they were to live happily ever after.

But unfortunately their joy did not last long. Nine months after
their marriage, Jalali fell sick. As if he knew that it might be
the last days of his life, he wrote his last lines with utter
anguish and despair.

If I pass away, O my faithful Siamuyi
Bury me with your own hands and leave me not to others
A martyr of love needs no bath or shroud



This is the way of love, O my love

And so Jalali left this fleeting world. He was buried in the
village of Gazak Qadis in Badghis. Two months after his
death, his only son was born, named Bahaudin. It is said that
Siamuyi lived another 60 years and finally died in Chekhchran
and was buried in the village of Hubarhut village, Dolina
district. The two graves of Jalali and Siamuyi are separated by
many miles. One is buried in Ghor, the other in Badghis.
However, shepherds and their flutes continue to echo Jalali’s
woeful songs. Local people continue to talk about their great
love throughout the mountains and valleys of Ghor and far into
Badghis, Herat, Maimana, Sarepul and Balkh.

Jalali has left over 1700 verses of poetry.
O my Siamuyi, my Siamuyi, always dreaming
You dwell in the beautiful lands of spring
Over one thousand, seven hundred poems, for you I do sing
To be forever in your memory living

Vocabulary

1. Adventure i

2. Braid (659 £

3. Goblet Fl

4. Martyr of love e Ll

5. Scandal Cags 5 (s

6. Social restrictions [ Slaia) lgiaa gaaa

7. Underprivileged Sl g galal sbl e 3 agaa
Questions

1. In what areas of Afghanistan did Siamuyi and Jalali
live?



2. What did both, Siamuyi and Jalali, dream at the age of
eight years?

3. Why did Siamuyi’s family reject Jalali at first?
Why did Siamuyi’s family finally accept Jalali?

XK RO K

Kaka Awrang and Kaka Badraw =

Abdul Ghafoor Brezhna (d. 1972) was a cultural
polymath — playwright, musician, artist, story writer, and
essayist. He is especially noted for his works of art — many of
which are on display at the National Art Gallery. This story is
a well-known Afghan folk tale and provides unique insight
into traditional pre-modern Kabul culture, when Kabul proper
was confined to the area south of the Kabul River.

The story is a reflection of traditional Afghan vigilante
culture and romanticizes the phenomenon of kakagi
(vigilantism, gallantry). The word kaka®! is unique to the Dari
language meaning a vigilante or toughie, one who rules a
neighborhood and ideally cares for the poor, orphans, and
widows. There was always tremendous rivalry between
neighboring kakas, each considering himself as superior to the
other.

They say that on a certain day, the younger Kaka Awrang,
who resided on the other side of the Kabul River,22 entered

% Abdul Ghafur Brezhna, “Kaka Awrang wa Kaka Badraw” in Qissa-ha
wa Afsana-ha [Stories and fables] (Kabul, 1973), 74-88.

2! Note the Dari spelling for this word, (45), is different from the word
“uncle,” (SIS), pronounced much the same.

%2 Breshna is referring to Deh-Afghanan which in pre-modern times was a
separate area from Old Kabul.



Kaka Badraw’s domain in the Old City, where Badraw was
sitting in a tea shop drinking tea. When their eyes met, they
bristled with hatred. Kaka Awrang threw out the challenge,
“You will deal with me in the Bala Hissar cemetery.” This
news of the upcoming fight spread like wildfire throughout
Kabul.

The appointed day arrived. The two men entered the battle
ring with all the rules of ceremony and respect. After the spear
fight ended in a draw, they threw their spears aside and
grabbed their swords. Like two butterflies, they danced around
each other. Whenever one of them saw a chance, he’d attack
the other in a flash, hurling his sword at his opponent. The
rival raised his own sword with expert skill to defend himself
and then attack in turn. Finally, the two fighters had nothing
but their Roman daggers and leather breeches. They removed
their helmets and shields and the rest of their fighting gear.
Like two mad elephants they stood opposing each other. The
two experienced warriors were now stripped down to their



bare skin, their wide, heavy chests and tough muscles
glistening.

The combatants tangled with each other like two savage
lions, using every skill and wrestling trick and technique.
Sometimes one grabbed a hand, sometimes an arm or the neck.
Their bulging, taut muscles twisted and tangled together. Their
hands, as strong as a lion’s claws, clasped each other.

