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« El seis de febrero de 1829, los montoneros que, hostigados ya por
Lavalle, marchaban desde el Sur para incorporarse a las divisi-
ones de Lépez, hicieron alto en una estancia cuyo nombre ignora-

ban, a tres o cuatro leguas del Pergamuno. . . .y
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A Page to Commemorate Colonel Sui ez,
Victor at Junin

What do they matter now, the deprivations,
the alienation, the frustrations of growing old,
the dictator’s shadow spreading across the land, the house
in the Barrio del Alto, which his brothers sold while
he fought,
the uscless days
(those one hopes to forget, those one knows are forgettable),
when he had, at least, his burning hout. on horseback
on the clear plains of Junin, a setting for the future?

What matters the flow of time, if he knew
that fullness, that ecstasy, that afternoon?

He served three years in the American Wars; and then
luck took him to Uruguay, to the banks of the Rio Negro.
In the dying afternoons, he would think

that somechow, for him, a rose had burst into flower,

taken flesh in the battle of Junin, the ever-extending moment
when the lances clashed, the order which shaped the battle,
the initial defeat, and in the uproar

(no less harsh for him than for the army),

his voice crying out at the attacking Peruvians,

the light, the force, the fatefulness of the charge,

the teeming labyrinths of foot soldiers,
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the crossing of lances, when no shot resounded,

the Spaniard fighting with a reckless sword,

the victory, the Juck, the exhaustion, a dream beginning,
and the men dying among the swamps,

and Bolivar uttering words which were marked for history,
and the sun, in the west by now, and, anew, the taste

of wine and water,

and death, that death without a face,

for the battle had trampled over it, effaced it . . .

His great-grandson is writing these lines,
and a silent voice comes to him out of the past,

out of the blood:

“What does my battle at Junin matter if it is only

a glorious memory, or a date learned by rote

for an examination, or a place in the atlas?

The battle is everlasting, and can do without

the pomp of the obvious armies with their trumpets;
Junin is two civilians cursing a tyrant

on a strect corner,

or an unknown man somewhere, dying in prison.”



Vo4

A Page to Commemorate Colonel Suérez,
Victor at Junin

What do they matter now, the deprivations,

exile, the ignominies of growing old,

the dictator’s shadow spreading across the land, the house

in the Barrio del Alto, which his brothers sold while
he fought,

the pointless days (days one hopes to forget,

days one knows are forgettable),

when he had at least his burning hour on horseback

on the plateau of Junin, a stage for the future,

as if that mountain stage itself were the future?

What is time’s monotony to him, who knew

that fulfillment, that ecstasy, that afternoon?

Thirteen years he served in the Wars of Independence. Then
fate took him to Uruguay, to the banks of the Rio Negro.

In the dying afternoons he would think

of his moment which had flowered like a rose—

the crimson battle of Junin, the enduring moment

in which the lances crossed, the order of battle,

defeat at first, and in the uproar

(as astonishing to him as to the army)

his voice urging the Peruvians to the attack,

the thrill, the drive, the decisiveness of the charge,
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the seething labyrinth of cavalries,

clash of the lances (not a single shot fired),

the Spaniard he ran through with his sp:ar,

the headiness of victory, the exhaustion, the drowsiness
descending,

and the men dying in the marshes,

and Bolivar uttering words carmarked no doubt for history,

and the sun in the west by now, and water and wine

tasted as for the first time, and that dead man

whose face the battle had trampled on and obliterated. . . .

His great-grandson is writing these lines,
and a silent voice comes to him out of the past,

out of the blood:

“What does my battle at Junin matter if it is only
a glorious memory, or a date learned by rote

for an examination, or a place in the atlas?

The battle is everlasting and can do without

the pomp of actual armies and of trumpets.

Junin is two civilians cursing a tyrant

on a street corner,

or an unknown man somewhere, dying in prison.”
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