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Introduction

Regarding the Commentator

In the manner it has been stated at the end of the Library of Islamic
Consultative Assembly’s manuscript, the commentator of this work is a
high-ranking but unknown mystic named Muhammad Na‘im:

"The rough copy of some verses of the Mathnawi of Molavi is completed
by the hopeful of the Generous, the humble faqi»r Muhammad Na‘im". (The
Catalogue of the Manuscripts of the Library of Islamic Consultative Assembly,
Vol. 38, p.350).

Inspite of a lot of search,I have not found any information about the
commentator till the writing of these lines.

In the Tadhkira-i-Shu ‘ara-yi-Panjab (p.372) quoting Magalat-al-Shu ‘ara
(Mir ‘Alishir Qani‘ Thathawi) a personality named "Muhammad Na‘im
Panjabi" has been mentioned in this way: "Muhammad Na‘im, is one of the
people of Panjab, he stayed in the city of Thatha (Sindh) for two three days.

In Muntakhab-al-Lata’if (P.658) too a personality named Na‘im Shah



4 Sharh-i-Mathnawi

jahanabadi, is mentioned in this way: "Mir Muhammad Na‘im, pen named
Na‘im, is one of the Sayyids of Shahjahanabad. He came to the kingdom of
Kathar, stayed with Nawwab ‘Inayatullah Khan the brave son of Hafiz
Rahmat Khan Bahadur. In those days he completed some treatises on prosody
and rhyme etc. with me. He died in the year one thousand one hundred and
eighty and he generally composed poetry in "rikhta" i.e. Urdu language, and
sometimes he also composed Persian poems...".

As you see, the author of Muntakhab-al-Lata’if has conceived the date of
the demise of Muhammad Na‘im to be 1180 A.H. On the other hand the date
of copying the Islamic Consultative Assembly’s copyis 1091 A.H. and the
copying date of British Museum’s copyis 1104 A.H. Hence it can be
understood that the commentator of Mathnawi lived before 1091 A.H.

If it is agreed that he is the same Muhammad Na‘im who is introduced in
Muntakhab-al-Lata if, his age at the time of authoring should have been 89
years and he may have died at an older age and this, to some extent, seems to

be improbable.

Specialities of this Commentary

The colour ofthis commentaryis mystical. The commentator has tried to
explain the verses which were difficult from his viewpoint and sometimes he
has explained them in the form of mystical interpretations and sometimes
with references to the traditions and also sayings of chief mystics and mystical

sources like Futuhat by Ibn-i-*Arabi. He sometimes presents commentaries
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and explanations contrary to the famous commentary.
The other speciality of this commentary is that the variant reading of
Mathnawt’s couplets presented by the commetator is much different from the

famous reading and the last point is that the commentary is in Persian

language.

The Manuscripts and the Method of Rereading
Until writing theses lines I have found only two manuscripts:

1. The manuscript No. 14239 of the Library of Islamic Consultative
Assembly in Nasta ‘fig script whose transcribing was completed on gt of
Safar, 1091 A.H. It comprises of 158 folios.

2. British Museum’s manuscript No. Or. 370 which has been transcribed in
1104 AH. in Nasta ‘lig script and contains 141 folios. Its colophon is like the
previous manuscript but the incipit differs. The few begining pages of this
manuscript have the introduction of ‘Abdul Latif ‘Abbasi Gujarati on the
scribed copy of Mathnawi.

- I have specified the first manuscript with the code letter " . " (s) and the
second one with the code letter "z " (sh).

- In editing, I have not fixed any ofthem as protograph and have put them
together. I have chosen the wordings of one which was preferable and
mentioned the difference in footnotes. In few cases the wordings of both the
manuscripts seemed to be incorrect. In such cases too, I have corrected the

text and tranferred the difference to footnotes. Sometimes for the sake of the



6 Sharh-i-Mathnawi

fluency or correction of the text, I have added some phrases, taking the text of
Mathnawt’s Nicolson edition or the structure of the commentary into
consideration between brackets [ ].

- I have specified the page nos. of "s" copy inside the slashes //.

- At the end, along with the technical indices, I have added marginal notes for
explaining the ambiguous points, sources of the sayings and the sources of
traditions and for the benefit of more addressees I have prepared a glossary.

Ali Aujabi