At this point, Badraw let out an immense roar, lifted up the
younger Awrang and heaved him back to the ground. A loud
roar rose up from the crowd as if the resurrection was about to
take place on that mountainside. The crowd stood up and
became quiet.

In this sudden and deathly stillness, the youthful Awrang
hung his neck submissively, ready for Badraw and said, “The
dagger is yours, here’s my neck. Go on, kill me.”

Badraw grabbed Awrang’s jaw with his left hand and
pulled out his dagger from the sheath with his right hand and
raised it high so that its blade glistened in the light of the sun.
Everyone held his breath. Then just as he had raised his
powerful hand into the air, he slowly lowered it. Instead of the
sharp blade, he laid the flat side of the sword on Awrang’s
neck and said kindly, “Go, kid, I’'ve done what I had to do.”

The crowd cheered Badraw’s magnanimous deed because
he had done the manly act of “forgiving” his enemy. As a
result, the rivals were reconciled, and Awrang became a
lifelong follower of his former rival.

Vocabulary
1. Bristle Ol Sda balal
2. Domain St g sda

3. Helmet iBlia o3



4. Magnanimous chd e o8 5

5. Phenomenon s 5oy

6. Resurrection Jedla )y Ll

7. Rival ) oy
Questions

1. What is a kaka?

2. Why were Kaka Awrang and Kaka Badraw rivals?

3. How did the two kakas fight each other?

4. Why didn’t Kaka Badraw kill Kaka Awrang?

5. Do we have kakas in Afghanistan today?

XK RO

The Monster of Koh-e Degtche>

This story happened in an area known as Tang-e Otake,
about twenty miles north of Kabul. A family of four brothers
and one sister lived in the Kabul district in a village named
Koh-e Degtche. This village has disappeared in modern times.

The family of four brothers and sister were very poor and
spent most of their time wandering through the mountains,
searching for rare herbs which they sold in the market place.
Their wanderings often took them far from home.

One day when they returned, they told the villagers that
they had seen a terrible monster approaching them from the
North. When the villagers heard this, they decided to move
from their location. They all took refuge in a desolate region in

2 Adapted with permission from Barrett Parker and Ahmad Javid, Fables
from Afghanistan (Amristar, India, 1972).



the mountains. In order to survive, they had to search the area
for food, but their main concern was finding sufficient water.
The area around them was very dry, but the villagers continued
to search for a spring of water that could supply them with
fresh water permanently.

As time went on, water grew more and more scarce and the
villagers became desperately thirsty, so thirsty that they lost all
courage. Many were paralyzed with fear.

The four brothers called on the villagers to pray to God.

However as the villagers grew more and more fearful, they
also became irritated and angry at the four brothers who had
told them of this terrible monster and had urged them to move
to this desolate place and take refuge here.

The older brother said, “I will not despair, but I trust in
God.” He then invited everyone to follow him to a certain spot,
where he found fresh water gurgling from a spring.

The villagers stayed near the spring, but as time went on,
they ran out of food supply and grew hungry. They couldn’t
stay by the spring, but were forced to return to their earlier
place of refuge. They were amazed to see that their small store
of food had suddenly become a vast supply of food, ample
enough for everyone in the village.

But then, immediately after this they saw this terrible
monster approach their village and destroy everything. The
monster then began to move up to the place where the villagers
had taken refuge.

The villagers panicked and thought that their lives would
come to an end. Just then, the brothers and their sister heard a
voice which told them to spread out.

And so, the four brothers dispersed, each going to a
separate place of refuge.
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Today, the four mountain peaks in that area are named after
the four brothers. The fifth peak is named after the sister. The
day the monster had attacked the village she had baked some
bread and shared it with her brothers.



The memory of the four brothers and sister, who are
considered to be holy people, continues through the names of
the five mountain peaks. The five mountain peaks are Mount
Khwaja Chasht or “Kobacha” to the north of Yahya Village,
Mount Khwaja Ghar located in the foothills of the Dehsabz
mountain range, Mount Khwaja Sabz-posh located to the north
of Khwaja Rawash meadow, Mount Khwaja Zanbur located to
the east of the village, Qala-ye Muradbiq village, and Mount
Bibi Tanur.

Vocabulary
1. Desolate region 4S9 yia 9 09 Aalu
2. Despair QM ugila (s g
3. Gurgle G QS sy
4. Herbs, vegetation — wile golf
5. lrritate Ofadd 5 Fluas
Questions
1. What had the four brothers seen that made everyone so
afraid?
2. Where did the villagers take refuge to escape from the
monster?

