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Ancient Mesopotamia
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But whereas modern man sees in the history that precedes him a
purely human work... (p. xi).
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But, properly considered, this history preserved in the myths in
closed only in appearance... No such thing as an absolutely closed
primitive society exists (p. xi).
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In the last analysis we could say that, though they are «open» to
history, traditional societies tends to project every new acquisition
into the primordial Time, to telescope all events in the same

atemporal horizon of the mythical beginnings (p.xii).
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Daramulun told his father, or master, Baiame, that during
initiation he killed the boys, cut them to pieces, burned them, and
then restored them to life, «<new beings, but each with a tooth

missing» (p.13).
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However, there is an element of truth in Winthius, hypothesis,
and that is the idea of divine totality. This idea, which is found in a
number of primitive religions, naturally implies the coexistence of
all the divine attributes, and hence also the coalescence of sexes (p.

25).
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Erika Friedl, Women of DehKoh: Lives in an Iranian Village,

Smithsonian Institution Press, Washington and London, 1989.
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Lois Beck, Nomad: A Year in the Life of a Qashqa’i Tribesman in
Iran, London, 1991.
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Folklore

L. P. Elwell-Sutton, “Family Relationships in Persian
Folk-Literature”, in Folklore, Journal of the Folklore Society, Vol.
87, ii, 1976.
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THE SEMI-SCHOLARS

- Arnold van Gennep

Translated from the French
and Edited with an
Introduction by
RODNEY NEEDHAM

@ LtoNDON: Routledge & Kegan Paul

Arnold van Gennep, The Semi-Scholars, Trans. by Rodney
Needham, London, 1967.
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