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angle (n.) "space or difference in direction between intersecting lines,"
late 14c., from OId French angle "an angle, a corner"” (12c.) and directly
from Latin angulus "an angle, a corner," a diminutive form from PIE root
*ang-/*ank- "to bend" (source also of Greek ankylos "bent, crooked,"
Latin ang(u)ere "to compress in a bend, fold, strangle;" OIld Church
Slavonic aglu "corner;" Lithuanian anka "loop;" Sanskrit ankah "hook,
bent," angam "limb;" Old English ancleo "ankle;" Old High German ango
"hook").

triangle (n.) late I4c., from OId French triangle (13c.), from Latin
triangulum "triangle," noun use of neuter of adjective triangulus "three-
cornered, having three angles," from tri- "three" (see tri-) + angulus
"corner, angle" (see angle (n.)).
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and balancing"), the title of the famous 9c. treatise on equations by
Baghdad mathematician Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi.
Arabic al jabr ("in vulgar pronunciation, al-jebr" [Klein]) "reunion of
broken parts" (reducing fractions to integers in computation) was one of
the two preparatory steps to solving algebraic equations; it is from Arabic
jabara "reintegrate, reunite, consolidate." Al-Khwarizmi's book (translated
into Latin in 12c.) also introduced Arabic numerals to the West. John Dee
(16¢.) calls it algiebar and almachabel. The accent shifted 17c. from
second syllable to first. The same word was used in English 15c.-16c. to
mean "bone-setting," as was Medieval Latin algebra, a usage picked up

probably from Arab medical men in Spain.
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