3. Why did the villagers complain to the four brothers?

How did the four brothers and one sister help the
villagers?

xR KK X



Brothers, Parwan and Marwan*

In ancient times two rulers governed the north and south-
eastern territories of present-day Parwan province. One of
them ruled the area which belongs to present-day Jabal-Saraj
and the other ruled the area belonging to present-day Bagram.
The two rulers were close friends. Some say they were
brothers.

The elder brother was called Parwan and the younger,
Marwan. The two territories boasted well-built cities and the
people enjoyed peace and prosperity. Both territories had
many lush gardens, fruit orchards as well large, open meadows
and snow-capped mountains. Waterfalls and roaring rivers
dotted the mountain regions.

Two rivers, Shutol Nilab and Ghorband, flowed through
Parwan’s territory The mountain peaks, Asheqan and
Shamiana, stood on one side, while the overpowering Salang
Mountain, always covered with snow, and Khawak Pass, stood
on the other side. From yet another angle, one could see the
flourishing Ghorband valleys, while to the south stood the
Shikari Pass covered with many vineyards down the mountain
side. Besides farming the subjects of the entire area were
skilled tradesmen in all of the contemporary arts and
industries.

The area ruled by Marwan was covered by extensive arable
land where people raised grain crops and vegetables. Mount
Pahlawan, along with the Nilab River, ran along one side of
the area while the delightful valleys of Sinjid Dara, Istalif,
Guldara and the vineyards of Qarabagh and Kohdaman on the
other side.

24 Adopted from Dari text.



Parwan and Marwan were both free from the fear of
enemies. If one of them was threatened by any aggressor, the
other brother would rush to help him. They both had strong
armies ready to defend their territory against would be
attackers. Because of their close friendship, Parwan and
Marwan often celebrated festivals together. The citizens of
both territories enjoyed friendly trade relations and considered
the other side as neighbors of goodwill.

One night a big feast was celebrated in honor of Marwan.
During the night the conversation turned to defense. Parwan
wanted a quicker means of communication in case of a
surprise attack. The current method of sending messages by
horsemen took a long time. This was because the capital cities
were far apart.

Through lively discussion, an idea was birthed. An iron
chain could be extended from one capital to the other. When
either region came under surprise attack, they could pull the
chain without any delay and quickly rally the support of their
friendly neighbor. Both Marwan and Parwan liked the idea.
They toasted their plan which would link their friendship even
tighter.

The plan was implemented immediately with the iron chain
constructed to join the two capitals. Would any outside
aggressor dare now attack these closely linked powers Parwan
and Marwan?

Even though Marwan had never betrayed his brother, a
question stirred in Parwan’s mind. He thought to himself,
“What if my brother wouldn’t come to my defense in time of
danger?” A seed of doubt began to grow. He decided to act on
it and test his brother’s loyalty and vigilance. He ordered his
men to pull the chain.

In Bagram, Marwan was relaxing with a party in his castle.
When the chain was pulled, he interrupted the party. He
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ordered one of his officers to call the troops and send them to
the battlefield immediately. Within few hours, the ruler
Marwan with several thousand infantry and cavalry solders
were on their way to Parwan to save his brother. Six hour later




they arrived. The troops were surprised to find the city calm
and quite.

When Parwan learned about his brother’s coming he
received him and his officers warmly but felt ashamed of what
he had done. He apologized and said that he only wanted to
test the vigilance and speed of his brother. Marwan was
somewhat annoyed and upset at Parwan’s test. Not wishing to
stay longer, Marwan returned to his capital. Parwan’s lack of
trust created a breach in their relationship.

A few years elapsed when Marwan’s court again heard the
clinging of the chain. Marwan was in the middle of enjoying
another celebration. Thinking that his brother was again testing
his ability to help, he did not bother to respond. However, this
time Parwan was really under attack. Parwan waited in vain
for help from his brother.

Although Parwan was able to resist the aggressor, he was
quite annoyed at his brother’s negligence. He sent Marwan an
angry letter to which Marwan replied angrily. Anger flamed
into bitterness. The friendship was severed with increasing
suspicion and bitterness

Both sides cut the links between the iron chain that had held
them together.

