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* Psychic makes river run backwards
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4% Gutsy girl swims...
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Lyons, Argyle, Leach, Millet, and Gombtich.

Sereno, K. and Mortenson, C. D. (eds.) (1970) Foundations of Communica-
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tion Theory, New York: Harper & Row. Another impressive collection
of essays which illustrates cthe variety of approaches to the study of
communication theory. Some are advanced, but most are easily
readable. Sections include: perspectives, systerns, decoding—encoding,
iateraction, and soctal conrexe.

Curran, J., Gurevitch, M., and Woollacort, J. (eds.) (1977) Maus
Communication and Socrety, London: Arnold. Excellent reader covering
all the burning issues of media studies. The list of contributors reads
like a Who's Whe of media studies. Some very advanced reading, liccle
at introductory level, buec a goldmine for chose prepared co dig.

McQuail, D. (ed.) (1972) Sacinlogy of Mass Communications, Harmonds-
worth: Penguin. Good reader, more at the introductory level chan
Cucran 2 a/. (1977). A wide range of topics by a prestigious series of
authofs.

. Buscombe, E. (ed.) (1975) Football on Televisiom, London: British Film

Institute. Cheap, readable litcle book — excellent for the way it

exemplifies various mechods of analysis. Should spark off numerous

ideas for group and individual work. Recommended.

(Note: all the BFI Television Monographs are well worth reading and are
excellent value for money.)

Lin, N. (1973) The Staxdy of Human Communication, New York: Bobbs
Merrill. Good textbook, especially strong on the linguistic, psycho-
logical, and social-psychological approaches. Sciencific in style.

Mortenson, G. (1972) Communtication: The Study of Human Interaction, New
York: McGraw-Hill. Another good textbook in che ‘transruission’
school. Well iHusrrared, readable, more comprehensive than Lin
(1973). Good introduction.
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Monaco, J. (1977) How 10 Read a Film, New York: Oxford University
Press. A thorough, well-illustrated review of semiotic theory and
conceprs, supported by idcas drawn from perception theory and
applied to film. Good analysis of specifically filmic codes. Good
alternacive to Fiske, J. and Hartley, J. (1978).

Woollacore, J. (1977) Messages and Meanings, Milton Keynes: The Open



University Press (DE 353, Unit 6). A succinct account of <he main
theory and methods of semiotics; readable applied Marxism - - an’t be
bad!
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Golding, P. (1974) The Mass Media, London: Longman. Bcitish vetsin
of Wright (1959) but shorter, more up-to-date, though lacking in anv
content scudy; but good.

Williams, R. (1962) (3td edn. 1976) Communications, Harmoadsworth:
Penguin. Recommended brief book. Good history and very good
chapter on contenc of the press that is crying out for comparisons with
today’s press.

Williams, R. (1974) Tdevirion: Techbmology and Cultural Form, London:
Fontana. Good social/technological history followed by excellent
chapters on the form and content of relevision; some American
examples. -

Wright, C. (1959) (2nd edn. 1975) Mass Communication: A Sociological
Approach, New York: Random House. Good, readable introductory
text, covering che functions, instirutions, concents, and effects of the
media, together with chapters on the communicators and che
audience. Feels somewhat dated and locked into its sociological
problem-free approach, bur srill & good point from which to stare
studies of the media.
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Argyle, M. (1972) (3rd edn. 1978) The Psychology of Interperiomal
Bebaviawr, Harmoondsworth: Penguin.

——— (1975) Bodily Communication, London: Methuen. Two key works by
the leading Bricish authority on the socizl psychological approach o
the study of non-verbal communication. Both are readable, chough the
1972 one is probably the easier way in. That of 1975 is broader and
takes more account of the social/culrural concex.

Hall, E. (1973) The Silent Language, New York: Anchor Books. A useful
balance to Argyle: as an anthropologist Hall gives greater emphasis to
the part played by culture in non-verbal communication.
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