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from PROFESSOR A. J. ARBERRY, PEMBROKE COLLEGE, CAHBR!DGE

10 @ctober 1952

I have much pleasure in warmly recommending
the publication of Dr Ahmad Shalaby's thesis
entitled "The Historycdf Muslim Education
with special reference to Egypt". This

work, which secured for Dr Shalaby the award
of the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in

this University, is a most valuable :
contribution to knowledge. Based very largely
upon unpublished manuscripts, together with
extremely wide reading of printed texts, it
collects together a vast range of important
information, which has been critically
examined and competently arranged. The
publication of this book will be a great

service to scholarship.
L&LJhﬁn

——
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FOREWORD

Islam has many claims upon the admiration and gratitude
of mankind. Much has beeu wrilten of the contribution made by
the Muoslim peoples to art, literature science, politics. None of
these achievements would have been possible but for that devo-
tion to learning and c¢ducation which has characterised those
peoples throughout their history; men and women who obeyed
implicitly their Prophet’s command, « Seek after Knowledge,
even if it be in China. » To investigate and describe the educa-
tional systems established in Islam is therefore obviously a
most important and interesting lask.

In the present book, my friend and former pupil Dr. Ahmad
Shalaby publishes the results of his investigation, which he un-
. dertook as candidate for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in.
the University of Cambridge. Every reader will agree that his
research has been both profound, and highly successful. Many
printed works, and a large number of unpublished manuscripts,
were consulted in the course of the study. In choosing and usi-
ng these sources Dr Shalaby has displayed the qualities so nece-
ssary to the researcher; patience, thoroughness, enthusiasm,
discrimination a capacity to recognise and go to the heart of a
problem, a gift of clear and orderly exposition. The book is
not only a substantial contribution to knowledge; it is also a
pleasure to read, a volume to gratify the pride of every Muslim
lover of Knowledge.

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate Dr Ahmad Shala-
by on bringing his doctorate thesis to print, and to commend
what he has written to the serious atteniion of his readers.

A. J. ARBERRY

Pcmbroke College, Professor of Arabic in the
Cambridge. University of Cambridge
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1. Hitti, The History of the Arabs, p. 413.

2. Nicholson, A Literary History of the Arabs, p. 261. )
0 < Y Lgbd’f. ‘fl"“u‘-\ U"S“"‘" +¥H4 o? o\ z sb\.:_.cN\ A ;blﬂ:’-wl AR
WSl w...:-..f..:u 4 J.._,{h. e bla b (go)lipn miu u.nl.ﬂ Sty e o ;‘;.JLQ'.;...‘:)
L5‘-‘JS4_;~‘JL: edasl C).;-ulj_-'u J:S.\ ‘Sa& ‘LS‘*'-\ u:n_')r-( b\.&:u M.JL'S Jo IM_‘”:-& Lsh‘_fLSUn
YAIVY fao ¥ oy VTAY 1 7 uolan ol 25 60 45) coSr e dass
31 S ler 636 0L) s LS olS 48 5 S e et g )a ol il s cinn gl ¥
Mjh—lud_,)J' ..bl.a’_fob Lhu..ﬂ.\ LSMQMJALSJL.—-lerﬁ&)}wa JL‘L—S
"JJ_,lbuo.xmﬁ.\)L&.hbbl € psS phr &S Sl 1) s (SLaodnns oS oS (5055
M«Suui.l_.__,fobla))..a\j_) )bc..dladl..—s '}’- ..Luj&-d—d_,u;”b JJL.-S
LAY u-""LSJL’ u..p] Y74 u.oc\ Cto\.&ﬂ\ s._.v\..\_, cd&l»ualu.b‘,io Jyw;—uwj{r:)b.l.u
NEY_AYY o b C;d-}\_.\l\ NA fu WOhdgy o 0




s 3 lasd ot 3BT oY p sl s v

sdss 0l g (535 &:.afé (Agustan) Wﬂ Ol O‘,ALA BT
b5y Oleaiils 54t 5 357 Knaidls K 395 aldss -l Lo
CQL_J:)'..J_L’ tQ‘JL'L.ul .L.g.}'fﬂ LJ‘L*U";M LS‘_)—i’ ‘-}L.u‘ OL‘.’.—J.'Z:-L_O_’
3l 3t g sl oLy kel e K25y 5L Sl 5 Sl e
V.((J.'o.bﬁ OJ.ATJ; Q;L:Jf LSL“‘.,UL‘J LA&LVMJ LbC.éL U Oleta

shools ol (sadoy ol 03 e Si 3p5 Lagar Opele aids
sy S ol o oS LT 1y 395 St 53 Ol 31 ol S
ey ol 34 oLinly oLl OF s DL 45 Wil (8L 51 as
Jutp- b ey R -L:J_’ _)a..fa u_}aL cu@QT Ao eals Lg‘o..\...SJ.....uJ;-
LS'UL’ r..@.:l‘_, P.h’.b_} B u.aau..)\ Lfl
.((‘.L'fo 60.&.’..}_!}.5 ‘_;..AJ b réf_, sy ‘OJJ.A d)léu_’_; L5 L@...'-' b.o))

SLag i pa 53 Eomy 35 3 jy OF 21 Wy iy 51 ool (LYt
L._»_TA.S 394 QTJS LSQ)LUJ C&A QT (G4 LSAJL...A Jaéy)l.b_)‘,?-j Q‘_jb}
e Ly 5 4 b izen s 4l ol 0 L el 3 Gylon
)‘L)'Si);-j M‘;ﬁ C.SJ.-; U’L:"‘ LJ""lJ; r%‘ QLP-)J QKL.«.}JJ

\ . .
Y PRI JUCNITTeE

1. Hughes, Dictionary of Islam, pp. 295-296.
2. Sayid Amir, ’Ali, A Short History of the Saracens, p. 278.
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