Vocabulary
1. Cavalry Ui o ) g
2. Lush L
3. Negligence — «lie
4. Suspicion Sy
5. Vigilance 5 «dl s



1. Why did Marwan and Parwan build the iron chain?

Questions

2. Why did Parwan pull the chain?

3. What made Marwan upset at his brother Parwan?
Would you have been upset?

4. How important is it to guard or protect a friendship?

XK RO K

The Demon of Wayestan Valley™

In the ancient past it was believed that Dee was the deity
and guardian for the people of Wayestan valley. The village of
Wayestan is located to the north of Qalay Shum, in the
southern parts of the Hindukush mountain range in present-day
Nuristan. Two small rivers, Diigal and Shagal, cross three
valleys and join each other in Wayestan to form a larger river,
named Wayqgal.

A terrible demon named Yosh lived in a valley called, Diita,
near the valley of Wayestan. The people of Wayestan feared
the demon. Every winter, Yosh threatened to block the coming
of spring. The people were very afraid; not even a goat or
bull’s sacrifice appeased Yosh’s anger. To appease or satisfy
the anger of the demon, the people held a feast every year.
During the feast, the village offered up a human being for the
demon. The demon ate the human being and then permitted
spring to begin.

One year it fell on a certain family to hand over one of their
members to the demon. Since the family’s father had died, it
fell upon the son to offer up his life and save the village. His

# Adopted from Dari text.



sister cared about her brother and tried to save his life. She
went to an old lady, who was a fortune-teller and asked her to
save her brother’s life from the wicked demon. The lady said
to her, “Get your brother ready for the demon. He must cover
his body with human waste. Then send him to the demon.
Yosh will never get close to your brother.”

The old women continued, “Next, your brother must take
advantage of the demon’s retreat. Have him tell the people,
‘Let’s go find Dee. For the search he needs a comb, a needle,
and some cooked beans for food. While searching for Dee he
should only eat beans. Maybe then, Dee will help the people
of Wayestan. With Dee’s help, your brother will destroy the
demon and gain a good reputation among the Wayestan
community.”

The girl put the old lady’s words into action. During the
ceremony, the people of Wayestan sent the orphan boy to the

demon, smothering him first with human waste, just as the old
lady had directed. As was custom, the people accompanied the



boy to where the demon stayed and watched. The demon drew
close and looked at the boy. Suddenly a terrible whiff of
human waste flooded the demon’s nose. He said, “What a
horrible smell! Does this come from the boy?” Then the
demon said, “Get away, I can’t stand this smell!”

The boy was happily surprised as he stood between the
people and the demon. But the people of Wayestan still feared
the demon. They insisted that he go back to the demon so that
the demon would be satisfied and then spring would come.
They knew that only a human sacrifice would appease the
demon. Although the boy had offered himself, the demon
rejected the boy because of his terrible smell. And so, despite
people’s insistence, the boy was saved.

The frightened people asked the boy to help them find Dee
in order to get rid of the wicked demon. The people gathered
together and formed three groups of twenty persons in each
group. Each group traveled through the mountains hoping to
find Dee. One evening all three groups met someone and
wondered if this could be Dee. But it was another demon. The
demon tricked the group by talking kindly to them and invited
them for dinner in his house. When the groups arrived at his
house, he asked them what they wanted. They told him that
they were looking for the Dee. The demon was happy because
he planned to eat them. Such a large crowd of people would
provide food for him for a long time.

The fatherless boy was also among the people. This second
demon called these people “My dear friends.” He said to them,
“My dear friends, a delicious meal is waiting for you. The first
group of twenty should eat first.” When the group ate the meal,
they all became unconscious. The demon ordered the second
group to eat, and they also fell unconscious. The orphan boy
was with the third group. When it was their turn to eat, they
also fell unconscious. But the boy hid the demon’s food in his



pocket and ate the beans, according to his sister’s instructions.
All the people from the Wayestan village were unconscious,
except the boy.

When the demon noticed the boy, he asked, “My dear
friend, haven’t you fallen asleep yet?”

“I’11 sleep soon. But unless my mother gives me water in a
golden sieve, I can’t sleep.” The demon took a sieve and went
to the river to get water for the boy. But, as much as he tried,
the demon could not fill the sieve with water. He tried this for
several hours.

The demon had a goat in his house which he loved very
much. While the demon was gone, the boy grabbed the goat,
cut off its head and poured its blood into a container — as his
sister had instructed him. The boy put the goat’s head into a
corner and burned its kidneys. He sprinkled a few drops of
blood on each person who was unconscious because of the
demon’s food. Everyone woke up. They said to each other,
“We fell into a deep sleep.”

The orphan boy told them that their host was really a
demon and wanted to eat them, “Hurry, we have to save our
lives,” he said. When the people realized how evil the demon
was and that their lives were in danger, they ran away.

Meanwhile the demon finally succeeded in getting a little
water into the sieve. When he arrived back it was late. He
wanted to light a fire. He went to the fireplace but immediately
the goat’s kidneys, which the boy had thrown into the
fireplace, jumped into the demon’s eyes and blinded him. The
demon called for his goat. The beheaded goat replied, “Here I
am.” The demon looked around but saw only the goat’s head.
The demon realized what had happened and ran after the
people even though he was blind.



The people of Wayestan ran to their village to escape from
this demon. But the demon ran after them and although he was
blind caught up with them. The boy threw his comb, which his
sister had given him, in front of the demon. The comb turned
into a large jungle which made it difficult for the demon to go
further. The people ran on.

However, despite the jungle and his blindness, the demon
caught up with the people again. This time the boy threw the
needle, another one of the items which his sister had given
him, in front of the demon. The needle grew into a thorny
bush. Because the demon was blind he ran into the bush and
pricked his feet. When he tried to take out the thorns, he lost
some time and the people ran further. They finally reached a
river. They noticed a huge tree on the edge of the river. They
cut it down and used it as a bridge across the river. After they
crossed, they pushed the tree into the river so the demon could
not use it.

When the demon arrived at the river, the people shouted on
the other side, “O Dee! Where are you? Come and save us
from this demon that threatens the people of Wayestan.”

The people started to return to their village. Along the way,
a golden bird landed on the orphan boy’s shoulder. The
people were amazed to see such a beautiful singing bird.
Suddenly, a small voice in their hearts confirmed to them that
the bird was Dee. They told the Dee what was going on.

Dee replied, “You have already been saved from the second
demon. Now there is no threat from him. You will also be
saved from the threats of Yosh, the first demon here in
Wayestan as well.”

The people rejoiced when they heard this and marched to
their village along with Dee. After traveling a long time, the
bird suddenly changed into a strong human. The Dee said, “I
will fight Yosh and defeat him. | will need some delicious food



called samari to gather strength for the battle. If Yosh asks you
for help, heat up some stones and throw them in his mouth. He
is your dire enemy.”

The people of Wayestan and Dee went to where Yosh lived.
Dee looked like a human and was powerful like a champion
wrestler. He marched in front of the people. He rushed at Yosh
like a heroic warrior. He exchanged few words with the demon
and then the battle started between Dee and Yosh. First they

threw the stones at each other. Everyone supported Dee. As
the two battled, Yosh said, “I’'m getting weaker. I need some
food to eat.”

The people of Wayestan followed Dee’s instructions. They
heated up some stones from the river and rushed toward Yosh
and shouted, “Open your mouth!” When the demon opened his
mouth the people threw the hot stones into his mouth. Yosh
swallowed the stones which burned his stomach. Yosh cried
out, “I’m burning! I’m burning!”



Dee had lost much of his power. He called out to the people
for food. They quickly gave him more food so his energy
could be restored.

As for Yosh, his strength grew weaker and weaker till he
finally fell to the ground. At that moment Dee defeated Yosh.
While dying, Yosh asked the people of Wayestan to pour some
drops of goat’s blood on the ground. The then demon sank into
the ground and disappeared forever.

With the support of the people Dee had destroyed the
wicked Yosh. The place where Yosh was killed was named
“Diita” which means the place of Dee. Until 1867 (1255 AH),
the people of Wayestan sacrificed goats or bulls in Dee’s name
as a memorial and in gratitude for Dee’s help to their people.
It is said that Dee lived in “Diita” and that the village of
“Diigal” is named after him.

Vocabulary

1. Demon 3

2. Human waste bl Al 3) ga

3. Prick Oula

4. Retreat O e ¢ Audd e

5. Sieve Jus

6. Smother OIS Jagald

7. Whiff QR £ 50

8. Wicked Ay Cuyl yd
Questions

1. Why did the people of Wayestan sacrifice a human
being every year?



2. How did the orphan boy help the village?
3. Why was Yosh a wicked demon?
4. How did the people of the village overcome their fear

of Yosh and the other wicked demon?
. What did Dee help the people?

End



